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ADVANCED LEVEL GCE – an intensive, specialist education

As a grammar school, we aim to provide challenging and enjoyable courses for able, well-motivated
students which can qualify them for the most competitive courses in Higher Education and progression to
the most demanding and rewarding careers. The Sixth Form Programme ensures that all students benefit
from an academically rigorous course of study enhanced by a range of academic and co-curricular
enrichment options.

Some students appreciate the opportunity to study subjects not previously studied at GCSE; some wish
to include a subject for interest's sake, which may contrast with or complement others selected in a
combination to ensure progression to the next chosen destination or prospective career path.

As our current year 11 students make their choices they will benefit from the guidance of our highly
qualified specialist teachers. They will also have the support of their tutors, Heads of Year and Subject
Leaders.

We offer a full range of A Levels that have a reputation of academic strength allowing students to
specialise in those subjects that complement their interests and aptitudes. The A Level pathway is
academically rigorous, internationally recognised, and valued by universities and employers. Our
students do of course require motivation, commitment and intellectual curiosity to succeed at the highest
level.

A Level examinations are linear and will be examined at the end of Year 13.

There is no option at this school for students to sit an AS qualification in Year 12 and thus discontinue a
subject at the end of year 1.
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All students will be required to study three subjects at A Level.

The only exception to this will be:

● students who opt for further mathematics - they must study four A Levels in total (two A Levels
in addition to A Levels in mathematics and further mathematics).

● students who have a number of high GCSE grades (best 8 score of at least 56 points). These
students qualify to apply for a place on a fourth A Level course if the school reference (predicted
grades) suggests that they will achieve highly at GCSE. The place on the fourth A Level course
will only be confirmed once GCSE results are known and the best 8 score is at least 56 points.

CHOOSING A CURRICULUM
The combination of A Levels and the Enrichment Programme enables our students to create their own
personal curriculum in the sixth form, tailored to their aspirations and aptitudes.

Many schools publish a column structure which limits the combinations of subjects that pupils can pick.
The Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School curriculum has so much choice that this model would be complex
and place many limitations on what could be chosen. Instead, we would rather start from a position
where pupils have a free choice and then accommodate as much as we can. Over the past few years, we
have been able to accommodate the majority of first choices. Of course, there will be some limitations to
what can be offered. It is important to note that all courses offered are subject to demand.

The majority of our students progress to university after studying in our sixth form, so we do advise
students to consider the combination of subjects that will enable them to keep their options open for a
range of degree courses they may wish to follow. The table below is by no means exhaustive but will
provide some guidance. The following websites also provide a wealth of information regarding higher
education entry requirements.

UCAS
Informed Choices
Discover Uni
Amazing Apprenticeships

Higher Education Entry Requirements

University Subject Essentials Useful Subjects

Accountancy Maths, Business/Economics

Archeology &
Anthropology Geography, History, Sciences

Architecture Portfolio, although art need not be studied
formally Art, Maths, DET, Physics

Art & Design Art

Biochemistry Chemistry, Biology Maths, Physics, Further Maths

Biology Biology, Maths Chemistry

Biomedical Sciences Chemistry, Biology Maths, Further Maths, Physics

Business Studies Maths, Business

Chemical Engineering Chemistry, Maths, Physics

Chemistry Chemistry, Maths another Science

Computer Science Maths/Computer Science

Dance Dance Drama, Music, English, Biology, PE

Dentistry Chemistry with two of Biology, Physics and
Mathematics

Drama Drama, English English, Psychology, History, Politics

Economics Maths Economics, Computer Science, History, Geography

Engineering Maths, Physics Further Maths, Computer Science

English English History, RS/Philosophy, Languages

French French Another Language, English, History, Politics

Geography Geography Maths, Economics, Politics, Biology

Geology Chemistry + Maths/Physics/ Biology Geography, Computer Science

German German Another Language, English, History, Politics
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History History Economics, English, RS/Philosophy, Languages

History of Art Art, English, History, RS/Philosophy, Languages

Human, Social &
Political Science A mixture of arts, sciences & humanities is preferred

Law History

Material Science 2 from Chemistry/Maths/ Physics/Biology Further Maths, Computer Science

Mathematics Maths, Further Maths Physics, Computer Science

Medicine Chemistry, Biology, Maths Physics, Further Maths, contrasting subject e.g. English,
History, Geography

Music Music an essay based subject

Natural Sciences three of Biology, Chemistry, Physics,
Mathematics

Pharmacology Chemistry + two of Biology, Physics and
Mathematics

Philosophy RS/Philosophy, Maths,

Physics Maths, Physics Further Maths, Chemistry, Computer Science

Physiotherapy Biology

Politics One essay based subject

PPE Maths One essay based subject

Psychology Biology or other Science / Maths

RS/Theology RS/Philosophy, English, History

Social Studies Mathematics

Spanish Spanish Another language, English, History, Politics

Sports Science Science/PE PE, Biology, Psychology

Theology RS, History, a language

Veterinary Science Chemistry, Biology, Maths Physics

Subjects in bold are those which are absolutely essential, those in italics are required by the majority of
courses, although there are some courses which exist that do not require these.

WHICH SUBJECTS SHOULD I STUDY?

ADVICE FROM THE SCHOOL
The first decision to make is which subjects to study in Year 12. Some students find it very difficult to
choose their A Level subjects. There are several points that you should bear in mind.

1 Is the combination of subjects I am considering appropriate to my future Higher
Education/career aspirations?

Complementary combinations might be biology/chemistry/physics or mathematics, or English
literature/politics/geography or history. The subjects involve similar study-skills and work patterns,
as well as having some concepts or procedures in common. A word of warning, though - some
subjects have so much in common that it may be advisable to study only one and not both at A Level
e.g. economics and business.

If you do not see such a pattern, it may be worth reviewing your choices, although it is better to
choose individual subjects rather than ‘areas’ in the first instance.

Again, you can obtain advice on this from the Sixth Form Team. In addition, university and
college prospectuses and the UCAS website (Course Search) will give a clear indication of the A Level
subjects required for specific courses. Prospectuses can be requested online from the university. It is
an excellent idea to do some research and plan ahead for your future. If you know what you wish to
study, or career path you wish to pursue, you can match your subject choices to your aspirations.
You may also consider attending some university open days after your GCSE examinations next
summer.

2 Can I study a subject at A Level that I have not studied before?

In several cases the answer is – “yes”. Read the page on the subject you are interested in and
then speak to the relevant teacher. Some subjects, such as economics and politics, are not offered
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lower down the school. It is important that you find out as much as you can about a new subject so
you can be sure you will like it.

We advise you not to take more than two unfamiliar courses at A Level, unless there are clear
reasons related to progression to a particular career or Higher Education course.

3 Must I include the subject I wish to study at university?

The majority of our sixth form students proceed to Higher Education where an enormous variety
of courses are available. The good spread of A Level subjects we offer allows access to all courses,
provided the correct choices are made at the end of Year 11.

For some courses at university you must have studied the relevant A Level: for instance, biology
to read a straight biology degree. However, it is important to realise that for many courses an A
Level in that subject is not necessary. For instance, a degree course in psychology or law does not
assume study of that subject at A Level; in fact, the early part of the course could be repetitive for
those who have done so. See the University Course Requirements section.

4 How should I make my choice?

Ability and motivation to study at depth is important. You will find all sixth form subjects
significantly harder than anything you did at GCSE. If you are struggling with a subject at GCSE
you will not cope with it at A Level.

Check that the chosen subjects are useful combinations, so that skills can be transferred. In this
way, work in one subject can help with others.

And, enjoyment is crucial! You will be studying each subject for several hours each week, and
for two years. It is therefore important to choose subjects you think you will like, especially as you
may continue one or more of these subjects at university level for three or four years.

THE IMPORTANT THING IS TO SEEK ADVICE

Listen to what your teachers say and do not be afraid to ask for guidance.
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SIXTH FORM ENTRY PROCEDURE
Applications to join the sixth form are completed via https://sirhenryfloyd.applicaa.com/year12. On the
Admissions+ website you can apply to join the school and monitor your progress throughout the process.
Please ensure that you have read all of the relevant information contained in this Options Booklet prior to
submitting your application.

The application form sets out the subjects that we expect to offer next year.

However, please note that:

(i) Courses will run only if group numbers are viable and if we have the staffing available. Where
there are insufficient numbers for a subject to run, we reserve the right to ask
students to re-select and choose another subject. Alternatively, the course may be offered
but on a reduced number of lessons. We will also endeavour to keep class sizes manageable in
the most popular subjects.

(ii) A Level courses last for the full two years and so, once started, the subjects will be guaranteed.

(iii) Late applications may be accepted in exceptional circumstances, however these applicants may
not get their first choice of subjects due to teaching groups being full.

(iv) If a student changes their subject choice after submitting the application form, we may not be
able to accommodate the revised subjects as teaching groups, and staffing, will have already
been organised.

At the application stage, you should only choose a fourth subject if your predicted grades are equivalent
to 56 points or more.

If you have any questions once you have had a chance to read through the Sixth Form Prospectus,
telephone the school on 01296 424781 and ask for Mrs Griffin or Mrs Houghton.

Please complete the online application form, which includes agreeing to our relevant policies,
by Monday 7th February 2022.

All completed applications will be acknowledged by an automated email. If you have not received such
an acknowledgement by 8th February 2022, please email sixthformadmissions@shfgs.co.uk to check that
your application has been received.

