
 

 

18.12.2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I am writing to you again today in relation to the arrangements for the return to school for 
students in January 2021 and the introduction of the non-mandatory lateral flow testing in 
schools.  
 
As you already know, we have a planned INSET day on the 4th January, and we intend to 
keep this Training Day in place. The additional information released from the Department for 
Education on the 17th December, places significant pressures on schools, and we will need 
the time to discuss these with school staff in detail on the 4th January.  
 
Yesterday, 17th December, the Department for Education announced that there would be a 
staggered return to school for secondary age students in January 2021. In their 
communication, they have stated that Years 11 and 13 will return to school in the week 
commencing the 4th January and that all other year groups would return to school on the 
week commencing the 11th January. For our school, this means that Years 11 and 13 will 
return on the 5th January as scheduled by our term dates. Years 7,8,9,10 and 12 will receive 
remote learning from 5th January until the end of school on the 8th January. On Monday 11th 
all year groups are then expected to return to school as normal. You can read the guidance 
from the Department for Education here.  
 
As in the summer, certain students from other year groups can also attend school as of the 
5th January. This includes vulnerable students and the children of key workers. During the 
summer term the parameters of who these students were, was shared with parents and if 
your child was part of that group, we can arrange for them to attend school as in the 
summer term and will be in touch on the 4th January. 
 
For parents of Year 7, new Year 12 or other students new to the school – please complete 
this form about your key worker status: 
 
hiips:// forms.gle/nMAR8eTM4SA7AzY26 
 
If your child is already known to our Raising Achievement Office, we will contact you on the 
4th January to arrange their attendance. 
 
As I stated at the beginning of this letter, the Government has announced a programme of 
COVID 19 Testing in schools. This information was only released to schools this week and 
raises a number of very serious issues for us in the preparation of a programme. As you will 
appreciate, schools are not naturally predisposed to being able to make serious changes to 
facilitate a programme such as this, especially at such short notice. We have begun planning 
and are coordinating with other schools and Buckinghamshire Council to prepare to 



 
 

 

 

potentially administer testing. As a result of our initial discussions with external partners, 
including Public Health, we do not currently foresee schools being able to administer testing 
before the 18th January, at the very earliest.  When we return to school in January, we will 
contact all parents with an update about testing and the next steps, including how to provide 
consent, for testing to take place.  
 
There is currently a significant amount of information in the media about these issues and 
unfortunately, much of it is contradictory. We are anticipating more guidance from the 
Department for Education over the holiday period. We will ensure that you have all of the 
correct and up-to-date information when we return to school in January.  
 
I would like to thank you for the kind messages of support that we have received this week 
and I will take this final opportunity to wish your family a safe and restful holiday.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Ms J Cochrane 
 
Ms J Cochrane 
Headteacher 


