
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
                      

        7th December 2020  
 

  
Dear Parent or Carer, 

 
RE: Protecting Your Christmas/Holiday Period 
 

As you will be aware from our regular communications to all parents, we have had multiple 
cases of Covid-19 at SHFGS. Two thirds of all of our positive cases have been in Years 11 to 

13, with some as recent as last week. Nearly all of the other cases have been in Year 10 and 
the whole year group is currently isolating as a result.  Each time we have a positive case, we 
consult with Public Health England and conduct rigorous track and trace procedures, identifying 

proximity contacts in lessons, tutor time, travel and socialising. This can lead to over 100 
students per positive case having to isolate at home.  Meeting with all Bucks Secondary 

Headteachers last week, also emphasised for me the numbers of students around the county 
who are isolating from all schools. 
 

It is worth noting that if any student or member of staff is identified as a close contact with a 
child who tests positive from 11th December, they will have to self-isolate over the Christmas 

period.  I really want you all to have the Christmas that you are preparing for and not one in 
isolation from family and friends. Working from home will minimise the risk of this happening 
to your children and our staff.  It is the end of the longest term and one in which we have 

laboured under Covid conditions - we very much need this holiday. 
 

Unfortunately therefore, we find ourselves in the very difficult position of trying to avoid an 
‘outbreak’ in the older year groups, attempting to avoid the spread to other students and staff, 
while also providing the most effective and least disruptive teaching of GCSE and A-Level 

courses. We are also very conscious of the need for as undisrupted a holiday as possible at the 
end of this the longest term for our students and their families.  In order to keep all students in 

the year group bubbles as safe as possible and to protect our community from further 
disruption, the Senior Leadership, Chair of Governors and CEO are in unanimous agreement 
that the best course of action is for Years 11 to 13 to work from home from Monday 14th to 

Friday 18th December. As your child has not been identified as a direct proximity contact, they 
are not required to self-isolate and therefore public life can continue as per national guidelines. 

  
The reasons for your child working from home are as above but also in consideration of how to 
provide the best educational experience, with minimal disruption to syllabus coverage. We 

have already significant experience in teaching ‘hybrid’ lessons where a small number are at 
home and joining the Google Meet.  When this is the case, those at home have to listen along 

while the majority participate in class.  In our current situation, with increasing numbers of 
students isolating at home, this hybrid version does not function as effectively.  Our teachers 

will be able to plan more effective lessons with all students being in the same situation.  We 
are doing this to minimise the disruption to all and have not taken this decision lightly.  Year 
10 are currently being taught at home for two weeks very successfully. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Please be reassured that your child will be able to attend their normal timetabled lessons 
remotely via Google Meet, which they will be able to access (alongside other work/resources) 

through the Google Classroom pages. Teachers will ensure that a Google Meet link will be 
available on each Classroom Page. Teachers will teach live from school.   

 
Students who are vulnerable or with whom we are working on attendance will come to school 
as normal and we will contact parents of those students separately this week. 

 
I realise this decision may be both frustrating and worrying, but yet again I ask for your 

support in our concerted effort to do the best by the whole school community including our 
staff. In taking this action, we hope to protect your child, your family and the community, 
while delivering the high quality education that you expect from us.  For any child who needs 

extra support emotionally, educationally or psychologically we will continue to work with 
parents and provide support.  Please contact us if you would like to discuss the form of that 

support. 
 

Thank you in anticipation for your continued understanding and support at this very 

challenging time. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
Ms J Cochrane 

 
Headteacher 

 