Please note that students will be invited to select their academic and co-curricular enrichment
opportunities once they have joined the school in September.
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SIXTH FORM ADMISSIONS
1 Entry to the sixth form is conditional and dependent on all of the following:

● attaining the minimum point score of 48 points from your ‘best 8’ subjects
● meeting the GCSE grade requirements in all chosen subjects (see pages on individual

subjects).
● attaining at least a grade 5 in both English language and mathematics.
● providing proof of legal residency and eligibility to study in the UK (suitable documents

include a valid birth certificate and British passport) on enrolment day

Students are required to study a minimum of three A Levels.

In addition, students will follow the LIFE! programme which will include preparation for life after
school, including university and the world of work. Students are also required to select courses from
the Enrichment programme unless they are studying four A Levels, when this becomes optional.

2 Conditional Offers to applicants are dependent on predicted GCSE (or equivalent) grades, which
suggest a student is academically suited to study A Levels in a grammar school sixth form.

3 The school expects students to have studied and gained qualifications in Ofqual accredited GCSE
courses, particularly in the core subjects of English and mathematics. Accredited courses are offered
by AQA, OCR, Pearson (Edexcel) and WJEC in England and Wales. Students whose GCSEs are from
other boards may be asked to resit a subject in a JCQ accredited course; cases will be reviewed on
an individual basis. Each student’s location and circumstances will be carefully considered.

A minimum entry requirement for the sixth form is 48 points at GCSE, based on the
best eight subjects and at least a grade 5 in each of GCSE English language and GCSE
mathematics. Please note the additional grade requirements for each subject shown in the
subject pages.

Credit will be given to those with vocational qualifications, with equivalent points apportioned
according to levels achieved. Please note that vocational qualification grade D2* and M2 are
designated points as 8.5 and 5.5 points respectively. This could result in a student attaining 47.5
points, however, there will be no rounding up to 48 points.

Tariff for Qualifications

Full
Course
GCSE
grade

Middle
Years

Programme
(MYP)

Sixth Form
Entry

POINTS

9 - 9

8 7 8

7 6 7

6 5 6

5 4 5

4 - 4

Level 2 BTECH/CTEC Sixth Form Entry
POINTS

D2* 8.5

D2 7

M2 5.5

P2 4
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4 If there are more applications from external students than places available, we apply our
oversubscription criteria outlined in our admissions policy available on our website. A prediction of 48
points or more does not therefore guarantee a conditional offer.

5 Applications to repeat Year 12 are rare for the following reason:

The government’s Funding Agency considers that 'the activity has already been funded'.
Only where there are 'exceptional circumstances outside the control of the student or the
Institution, such as a long term period of sickness' can funding be claimed by the school. 

In summary, there is currently no funding available for students to repeat the same subject(s), so it is
highly unlikely that this option will be available.

Decisions on these ‘out of age’ applications will be made taking all factors into account and will be made
after all standard applications have been dealt with.  Even if a student has met the above criteria, places
may not be available in the light of the number of applicants who have met their conditional offers, sixth
form capacity and availability of specific courses.
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TIMETABLE FOR ENTRY
OCTOBER
2021

Click the following link to view our 6th Form Google Site on the school website.

Read the Sixth Form Prospectus and this Options Booklet carefully.

Register on Admissions+ to receive notifications of upcoming events and deadlines.
Existing Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School year 11 students must login using the link
in the welcome email sent to their school email address. Students who are new to
the school should register using their personal email addresses where possible.

NOVEMBER/
DECEMBER

Research the subjects that would best suit your higher education and career
aspirations.

JANUARY
2022

Look at how your predicted GCSE grades fit in with the sixth form subject
requirements e.g. 6, 7, 8 points.

Discuss your suitability for the A Level courses you are interested in with staff at your
school. At Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School this will happen during the ‘Year 11
student interviews’ in January. All of our students will meet with a senior member of
staff to discuss choices post-16, here or elsewhere. Predicted GCSE grades and your
attitude to learning will be used to assess your suitability for our sixth form.

FEBRUARY Submit your application online via Admissions+ by Monday 7th February
2022 at the latest.

MARCH/APRIL All applicants should receive a decision via email by March 2022. Please contact us in
early April if that is not the case.

● Some students will receive a conditional offer - they will have a place reserved
at the school, providing they accept their offer via Admissions+ and achieve the
school’s minimum entry requirements, including in the subjects they wish to
study. Students must accept their conditional offer by the end of April for it to
remain valid.

● Some students will not be offered a place at this point. Some of these
students do achieve more highly than their teachers predict and we
welcome re-applications on GCSE results day.

The minimum point score for entry is 48 points from the best eight subject
results which must include English language and mathematics at a minimum
of a grade 5. Please note that it is likely that a prediction of more than 48 points will
be required for a student to be made a conditional offer; if there are more
applications from external students than places available, we apply our
oversubscription criteria outlined in our admissions policy available on our website.

JUNE/JULY All students holding a conditional offer are invited to an Induction Day on Thursday
23rd June 2022 (this is a provisional date so please check our website nearer the
time; we will also email confirmation of the event with further details in May/June).
On this day, students will have the opportunity to meet and work with prospective
and current sixth formers, as well as the staff likely to be teaching and tutoring
them.

AUGUST GCSE Results Day & SHFGS Enrolment Day
We will communicate the date of GCSE results day via Admissions+ and on our
website.

Internal candidates with a conditional offer will know on GCSE results day whether
they have qualified for a place in the sixth form. Students must confirm their place
on GCSE results day by completing the enrolment form on Admissions+ or their
place may be allocated to someone on the waiting list. Details about the day will be
issued via Admissions+ nearer to the time.

Applicants who are new to the school who have been offered a conditional place
must confirm their place on GCSE results day by completing the enrolment form on
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Admissions+. Students must bring a copy of their results with them to SHFGS,
including any GCSEs sat earlier than May/June 2022, and proof of legal residency
and eligibility to study e.g. passport. This must take place on GCSE results day or
alternatively have arranged for an agreed date (usually the next working day) to do
so.

All applicants must check that they qualify for their specific subject choices
when they confirm their place.

A LEVEL ART & DESIGN

The course is built around the practical ‘hands on’ activity of making art to express ideas and feelings.
Closely linked to this is the study of art in a historical and cultural context. By the end of the course you
will have acquired a broad appreciation of art and design and its role in society, and advanced practical
artistic skills.

In the early stages the course is structured to encourage a fundamental understanding of the language
of art and design: colour, line, shape, form, tone, pattern and texture. You will study drawing techniques
and use a variety of colour media. You will also be doing photographic work, digital work and sculpture.
The development of observational and practical skills is supported by regular visits to exhibitions and
galleries. Contextual and historical studies are integrated with practical activities. For your coursework
project you will be carrying out research in an area of art which interests you. During the latter stages of
Year 12 you will be expected to develop your own ideas, style and methods of working to a greater
extent.

A Level art & design is a demanding subject that requires initiative, determination and a willingness to
become thoroughly involved in all aspects of the course. You will need to show evidence of a high level
of observational skill. External students must bring a portfolio of work to show the subject
leader for art.

Students will be expected to provide some of their own materials.  The initial outlay is about £30.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in GCSE Art. Students with grade 6 or above in textiles or graphics
would be considered.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
At A Level, the assessment pattern is very similar to that at GCSE, with a range of preparatory work
underpinning the project outcomes. There are a number of coursework units and an externally set
assignment involving a fifteen hour timed examination.

EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel Syllabus 9FA0

Links with Other Subjects
Art & design links closely with graphic design, English and history.

Options after A Level
Students of A Level art & design can progress to many university and Higher Education courses with a
creative or cultural element such as English, fine art, art history, cultural studies, interior design,
architecture, graphic design, history. Studying at a specialist art school can lead to work as a
professional artist. Entry to art school often follows a year’s Art Foundation course.

Art restoration, digital animation, gallery management, art dealing, exhibition management, teaching,
arts administration, fashion and journalism are other possible career paths.

The highly creative skills acquired through visual arts can also be useful in a wide variety of careers such
as advertising, events management and broadcasting.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Miss K. Badger    Email: KBadger@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL BIOLOGY

Biology is a very popular subject at A Level, and has enjoyed considerable examination success over the
years. The OCR syllabus we follow is both interesting and challenging, stimulating most of our students
into developing a wider interest in the subject. Indeed, many of them go on to study biological and
biomedical sciences at university. Students considering such courses should consider taking chemistry to
A Level as many universities make this a course requirement.

In the sixth form you will have two teachers. We find that this helps to ensure that students experience
an even wider range of teaching and learning methods and can benefit most from the expertise of the
teaching staff.

The specification is divided into six units, each covering different key concepts in biology. Applications of
biology are covered throughout the course.  Further information can be found on the OCR website.

Practical skills are an important part of the course with assessed experiments occurring throughout.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in GCSE biology, or two grade 6s in GCSE double award science.
Students who are not studying A level mathematics and who have grade 6 or less in GCSE mathematics
will need to study the one-year level 3 AQA mathematical studies course offered as an enrichment
choice.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
The course is linear with three examinations sat in June of Year 13.

There are three written exams, two of 2¼ hours duration, one of 90 minutes. These all test knowledge,
understanding and practical skills. Candidates must also receive a ‘practical skills endorsement’ from
their teacher to pass the examination.

EXAMINATION BOARD OCR Syllabus H420

Links with Other Subjects
Biology is a diverse subject and links well with many other disciplines. It is closely associated with
chemistry, mathematics and physics, most of which use data analysis, numeracy and scientific
investigation. It also supports other subjects such as dance, PE and psychology.

Options after A Level
Studying biology in the sixth form is a pathway to a wide variety of degree, HND/HNC qualifications at
universities and other Higher Education institutions.

Biology students may like to consider the following courses among others: anatomy, animal behaviour,
audiology, biological sciences, biology combined with business studies or a foreign language, biomedical
science, biotechnology, marine biology, botany, microbiology, bacteriology, countryside management,
crop science, dance, dentistry, environmental toxicology, equine studies, food studies, genetics, health
sciences, medicine, midwifery, neuroscience, nursing, pharmacology, physiotherapy, psychology, sports
and exercise science, veterinary science, zoology.

The transferable skills gained from a degree in a science subject are highly valued in the corporate world.

Please note that for many of the above courses with a high scientific content, it is a requirement to have
studied chemistry at A Level.  Students should bear this in mind when selecting their courses.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Dr A. Gallienne   Email: AGallienne@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL BUSINESS
Business makes the world go round. In nearly every country in the world there is business
infrastructure. There are a huge number of pathways for someone studying business - from
creating the next technology start-up company to managing a key team of pharmaceutical research
scientists. Studying business offers a good understanding of how companies and organisations work
and what the current business world is like.

Among the topics studied are:

● tactical and strategic management
● financial management
● budgets and cash flow
● operations management
● marketing
● human resources
● the political, social, technological and economic environment.

The interrelated nature of business is demonstrated using business models, theories and techniques to
support analysis of contemporary business issues and situations. The subject is developed through a
case study approach; after learning the theory students are given a business situation which they must
then analyse and evaluate in order to put into practice what they have learned. The content is designed
to engage students through topics and issues that are relevant in today’s society, including key
developments such as digital technology, business ethics and globalisation.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There is no prerequisite to have studied business at GCSE, but in this case a minimum grade 6 in GCSE
English Language and maths is required. If you have studied business at GCSE then the minimum
requirement is grade 6 in GCSE business. For these students, who are not studying A level mathematics
and who have grade 6 or less in GCSE mathematics, they will need to study the one-year level 3 AQA
mathematical studies course offered as an enrichment choice.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
The course is linear with three examinations sat in June of Year 13, each 2 hours long and worth one
third of the total marks.

Subject Content Year 12
● What is Business?
● Managers, Leadership and decision-making.
● Decision-making to improve marketing, operational, financial and human resource

performance.

Subject Content Year 13
● Analysing the strategic position of a business.
● Choosing strategic direction.
● How to pursue strategies.
● Managing strategic change.

EXAMINATION BOARD AQA Syllabus 7132

Links with Other Subjects
Business can complement any other subject. Popular subjects are languages, sports science, English,
politics, economics, psychology and history.

Options after A Level
There are a huge range of business degrees available. The main options are:

● A broad business degree, sometimes called business management, a range of modules are
studied to give an overall understanding of the different areas of business.

● A more specialised degree which will cover one area in more detail, for example marketing,
accounting or even economics of contemporary China.

● It's relatively common to study a joint degree where business is combined with another
subject such as computer science, a language or law. Many European universities teach
business & management courses in English.

● It is also a useful introduction to an apprenticeship degree in Business Management, work
experience placement, the corporate workplace and provides a solid skill and knowledge
foundation for future entrepreneurs.

For further information please contact
Faculty Leader, Mrs J. Pilkington   Email: JPilkington@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL CHEMISTRY

Chemistry is the science that explains how materials behave and how new materials can be made.
Chemistry is at the forefront of advancing new technologies in these areas, as well as developing
alternative energy resources and working towards reducing pollution. The course will give students an
in-depth understanding of current theories, offer an opportunity for developing practical skills and
provide plenty of links between what is being studied and its applications.

The successful A Level chemist will be a deep thinker and an independent learner. The ability to picture
and imagine behaviour of particles too small to be seen is essential. Chemistry suits a student who likes
to find things out by experiment but who can also consider and evaluate evidence in arriving at a theory
or solution to a problem.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in GCSE chemistry, or two grade 6s in GCSE double award science.
Students who are not studying A level mathematics and who have grade 6 or less in GCSE mathematics
will need to study the one-year level 3 AQA mathematical studies course offered as an enrichment
choice.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
The OCR linear A Level course being followed begins with a detailed study of the atom, structure and
bonding, the periodic table and calculations involving relative atomic masses. Students would then go on
to study a unit about chains, energy and resources. Practical skills are an important element of the
course, and will be assessed in written papers at the end of the course. The theory component of the
course is assessed by written examinations taken in June of Year 13.

EXAMINATION BOARD OCR Syllabus Chemistry A H432,

Links with Other Subjects
Chemistry links with mathematics, biology, physics and geography. Study of chemistry itself at
university usually requires A Level mathematics.

Options after A Level
Studying chemistry in the sixth form is a pathway to a wide variety of degrees, HND and HNC
qualifications at universities and other Higher Education institutions.

Chemistry students may like to consider the following courses among others: medicine, dentistry,
veterinary science, pharmacology, pharmacy, chemical engineering, biochemistry, biomedical science,
material science, forensic science, engineering, environmental science, earth science, geology,
agriculture, archaeology.

The transferable skills gained from a degree in a science subject are highly valued in the corporate world.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Mrs U Koshal  Email: ukoshal@shfgs.co.uk

KS5 coordinator :jravjee@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL COMPUTER SCIENCE

Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply the academic principles learned in the
classroom to real world problems and systems. It is a highly creative subject that is intellectually
rewarding and which teaches problem solving skills and thought processes that are applicable across
many different areas. Students will gain a deep understanding of the digital world around them.
Increasingly, computer science is an enabler for other areas – for example, few medical breakthroughs
happen without the involvement of a computer scientist.

The successful A Level computer scientist will be a deep thinker and an independent learner. The ability
to analyse and solve problems using a computational thinking approach is essential. Computer science
suits a student who likes to be challenged and who is rewarded by the problem solving process and who
is able to think logically, applying their knowledge and research skills to provide practical solutions to
problems.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in GCSE computer science and a grade 6 in GCSE maths.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
The course has three major components and is assessed in two written papers, each worth 40% of the
final qualification, and a non-exam assessment programming project for the remaining 20%.

The first component is computer systems which focuses on the following areas:
● The characteristics of contemporary processors, input, output and storage devices
● Software and software development
● Exchanging data
● Data types, data structures and algorithms
● Legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues

The second component focuses on algorithms and computational thinking:
● Elements of computational thinking
● Problem solving and programming
● Algorithms

The final component is a non-exam assessment programming project. The student will define a task and
analyse, design, develop, test, evaluate and document a solution using a high level programming
language. They will be expected to show an agile development approach to their solution of the problem.

EXAMINATION BOARD OCR         Syllabus H446

Links with Other Subjects
Computer Science links with mathematics, but can also link to any other subject in the curriculum
depending on the interests of the student. The non-exam assessment component of the course allows
the student to complete a project of their own choice, which allows the student great creativity in their
response.

Options after A Level
Studying computer science in the sixth form is a pathway to a wide variety of degrees, HND and HNC
qualifications at universities and other Higher Education institutions.

There are a great many university computer science degrees available which allow specialisation in
specific areas; programming, computer graphics, artificial intelligence, robotics and networking, to name
a few.

Virtually every organisation will have an information technology infrastructure at the heart of its
operations, and so a degree in computer science opens up a world of opportunities across a very wide
range of industries, not just in technology companies.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Mr C. Spencer Email: CSpencer@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL DANCE

The A Level dance course is designed to:
● enable students to experience performance and choreography
● extend students’ appreciation of dance and to develop critical thinking skills in relation to dance

as an art form
● allow a diverse range of genres and styles to be studied, therefore looking at a range of dance

works and choreographers
● develop a significant foundation of knowledge for the study of dance through higher education
● develop a healthy lifestyle through an awareness of the importance of exercise and training

Assessment Objectives are:
● knowledge, understanding and experience of performance, choreography and appreciation of

dance as an art form. This will be achieved through exploring and making connections between
theory and practice, critically engaging in the analysis of professional repertoire, leading to a
holistic approach to the study of the subject

● their artistic and historical knowledge of dance in the wider cultural context
● a range of skills relating to problem solving, organisation, team-work and leadership

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
If GCSE dance has been taken, the minimum requirement is grade 6. If you have not studied dance at
GCSE, you will need to have had dance classes outside of school and will be asked to provide evidence of
the practical grades attained.

EQUIPMENT
You will need black trousers and a top suitable to dance in. Tops that expose midriffs or very short shorts
are not permitted. You will need an electronic device to access work set on Google Classroom in lessons.

VISITS AND WORKSHOPS
Students will be expected to take part in at least one trip/visit and at least one workshop during each
year of their A Level studies, the department usually pays for at least one of these workshops. There will
also be non compulsory visits and extracurricular opportunities.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE

Component 1: Performance and Choreography (practical examination, worth 50% of final marks)

● Solo performance linked to a specific practitioner within an area of study
● Performance in a quartet
● Group Choreography

Component 2: Critical Engagement (written examination - 2½ hours, worth 50% of final marks)

● Knowledge, understanding and critical appreciation of a compulsory set work and its location
within a corresponding area of study.

● Knowledge, understanding and critical engagement of one optional set work and its location
within a corresponding area of study.

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA Syllabus 7237

Links with Other Subjects
Dance ideally complements the other performing arts of music and drama & theatre studies, the
interpretive and analytical elements of English and contextual aspects of history.

Options after A Level
A level dance is valued as part of a well-rounded education. It instils physical and mental discipline as
well as nurturing creativity.

Students of A Level dance can progress to choreography, dance and musical theatre courses at
universities and specialist dance colleges. Teaching, journalism and arts administration are possible
career paths as well as professional work in the entertainment field.

The creative and collaborative skills acquired through dance can also be useful in a wide variety of
careers, such as business and events management.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Mrs P. Fisher-Coldwell    Email:Pfisher-coldwell@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL DESIGN ANDTECHNOLOGY:
PRODUCT DESIGN

Learning about design and technology at A level strengthens your critical thinking and problem solving
skills within a creative environment. This enables you to develop and make prototypes/products that
solve real-world problems whilst considering your own and others’ needs, wants, aspirations and values.
OCR’s A Level qualification requires you to identify market needs and opportunities for new products,
initiate and develop design solutions, and make and test prototypes/products. You will acquire subject
knowledge in design and technology, including how a product can be developed through the stages of
prototyping, realisation and commercial manufacture.

Design and Technology enables you to take every opportunity to integrate and apply your understanding
and knowledge from other subject areas studied during Key Stage 4, with a particular focus on science
and mathematics. This qualification offers the opportunity to apply your wider learning through creativity
and innovation. You will develop your intellectual curiosity about the design and manufacture of products
and systems, and their impact on daily life and the wider world

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in a GCSE design related subject.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
There will be two written examination papers, together worth 50% of the total marks and the remaining
50% will be coursework.

Written Paper 1 (1½ hours, worth 27% of final marks)
● analyse existing products
● demonstrate applied mathematical skills
● demonstrate their technical knowledge of materials, product functionality, manufacturing

processes and techniques
● demonstrate their understanding of wider social, moral and environmental issues that impact on

the design and manufacturing industries.

Written Paper 2 (1¾ hours, worth 23% of final marks)
● apply their knowledge, understanding and skills of designing and manufacturing prototypes and

products
● demonstrate their higher thinking skills to solve problems and evaluate situations and suitability

of design solutions.

Non- Examined Assessment (coursework) (worth 50% of final marks)
The ‘Iterative Design Project’ requires learners to undertake a substantial design, make and evaluate
project centred on the iterative processes of explore, create and evaluate. Learners identify a design
opportunity or problem from a context of their own choice, and create a portfolio of evidence in real time
through the project to demonstrate their competence.

EXAMINATION BOARD OCR Syllabus H406

Links with Other Subjects
Design & Technology: product design links closely with mathematics and physics as well as art & design,
business, English and history.

Options after A Level
Students may consider university and higher education courses in architecture, materials science,
engineering and business & management. The skills acquired can also be useful in a wide variety of roles
in the manufacturing business world from product placement to packaging and the supply chain. It can
also be a springboard for inventors and design entrepreneurs.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Miss K. Badger   Email: KBadger@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL DRAMA AND THEATRE

Drama and Theatre A Level aims to extend your knowledge, imagination, sensitivity and insight into the
complexities of theatre and to explore the nature of dramatic experience. You will acquire knowledge
and understanding of the language of drama and theatre as well as develop your performing and
analytical skills, operating more autonomously, and with confidence, within a drama and theatre context.

To follow the course successfully, a genuine interest in the theatre and drama is necessary. You will need
to be curious about issues and ideas and have a creative instinct for communicating your views through
drama. You may be keen on acting, writing or on the visual and technical aspects of theatre and wish to
develop your skills in some or all of these areas. Moreover, you must be able to work cooperatively
within the group.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
If GCSE drama has been taken, the minimum requirement is grade 6. If you have not studied drama at
GCSE, you will need to have a minimum grade 6 in GCSE English Language.

EQUIPMENT
You will need a black T-shirt and loose 'jogging bottoms' or the performing arts kit for all practical
lessons.

VISITS
You will be expected to attend at least two theatre visits, with the drama department, in order to
complete the course successfully.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
Component 1:Theatre Workshop - Internally assessed practical work and written creative log (20%)

Create, develop and perform a piece of theatre based on a reinterpretation of an extract from a text,
based on the work of an influential theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre company.

Component 2:Text in Action - Externally assessed practical work and written process and evaluation
report (40%)

Create, develop and perform two pieces of theatre based on a stimulus. One devised and one scripted
piece.

Component 3:Text in Performance - Externally assessed 2½ hour written examination (40%)

EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC Eduqas Syllabus A690QSL

Links with Other Subjects
Drama and Theatre ideally complements the other performing arts of music and dance, as well as
English.

Options after A Level
A Level drama and theatre is valued as part of a well-rounded education. It instils self-confidence and
nurtures creativity.

Students of A Level drama and theatre can progress to many university and Higher Education courses
with a creative or cultural element such as English, American studies, drama, creative writing, theatre
production, stage management, dance, music, choreography, musical theatre. Studying at a specialist
drama school can lead to professional work in the entertainment field. Teaching, arts administration and
journalism are other possible career paths.

The creative and collaborative skills acquired through drama & theatre can also be useful in a wide
variety of careers such as business, events management and broadcasting.

For further information please contact
Faculty Leader, Mr D. Langley    Email: DLangley@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL ECONOMICS

Economics is essential to understanding the world in which we live and work. Some of the topics you will
be covering are:- The environmental impact of producing a good/service; why footballers earn more than
nurses?; development economics; impact of Covid on the UK and global economy; BREXIT; market
rigging in the financial sector; study of economists such as Marx, Hayek; behavioural economics.

In addition to introducing you to analytical thinking about topical issues, the study of economics at A
level offers you the benefit of being highly regarded by employers and universities. The department’s
record in terms of grades achieved is extremely good. Many students who take up the course in Year 12
go on to study economics, or a related subject at university.

Competitions and conferences are used to deepen your knowledge and understanding. Specialist
economics magazines are available to subscribe to if you choose, and there are a range of digital
resources to assist too.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There is no prerequisite to have studied economics at GCSE, but in this case a minimum grade 6 in GCSE
mathematics and English Language is required. If you have studied economics at GCSE then the
minimum requirement is grade 6 in this subject. For these students, who are not studying A level
mathematics and who have grade 6 or less in GCSE mathematics, they will need to study the one-year
level 3 AQA mathematical studies course offered as an enrichment choice.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
This comprises three units which are all examined at the end of Year 13. Each of the units is worth a
third of the total marks for the qualification, and each examination will last for 2 hours. Exams consisting
of multiple-choice, short answers, data responses and essays The three units are as follows:

Paper 1: Microeconomics – this looks at how individuals make decisions, applied to the world in which
we live. It covers the topics of: scarcity and choice; how competitive markets work; competition and
power; labour markets; and market failure and government intervention

Paper 2: Macroeconomics – this looks at issues that affect economies as a whole, applied to the world
in which we live. It covers the topics of: macroeconomic policy objectives and performance; aggregate
demand and aggregate supply; the application of policies; the global context; and the financial sector

Paper 3: Synoptic Paper - this final unit draws on all the content of components 1 and 2, asking
candidates to apply the theories that have been learnt to unseen real world scenarios.

EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel Syllabus 9ECO

Links with Other Subjects
Economics is a diverse subject with links to many subjects but particularly mathematics, government &
politics, history and geography. Some universities require A Level mathematics in order to study for a
degree in economics.

Options after A Level
Economics students may like to consider the following courses among others: economics, econometrics,
economic history, PPE, accountancy, business management, finance, politics, international relations or
global sustainability. Many European universities teach economics courses in English.

International companies, banks, governments and humanitarian organisations are large employers of
economics graduates.

For further information please contact
Faculty Leader, Mrs J. Pilkington   Email: JPilkington@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE

Do you enjoy discussing novels, plays and poems in order to analyse their meaning? Do you sometimes
think a character is quite different from what other people seem to believe? Do you think words are
interesting? If you answered “Yes” to these questions it could be that A Level English literature is for
you. At this level you will have to think for yourself far more than you did at GCSE; any text has several
interpretations and you will have the opportunity to discuss these in class. You will also be expected to
have good essay writing skills.  Obviously you should enjoy reading.

So why do students choose to study English literature? For most, it is because they liked the subject at
GCSE, and usually do well at it. For some it is because it complements their other choices. For others it
figures as a key subject in their career choice. When considering English literature as an A level choice
you should bear in mind that:

● some of the texts you study will be difficult. You will need to persevere, because you will have
to do some independent reading

● the texts will be varied. You will look at prose, poetry and drama and you will be expected to
have an open-minded approach. You don’t have to like everything we study but you must be
prepared to give it a go - whether it’s 14th century poetry or the most recent modern novel

● there will be regular written assignments and you will be expected to meet deadlines
● you will need to read and research independently
● you should be willing to express your views and exchange ideas freely in class. Discussion is a

vital part of all lessons and we look for an informed personal response. You will be
expected to form your own interpretations of the texts.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum entry requirement for this course is a grade 6 in English literature or English language at
GCSE. Sixth form students are expected to pay for their own texts, as all copies need to be heavily
annotated. We estimate the cost to be £30 for Year 12 and a further £30 for the Year 13. Where exams
are open book, the school will provide clean copies of texts for students to use in exams. Books to be
studied will be recommended by the department to ensure approved editions are used.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
NB: The texts listed below are included as examples; your teacher will tell you which texts you will study
at the beginning of your course.

Paper 1: Literary Genres – Tragedy or Comedy (2 hour 30 minute examination: 40%)
Study of three texts: one Shakespeare (e.g. Othello or Taming of the Shrew), one drama text (e.g.
Death of a Salesman or The Importance of Being Earnest), and one further text (e.g. poetry by John
Keats or an anthology of modern poetry).

Paper 2: Texts and Genres – Political and Social Protest Writing (3 hour examination: 40%)
Study of three texts: two prose (e.g. The Handmaid’s Tale, The Kite Runner), one poetry (e.g. Songs of
Innocence and Experience by William Blake) and the study of unseen passages of political and social
protest writing.

Paper 3: Non-exam assessment – Theory and Independence (coursework: 20%)
Study of two texts: one poetry and one prose, informed by the study of a Critical Anthology. Production
of two essays of 1250-1500 words, each responding to a different text and linking to a different aspect
of the Critical Anthology.

EXAMINATION BOARD AQA Literature B 7717

Links with Other Subjects
English complements every other subject but especially history, theatre studies, modern foreign
languages and fine art.

Options after A Level
English is a very popular course at university and is an acceptable subject for all courses, not just those
leading to an arts or humanities degree. Possible careers range from the obvious choices of journalism,
media, creative and dramatic writing, publishing and librarianship to law, the Civil Service, politics,
teaching and advertising. The rigorous academic skills acquired through a degree in English are highly
regarded by corporate graduate employers.

For further information please contact
Faculty Leader, Mrs E Brooks Email: ebrooks@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL FRENCH  - GERMAN  - SPANISH

To broaden your horizons and improve your communication skills, continue to study at least one foreign
language at A Level if you can. You will certainly enhance your travel and job prospects in, for example,
teaching, business, finance and law.

In the sixth form you will build on the basic knowledge that you already have. At A Level the course is
not simply the study of language, but the civilisation and culture of the country as well. You must be
prepared to take every opportunity to speak, read widely, listen to the radio and watch television - all in
the foreign language. There is the opportunity to complement your other studies by pursuing particular
areas of interest in greater depth, and developing a personal and independent response to them.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement to study French, German or Spanish is grade 6 in that language at GCSE.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE

Paper 1: 2 hours 30 minutes: listening, reading, translation to and from the language
(50% of total A level)

Paper 2: 2 hours: writing about a book and a film studied during the course.
(20% of total A level)

Paper 3: 21 – 23 minutes: speaking
Discussion of a stimulus card, presentation and discussion of an individual research topic
(30% of total A level)

EXAMINATION BOARD AQA French A level syllabus 7652
German A level syllabus 7592
Spanish A level syllabus 7692

Links with Other Subjects
Modern foreign languages link with a wide range of other subjects.

Options after A Level
Modern foreign languages can be studied as single subjects at university or combined with another
language or many other subjects. Careers can include international relations, the Diplomatic Service,
interpreting and translation services, journalism, media, law, teaching, humanitarian work, tourism,
international banking.

The fine attention to detail and global outlook acquired through the study of a foreign language are
highly regarded by corporate employers.

For further information please contact
Faculty Leader, Mr G. Maddocks   Email: GMaddocks@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY

INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE
Geography is a fascinating subject which at A level engages with the relationship of human populations
to each other over space and time and their relationship with their physical environment at a variety of
scales from the local to the global. The subject links particularly effectively to other humanities subjects
such as history and philosophy, to social sciences such as politics, economics and sociology, and also
combines well with biology, maths and computer science. Geographers gain a great deal of skills in ICT,
such as presentation and use of G.I.S., as well as statistical data analysis, report writing and critical
evaluation.

Most importantly geographers gain a true understanding of the world around us: of the constant changes
taking place in both the human and the physical environment. As a result they are better prepared to
tackle the challenges that the remainder of the 21st century will throw at us, and will be sought after by
employers for their ability to adapt to these changes. Geography teaching aims to prepare students for
the problems that we will all face, and to equip them with the skills and long-sightedness to find
sustainable solutions to them.

The geography course content follows an ‘issues to impacts to responses’ theme throughout. It has a
developmental structure designed to facilitate progression through the course and beyond to link with
the demands of higher level study. Concepts covered at GCSE may be revisited at A-Level, but not
repeated.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in GCSE geography, if already taken at GCSE. There is no
prerequisite to have studied geography at GCSE, but in this case a grade 6 or better in GCSE
mathematics is required. Students who are not studying A level mathematics and who have grade 6 or
less in GCSE mathematics will need to study the one-year level 3 AQA mathematical studies course
offered as an enrichment choice.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
There will be two examinations at the end of Year 13, one on Physical Geography and one on Human
Geography. During the two year course students will also be required to produce a piece of coursework
that is internally assessed.

Paper 1: Physical Geography (40% of A level)
Units of study: Water & Carbon Cycles; Coastal Systems and Landscapes; Hazards.

Paper 2: Human Geography (40% of A level)
Units of Study: Global Systems and Global Governance; Changing Places; Population and the
Environment.

Coursework (20% of A level, roughly 3000-4000 words)
Students complete an individual investigation which must include data collected in the field. The
individual investigation will be based on a question or issue defined and developed by the student
relating to any part of the specification content.

VISITS
In Year 12 we run a residential field trip to Swanage in order to collect data for the fieldwork component.
The approximate cost of the trip will be £260.00 for 3 days. We would strongly recommend that all
students take part in any field trips during the course.

EXAMINATION BOARD AQA Syllabus 7037

Options after A level
Many of our geography students opt to choose geography at degree level. However, many also progress
to a diverse range of university courses including: economics, politics, business and management,
sociology, global sustainability, geology, geophysics, land management, architecture, town planning,
transport management, tourism, meteorology, earth sciences, environmental science, and oceanography.

Geographers find themselves in increasing demand from employers in sectors such as renewable
energies, geotechnical engineering, public services, logistical and management services, and
international humanitarian organisations. However, geographers are particularly employable since they
will have gained a range of transferable and adaptable skills that are more relevant than ever in today’s
fast changing job market.

For further information please contact
Faculty Leader, Mr M. Williams       Email: MWilliams@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL HISTORY

Studying A level history offers you the opportunity to think for yourself about some of the people and
issues that have shaped the past. It gives you an appreciation of human behaviour, a deeper
understanding of current affairs and an ability to think independently and make decisions and
judgements.

“Historians are dangerous people - they have ways of upsetting people.”  (Khrushchev)

“History is a pack of lies we play on the dead.” (Voltaire)

“The past is a foreign country – they do things differently there.” (L P Hartley)

What are the benefits of the course?

As well as studying interesting topics, you will learn and develop valuable communication and critical
thinking skills, such as analysing data, assessing evidence, formulating arguments and making
judgements.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in GCSE history.

VISITS
There are no costs for the student, other than voluntary attendance at history conferences (around £25
per conference) and optional purchase of the text books. It is likely that there will be day trips to
relevant historical sites within the UK.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
Units 1 and 3 are worth 30%, unit 2 is worth 20%. Unit 4 is a coursework assignment worth 20%.
Questions are set on historical enquiry, interpretation and source analysis.

1. Britain transformed, 1918–97 – examining political, economic and social changes such as the rise
of political challenge, creation of a welfare state and popular culture.

2. The USA, 1955–92; conformity and challenge – examining protest, economic, political and social
changes such as civil rights, the Watergate scandal and cultural challenge.

3. The witch craze in Britain, Europe and North America, c1580–c1750.

4. Coursework – an independent enquiry of your own choice.

EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel Syllabus 9H10

Links with Other Subjects
History links with English, politics, economics, business, psychology, religious studies, modern foreign
languages, drama, art  and geography.

Options after A Level
History is a very popular course at university and is an acceptable subject for entry to all courses, not
just those leading to an arts or humanities degree. Possible careers include law, journalism, archaeology,
building conservation, museum and archive services, the Civil Service, politics, broadcasting and
teaching.

Corporate graduate employers appreciate the rigorous academic skills acquired through a degree in
history. Any career that rewards clear thinking, good writing, articulate speaking, and the ability to ask
and answer complicated questions about how the world works will be open to a well-trained history
student.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Mrs J. Pilkington   Email: JPilkington@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL MATHEMATICS
WHY STUDY MATHEMATICS?
Both employers and universities see mathematics as evidence of significant ability and real career
potential. The study of mathematical methods greatly helps to develop logical and ordered thought and
the techniques learned complement almost all combinations of A Level subjects. Over the two year
course content will be studied leading to three examinations. Two will cover the Pure Mathematics
content and a third paper will be half Mechanics and half Statistics.

Pure Mathematics will form the core of your study. You will extend your knowledge of algebra and
trigonometry to a much deeper level, and meet some new ideas such as numerical analysis and calculus.

Statistics will develop your ability to handle data confidently in order to draw conclusions about it. This
study will be useful for many subjects such as business, economics, psychology or geography, and is a
necessary skill for many future careers.

Mechanics shares content with the physics A level syllabus such as constant and variable acceleration,
moments and applications of forces. Here you will use Newton’s laws of motion and mathematics to
solve a range of problems.

All students studying mathematics in Year 12 will be given the opportunity to sit the UKMT Senior
Mathematics Challenge in November. All mathematics students are also expected to give support to the
school by attending a lower school class once each week to work with students who find mathematics
challenging.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in GCSE mathematics (Higher Tier).

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
The course is examined at the end of Year 13.

A LEVEL FURTHER MATHEMATICS
FURTHER MATHEMATICS AS AN ‘ADDITIONAL SUBJECT’
If you really love mathematics and are a very able student then you should consider joining our further
mathematics course. A student wishing to study further mathematics will need a minimum grade 8 in
GCSE mathematics to have the necessary foundation to begin the course.

It is also an advantage to follow this course if you are considering reading mathematics at university or
taking an Oxbridge natural sciences course. Further Mathematics is a second A level qualification and
consequently more lessons are offered. Further Mathematics is taken alongside mathematics and further
develops the Pure Mathematics content and may introduce the idea of Decision Mathematics. Note:
students studying mathematics and further mathematics are required to study two other A
level subjects in addition to these qualifications.

EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel        Syllabus Mathematics 9MA0
Further Mathematics 9FM0

Links with Other Subjects
Mathematics links with all three sciences, geography, economics and business.

Options after A Level
Mathematics, particularly statistics, is an integral part of many university and other higher education
courses. Suitable courses include: accounting, finance, business and management, mathematics,
statistics, economics, econometrics, physics, engineering, chemistry, psychology, computer science, and
philosophy. Graduates of courses with significant mathematical content are highly sought after in the
corporate world, public services, global industries and international organisations with careers ranging
from stockbroking to logistics to internet entrepreneurship.

For further information please contact
Faculty Leader, Mrs S. Goodman   Email: SGoodman@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL MUSIC

The Edexcel A level music course allows students to develop further the composition and performance
skills introduced at GCSE. Students also learn to apply more detailed background and musical
knowledge and a high level of analytical skills to a range of musical scores. Students learn how to
identify and describe a wide range of musical styles, and to place musical examples within a historical
and social context.

The A level music course offers students the opportunity to develop the skills and knowledge required in
preparation for university or music college, whilst also providing them the opportunity to pursue and
develop their own preferred musical interests.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum entry requirement is GCSE grade 6. All students must be accomplished performers in their
main instrument. Typically students should be at least grade five standard on their main instrument by
the start of the course and need to be grade seven standard before the end of Year 13.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE

Component 1: Performing Music (30%)
This unit gives students the opportunity to extend their performance skills as soloists and/or as part of
an ensemble. They are expected to give a public performance of one or more pieces, performed as a
recital at the end of the A Level course. The performance must last a minimum of eight minutes and
must be of grade seven standard or above. Any instrument/voice is acceptable and the performance
may be in any style.

Component 2: Composing (30%)
For this unit students complete a total of two compositions: one to a brief set by Edexcel, and a second
either as a free composition or also in response to a brief. The first composition must last 4 minutes in
duration and is worth 40 marks. The second composition must be at least 1 minute and is worth 20
marks. The total duration across both submissions must be a minimum of 6 minutes. Both compositions
are submitted at the end of the A Level course.

Component 3: Appraising (40%)
This unit develops students’ knowledge and understanding of musical elements, contexts and language.
It builds on the listening, appraising and analysis skills taught at GCSE. This is applied through six areas
of study: Vocal music; Instrumental Music; Music for Film; Popular Music and Jazz; Fusions, and New
Directions. They will also apply their knowledge to unfamiliar works in these areas. The unit is assessed
as a 2 hour written paper marked out of 100. Students will answer four questions related to the set
works that they have studied in detail. These questions will assess their listening skills as well as their
ability to complete a short dictation question. They will also answer two essay questions where they will
analyse the set works by element, place them in context and draw links from these pieces to new pieces.

EXAMINATION BOARD Pearson/Edexcel Syllabus 9MU0

Links with Other Subjects
Music ideally complements the other performing arts of dance and theatre studies (Drama), as well as
maths, English, history, and art & design. It is also an excellent ‘stand alone’ subject for students who
wish to broaden their curriculum in the sixth form.

Options after A Level
Music is considered a rigorous academic subject and is valued as part of a well-rounded education. It
instils physical and mental discipline as well as nurturing creativity.

Students can follow many degree courses: music, musical theatre, music technology, English, cultural
studies, world music, popular music and sound recording among others. Gifted performers may consider
applying to a conservatoire such as the Royal Academy of Music. Composition, music management,
recording engineering, teaching, journalism and arts administration are also possible career paths as well
as professional work in the entertainment field.

The creative and collaborative skills acquired through music can also be beneficial in a wide variety of
careers such as business and events management.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Miss E.-L. Bahra   Email: EBahra@shfgs.co.uk

24 Contents Page

mailto:EBahra@shfgs.co.uk


A LEVEL PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION & ETHICS

If you are looking for a subject that will train you to think logically, precisely, rigorously and humanely
then this is the course for you.

Philosophy, religion and ethics enables you to:

● Learn to put your views across in speech and in writing in a structured and confident way
● Be able to respond to complex issues maturely
● Appreciate the way that thought and belief have developed
● Explore your own beliefs and opinions about a wide variety of topics; from the way society

should be structured and the basis for valid laws and rules, to the way we understand and
describe spirituality and a sense of the ‘other’.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in GCSE religious studies. There is no prerequisite to have studied
religious studies at GCSE, but in this case you will need to have a grade 6 or better in GCSE English
Language.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
Assessment of the A level is through three written papers:

● Philosophy of Religion 2 hours
● Religion and Ethics 2 hours
● Study of Buddhism 2 hours

EXAMINATION BOARD WJEC Eduqas Syllabus A120PD

Links with Other Subjects
Philosophy and ethics investigates and unpicks underlying beliefs and assumptions behind the views of
society throughout history, and as such provides an excellent support for Arts subjects such as
government and politics, history and English literature. In the second year the course looks further into
areas such as the role of the human mind, the possibility of a determined world and the function and
meaning of language, drawing largely on areas of psychology, sociology, biology and physics.

Options after A Level
The rigorous intellectual demands and interdisciplinary nature of philosophy and ethics mean that it is
accepted for all university and higher education courses. As the oldest taught subject at university,
students will find Philosophy and Ethics an excellent grounding for any analytical degree course such as
Law, Medicine, Psychology, Business and Management, Sociology as well as Philosophy, PPE (Philosophy,
Politics and Economics) and Theology.

Career possibilities are wide ranging and include journalism, law, the medical profession, accountancy,
teaching, police work, the Civil and Diplomatic Services and public relations.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Mrs P. Taylor   Email: PTaylor@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The course offers an in-depth study of sport and physical education and requires high academic
standards, as well as practical sport or coaching ability. It is expected that students will participate in
their chosen activity outside the school curriculum.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in GCSE PE. In addition, students must be able to demonstrate a
high sporting or coaching ability in an activity from the approved DfE list. It is essential that they
regularly participate in their chosen activity outside school to reach this level.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE

Paper 1: Factors affecting participation in physical activity and sport
What's assessed:
Section A: Applied anatomy and physiology
Section B: Skill acquisition
Section C: Sport and society

How it's assessed:
● Written exam: 2 hours
● 105 marks
● 35% of A-level

Paper 2: Factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity and sport
What's assessed:
Section A: Exercise physiology and biomechanics
Section B: Sport psychology
Section C: Sport and society and technology in sport

How it's assessed:
● Written exam: 2 hours
● 105 marks
● 35% of A-level

Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport
What's assessed:
Students assessed as a performer or coach in the full sided version of one activity.
Plus:
written/verbal analysis of performance.

How it's assessed:
● Internal assessment, external moderation
● 90 marks
● 30% of A-level

EXAMINATION BOARD AQA Syllabus 7582

Links with Other Subjects
The course complements studies in biology, sociology and psychology.

Options after A Level
Students of physical education may like to consider the following university courses: sports & exercise
science, physiotherapy, football studies, golf studies, sports coaching, sports management, psychology,
activity leadership, sports administration and governance, leisure operations and management, spectator
safety, sports journalism, sports performance, sports photography. For gifted sportsmen and women
generous sports scholarships are available to study at US universities.

It is useful for careers in the leisure, sport, health and fitness industries; medical advisory and therapy
services; the emergency services and the armed forces; sports journalism; sports photography; sports
management; teaching.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Mrs R. Selby   Email: RSelby@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL PHYSICS

● How can light behave as both waves and particles?
● How can electrons behave as both particles and waves?
● What are pulsars and black holes?
● What are CERN looking for?

These and many other questions are discussed in a wide-ranging course which includes a large amount
of practical work. Physics requires determined effort and ability in science, but for those who have an
aptitude and work hard, the rewards are great - a genuine scientific training, a valuable examination
qualification and the opportunity to understand many of the great scientific ideas.

To undertake the course you will be expected to have shown interest and ability in the physics that you
have studied so far, and to have demonstrated the capacity to work diligently. You will need a good
grasp of mathematics and will be encouraged to study A level mathematics. The course involves
a systematic approach containing careful and clear explanations, together with linked assignments and
practical work. It raises and develops your understanding of electrical circuits, mechanics, radioactivity,
light and heat as well as introducing you to new areas such as astrophysics and quantum mechanics.

Physics is highly desirable as a qualification for a career in engineering, medicine, dentistry, ophthalmics
and pharmacy, but it also opens up opportunities in a very wide variety of other areas. Physics students
are in great demand.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in GCSE physics, or two grade 6s in GCSE double award science.
Students who are not studying A level mathematics and who have grade 6 or less in GCSE mathematics
will need to study the one-year level 3 AQA mathematical studies course offered as an enrichment
choice.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE

Content is in six modules:

● Module 1: Development of practical skills in physics
● Module 2: Foundations in physics
● Module 3: Forces and motion
● Module 4: Electrons, waves and photons
● Module 5: Newtonian world and astrophysics
● Module 6: Particles and medical physics

Linear examinations sat at the end of Year 13.

Paper 1 : Modelling Physics - assessing modules 1, 2, 3 and 5 (2 hours 15 mins)
Paper 2 : Exploring Physics - assessing modules 1, 2, 4 and 6 (2 hours and 15 mins)
Paper 3 : Unified Physics - assessing all modules (1 hour 30 mins)

EXAMINATION  BOARD OCR Syllabus Physics A (H556)

Links with Other Subjects
Physics links closely with mathematics. It also complements chemistry, biology and geography.

Options after A Level
Studying physics in the sixth form is a pathway to a wide variety of degree, HND and HNC qualifications
at universities and other Higher Education institutions.

Physics students may like to consider the following courses among others: engineering, mechanical
engineering, chemical engineering, electronic engineering, structural engineering, aeronautical
engineering, architecture, surveying, physics, astrophysics, nuclear physics, medical physics,
telecommunications, oceanography, computer science, material science, environmental science, earth
science, geography, geophysics, radiography, meteorology.

The transferable skills gained from a degree in a science subject are highly valued in the corporate world.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Mr P. Hand   Email: phand@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL POLITICS

This course looks at how the political systems of Britain and the USA operate and examines the ideas
that impact on contemporary politics.

It examines issues such as:
● What is the best way for people and countries to make decisions?
● How does government work?
● Why did people voted the way that they did in recent elections, including the election of Donald

Trump and the Brexit vote?
● How and why do people participate in politics?
● Do Americans choose the best people to be their Presidents?
● What philosophical thinking impacts on today’s politicians?
● To what extent should the government be able to have an impact on my life?

Lively, relevant, controversial; there are many ways to describe A level politics. It is one of the most
interesting and engaging qualifications you can choose.

Covering news and current affairs from the UK and US, it helps you understand how the UK and US are
run and develops research, written communication and debate skills.

What you need to study politics:
● No previous knowledge required – you’ll get this from the course
● You need to be able to express your ideas clearly on paper
● You must be willing to read books, articles and newspapers, and to watch TV News
● You must have an open mind and a lively interest in what’s going on around you.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The minimum requirement is grade 6 in any one of GCSE history, geography, religious studies or English
Language.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
Each paper is worth a third of the total A Level marks, all to be taken at the end of the two year course.

● Paper 1: The government and politics of the UK
● Paper 2: The government and politics of the USA, and comparative politics
● Paper 3: Political ideas (Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism and Feminism)

EXAMINATION BOARD AQA Syllabus 7152

Links with Other Subjects
Politics links closely with history, philosophy, geography, economics and English.

Options after A Level
Politics A Level is accepted as an academic subject for all university and Higher Education courses.

Students of politics may consider courses in: history, English, American studies, economics, international
relations, political science, politics and PPE (philosophy, politics & economics). Careers open to politics
graduates include the Civil Service, the Diplomatic Service, journalism, media, law, public relations and
parliamentary work. Corporate graduate employers appreciate the rigorous academic skills acquired
through a degree in politics.

For further information please contact
Subject Leader, Mr O. Josephson   Email: Ojosephson@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY

This course will appeal to you if you enjoy thinking about why people behave the way they do. For
example, how does people’s behaviour link to their environment, why do people forget some things yet
remember others and what do investigations reveal about our choices of partner and our behaviour
within romantic relationships?

During the course you will:

• Develop understanding of psychological theories, research, case studies and data collection methods

• Investigate contemporary issues in the context of psychological knowledge

● Explore different approaches to understanding human behaviour, including from the cognitive,
humanistic and biological perspectives

• Conduct small psychological practical investigations, collecting data from human participants

• Apply quantitative and qualitative research methods to analyse, interpret and evaluate data

• Address ethical issues associated with psychological research and practice

Psychology requires a methodical approach. It entails detailed learning of a large number of studies and
theories and one third of the marks awarded are for scientific methodology. You therefore need a good
background level of scientific knowledge and understanding.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A student wishing to study psychology should have at least a grade 6 in GCSE mathematics and at least
a grade 6 in a science subject. There is no prerequisite to have studied psychology at GCSE.

EXAMINATION STRUCTURE
The linear A Level in psychology was introduced in September 2015. It comprises three units that are all
examined at the end of Year 13. Statistical calculations are involved in the examinations, but formulae
and statistical tables will be provided. The three units are as follows:

Paper 1:  Introductory Topics in Psychology – you will be assessed on the compulsory topics of social
influence, memory, attachment, and psychopathology. The assessment lasts two hours and is worth 96
marks; the paper is 33.3% of the total qualification.

Paper 2: Applications of Psychology – you will be assessed on the compulsory topics of approaches in
psychology, biopsychology, and research methods. The assessment lasts two hours and is worth 96
marks; the paper is 33.3% of the total qualification.

Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology - you will be assessed on the compulsory topic of issues and
debates in psychology; and on three topics comprising one from each of the following three option
groups:  (1) relationships, gender, cognition and development;  (2) schizophrenia, eating behaviour,
stress;  (3) aggression, forensic psychology, addiction. The assessment lasts two hours and is worth 96
marks; the paper is 33.3% of the total qualification.

EXAMINATION BOARD
AQA Syllabus A2 7182

Links with Other Subjects
Psychology complements subjects such as religious studies, philosophy and ethics, sociology, business,
English and history, which all analyse the underlying truths behind human behaviour.

Options after A Level
Students may consider university and Higher Education courses in a wide variety of subjects, including:
psychology, behavioural biology, sports science, psychiatry, psychotherapy, counselling, marketing,
advertising, animal behaviour, equine studies, business & management, neuroscience, sociology,
philosophy, hotel management, recruitment. Psychology graduates are highly valued by corporate
employers whose businesses rely on interaction with the public. Students not planning to study for a
postgraduate psychology degree can consider alternative careers including research, marketing,
advertising, human resources, retail, journalism, broadcasting, policy making, speech writing and
tourism as well as counselling, motivational and lifestyle industries and teaching.

For further information please contact
Faculty  Leader, Mrs J. Pilkington   Email: jpilkington@shfgs.co.uk
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A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY

Sociology refers to social behaviour, society, patterns of social relationships, social interaction, and
culture that surrounds everyday life. You will use various methods of empirical investigation and critical
analysis to develop a body of knowledge about social order and social change. The subject matter is
diverse and covers topics such as race, social class, crime and law, poverty, education and more
theoretical wider issues such as the impact of radical change to whole societies. It is a fascinating and
theoretical subject which offers you the opportunity to take a sideways look at society, groups and
individuals and study how they operate.

Choose Sociology if you want to gain a greater understanding of your society and how it is changing; if
you are interested in the problems facing the world today; if you are interested to know more about your
place in an increasingly globalised world; if you are motivated, enthusiastic, organised, prepared to read
widely and willing to participate actively in lessons.

The skills acquired in a sociology course can be of life-long benefit. Students are able to develop and
practise the skills of informed debate and critical analysis as well as improving transferable skills such as
independent study, selective reading and extended formal writing. The knowledge and skills developed
through this course will enable you to take a more critical and informed look at many aspects of all
societies and how they relate to people’s lives.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Aside from a genuine interest in the subject, you need to show evidence of competence in relevant essay
based subjects at GCSE. A minimum of a grade 6 in at least one Humanities or Social Science subject is
essential e.g. Geography, Religious Studies, History or English Literature.

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA COURSE CODE: 7192

COURSE  STRUCTURE
Link to course specification

Students will acquire knowledge of contemporary social processes and social changes. Students will be
encouraged to develop their own sociological awareness through active engagement with the
contemporary social world with specific focus on Britain today.

● Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods
● Paper 2: Two option topics likely to be: Beliefs in Society; Culture and Identity
● Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods

LINKS TO OTHER SUBJECTS

Sociology combines well with other Humanities subjects such as Geography, Philosophy & Ethics, and
Politics, while Social Sciences like Economics, History, Psychology, and essay based subjects like English
Literature also complement students’ studies.

AFTER A-LEVEL

Sociology A-level students are valued at university level for their ability to work independently, using
research methods and statistical analysis that form the core of many degree subjects.
At degree level Sociology can be studied as a single subject, or in combination with many other subjects.

A high proportion of sociology graduates go into jobs associated with social and welfare work, research
and policy making, or careers involving an interest in people, such as journalism, the police and human
resources. Their research skills are needed by the Civil Service, local and national government,
organisations promoting equality, and charities. Routes into careers such as social work usually require a
postgraduate qualification following work experience.

For further information please contact
Humanities Faculty Leader: Mr M. Williams   Email: mwilliams@shfgs.co.uk
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ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME (EQP)
All Year 12 students studying three A Levels should participate in at least one taught academic or
co-curricular enrichment course.

Any student studying four A levels may also complete an Enrichment Course, although this is not
compulsory unless specified in the subject requirement for one or more of their courses. Students will be
asked to express their preferences for enrichment course(s) after the GCSE results day.

This year the academic and co-curricular enrichment programmes included the following options.

COURSE NA 1 lesson per fortnight

Public Speaking

Public speaking is one major pillar of professional life. This course outlines the key principles of building
confidence in public speaking in a range of professional settings, including speech giving, presentations,
meetings and interviews. Students will learn the methods of preparing for these scenarios and apply
their acquired skills in a range of practice scenarios over the course of the year.

COURSE QUALIFICATION LEVEL COMMITMENT

Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ)

Level 3 Equivalent to
half an A Level

1 lesson per fortnight
(taught element plus

independent learning)

The EPQ is highly regarded by universities and employers as it enables students to acquire and put into
practice a whole range of transferable skills that are relevant to successful independent learning. The
course starts with the taught element – creating a research question, selecting and referencing sources,
time management, academic writing, presentation skills (to name but a few). Students who have
completed an EPQ say how much they enjoyed writing a project about something they are really
interested in and that goes beyond the A Level specifications. They also comment on the skills they have
acquired and how this will help them tackle the demands of university with greater confidence. To reflect
this some universities are now making more favourable offers to students who gain a top grade in their
EPQ and it makes a great discussion point in university applications.

Each student will have a supervisor to help them reflect on their learning and assess their project; their
role is not to chase for work, so the EPQ is only suitable for students really motivated to study a topic in
depth and gain this qualification. It is equivalent to ‘half an A level’ and as it is A Level standard,
students must be prepared to carry on into year 13 when they will complete their writing up and do their
presentation. Completed projects will be submitted in November 2021 (start of Year 13).

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/aqa-certificate/EPQ-7993

AQA Mathematical
Studies

Level 3 Equivalent to
an AS 5 lessons per fortnight

Good numeracy skills are essential for success at A level and beyond and many of the new A Levels have
increased their maths skills content. Level 3 Mathematical Studies (Core Maths) is a qualification
designed for students who have achieved a grade 5 or above at GCSE. It helps to develop students’
mathematical skills and thinking, and supports courses such as A level psychology and business studies,
sciences and geography as well as technical and vocational qualifications. It is particularly relevant to
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those students following courses with a high mathematics content but who are not studying A level
mathematics.

The course comprises a compulsory element - analysis of data, maths for personal finance, estimation
and critical analysis of given data together with an optional element. For the optional element you will
be able to choose between Statistical Techniques (Normal distribution, probability and estimation,
correlation and regression) or Critical Path and Risk Analysis (including expectation and cost benefit
analysis).

The course will be completed over two years. Final examination will be sat in June 2023.

Awarding body: AQA
Specification 1350
For more information see
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematical-studies-1350

Theory of Knowledge
‘TOK’ NA 2 lessons per fortnight

It is based on the highly acclaimed Core element taught as part of the International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme. TOK aims to make students aware of the interpretative nature of knowledge,
including personal ideological biases – whether these biases are retained, revised or rejected.

It offers students and their teachers the opportunity to:
reflect critically on diverse ways of knowing and on areas of knowledge, consider the role and nature of
knowledge in their own culture, in the cultures of others and in the wider world.

In addition, TOK prompts students to:
be aware of themselves as thinkers, encouraging them to become more acquainted with the complexity
of knowledge, and recognise the need to act responsibly in an increasingly interconnected but uncertain
world.

TOK also provides coherence for the student by linking academic subject areas as well as transcending
them. It, therefore, demonstrates the ways in which the student can apply their knowledge with greater
awareness and credibility. The TOK approach will enhance skills relevant to the critical evaluation of
resources and the structure of essays, as well as excellent presentation skills and oracy.

‘MEDICS’ - PREPARING
FOR A MEDICAL DEGREE NA 1 lesson per fortnight

This is aimed at high-achieving students studying biology and chemistry A levels who have an ambition
to study medicine, dentistry or veterinary science. Making an application to these highly competitive
courses will require support from a specialist familiar with the success criteria who will also help them
write their personal statement and complete their school reference.
Lessons will cover:

● Planning and navigating your way through your UCAS application
● Insight into healthcare and the medical profession - what it means to be a doctor
● Information on work experience/volunteering and how to acquire it
● What you can do to enhance your UCAS application
● Learn about and debate important medical issues, including issues surrounding the NHS
● Learn about and apply medical ethics
● Thorough preparation for Medical School interviews
● Guidance and advice about writing personal statements

The lessons will run alongside our highly popular MedSoc so students must also be prepared to attend
these lunchtime meetings as well as the lessons.
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Modern Foreign
Language GCSE 4 lessons per fortnight

These examination courses are for students who wish to acquire additional language proficiency
alongside their A Levels. They can be taken whether or not you are studying languages at A level; only
one course may be chosen. The examinations follow the same format as the GCSEs in MFL studied in
Key Stage 4. Employers and universities are very keen to recruit students with a proficiency in a modern
language; many universities offer a placement abroad and keeping up with a language or learning a new
one may give you the edge.

These are full GCSE qualifications taught over two years. Final examination will be sat in June
2023.

For further details see www.aqa.org.uk/qualifications

In addition to the timetabled academic enrichment activities detailed above, students can sign up for the
‘Early Entry Programme’ for prospective Oxbridge candidates. Students can sign up for these
lunchtime sessions in September.

For further information please contact
Sixth Form Academic Enrichment Coordinator, Mr O. Josephson    Email: OJosephson@shfgs.co.uk

CO-CURRICULAR ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME

Sixth Form Sport NA 2 lessons
per fortnight

The option of recreational sport where students can participate regularly in a variety of activities
including badminton, football, netball and many more. If you want to represent the school for the Under
18 age groups in football, rugby or netball then you should take this option as matches will be played
during this time.

Universities want to know that there is more that you can offer on top of your academic ability. This is
your opportunity to continue regular involvement in sport, whether for pleasure, fitness, competition or
leadership; this activity provides a multitude of life skills.

This enrichment option can also be used just to get fit and lead a healthier lifestyle, which can really
help to balance your busy study schedule and alleviate stress. If there is sufficient interest, off site
activities such as swimming, squash, gym use, golf and other suggestions may be possible.

Healthy Lifestyle NA 1 lesson per fortnight

Leaving home to go off to university or training can be a challenge for many young adults! Will they be
able to look after themselves properly? Can they cook a healthy meal and live within their means?

This practical and theoretical course will cover cooking on a budget and with minimal ingredients,
analysing nutrition in food and drink. You will learn easy ways to cook to impress! Students will be asked
to make a voluntary contribution to cover the cost of ingredients for their dishes and will be responsible
for maintaining good hygiene and safety standards in all lessons.

Lessons are based in the fully equipped Food and Nutrition room.
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Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Gold Lunchtime meetings

and week long expeditions

The internationally recognised Duke of Edinburgh's Gold Award affords students the opportunity for
personal development, gaining valuable skills and forging lifelong friends. Universities, in the UK and
abroad, apprenticeships and employers value the award highly, recognizing the challenges participants
have conquered in achieving their goals, especially at Gold Award level. Whilst guidance and support is
given by our DofE Manager, students must be prepared to work independently on their award, using
lunchtimes and private study periods plus their own time out of school. The Gold Award includes five
sections, volunteering, physical, skill, expedition and residential section.

The DofE Gold Award expedition section will be in the spring/summer term of Year 12 as follows –
● Foundation Training Expedition: The Chiltern Hills, 2 days
● Training and Practice Expedition: The Brecon Beacons, Wales– 5 days
● Qualifying Expedition: The Yorkshire Dales – 5 days

Students will be supported by our DofE Manager, Mrs Cole , jcole1@shfgs.co.uk and for the expeditions,
our external provider, Mr David Goss, Director, Zest For Adventure, www.zest-for-adventure.co.uk. Costs
are detailed in the launch letter and in the DofE Enrolment and Walking Application forms.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is launched annually during the Autumn term. This course is open to any
student wishing to gain the award and can be taken in addition to any other course.
Students will have until their 25th birthday to complete the award, however, we very much encourage
completion by March of Year 13 where possible. Further information about the programme, can be found
on the following link SHFGS Duke of Edinburgh google site .

Community Service
Volunteering

Work Experience
NA 2 lessons per fortnight by

arrangement

All students will benefit from some time spent volunteering and contributing in a purposeful way to their
local community. Many of our students do this outside the school day but they are also permitted to set
aside one private study period per week for this purpose. Students will need to organise their placement,
especially if they are doing this off site, but there will also be opportunities to support learning in school,
such as helping to run a social club for students with communication difficulties, helping out regularly in
a lesson or mentoring a student.

All students are encouraged to pursue a period of work shadowing / work experience relevant to their
chosen career. This is particularly important in areas such as accountancy, law, teaching, physiotherapy,
medicine, dentistry or veterinary science where competition for places is high. We do have a
well-established link with a local primary school and special school for students; this is particularly
suitable for those interested in teaching or educational psychology.

Enrichment Week is set aside at the end of the summer term for five days work experience for all Year
12 students but those students aspiring to study medicine or dentistry are strongly encouraged to
volunteer over a longer period of time to show a level of commitment to their chosen career, such as
working in a care home or volunteering at a hospice.

OTHER EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Students are encouraged to participate in sport and other recreation outside lessons. In addition, the
sense of shared enjoyment at Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School is generated by voluntary participation in
co-curricular events and activities. Many of these involve music, dance and drama including supporting
local junior schools. Some productions are formal concerts and plays, while other occasions are informal
and showcase the talents of our students, the Sixth Form Charity Days for example. Our science
department offers exciting opportunities for sixth formers to work on projects in school such as the Crest
Awards and within the wider community. Participation in a wide range of team and individual sports is
also encouraged.

For further information please contact
Sixth Form Co-curricular Enrichment Coordinator, Mr M. Williams    Email: MWilliams@shfgs.co.uk
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CURRENT SIXTH FORM COSTS
Sixth form study does incur certain costs. Many of these are linked to events, trips and visits that
directly support subject learning. Where these are a core part of the curriculum we will request a
voluntary contribution to cover the costs incurred.

The upfront voluntary contributions for the 2022 entry are as follows:

Team Building Activities – Autumn Term 1 £28.00

Safe Drive Stay Alive presentation at the Wycombe Swan Theatre – November £ 2.00

Elevate Year 12 & 13 Study Skills Programme (on site) – various dates £30.00

Students who have financial difficulty will be able to apply for a 16-19 bursary (please see
below). Details will be given in the first week of term.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT, 16-19 BURSARY FUND
What is the 16-19 Bursary Fund

The fund is made available from the government through its funding body for 16-18 year olds - to
provide assistance to students whose access to, or completion of, education is inhibited by financial
constraints or barriers. Details of the bursary and application process will be shared with all students and
their parents/carers upon entry to the sixth form.
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