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Dear Parent or Carer, 

  

This week I thought I’d try to up-date you on more ‘normal’ school life as we have established ‘Covid-

routines’ and are moving towards more semblance of the everyday.  We are particularly keen to 

establish some version of the extensive co-curricular offer that we usually run.  Here are a few 

examples: 

  

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) provides the opportunity for Year 12 students to complete an 

independent research project for which they will earn a Level 3 qualification (equivalent to half an A-

level). The project has immeasurable benefit in the development of key skills, but as an additional 

qualification taken through enrichment, it can also help to secure a university place. For most students, 

the EPQ involves writing a 5000 word essay on a topic of their choice.  Alternatively, some choose to 

produce an ‘artefact’ - this can be a piece of artwork, or something else that is physically made.  All 

students must complete a presentation to staff and peers. 

 

Perhaps the best thing about an EPQ is that students can choose their own topic and project title. The 

project must be an academic inquiry, so as long as there is academic research available and there is 

scope for analytical debate within the project, students can focus on whatever they want to. Previous 

projects include discourse on medical ethics, capital punishment, feminism, drugs in sport and even 

Game of Thrones!  

 

At SHFGS we are committed to developing resourceful, independent learners and there are many 

benefits of the EPQ in this regard.  The project is a 9 month long process, running alongside other 

academic subjects, and involves planning, research, organisation, academic writing, self-motivation and 

personal reflection, amongst many other things. Although there is a taught skills element, and students 

are also allocated a staff supervisor to support them throughout the process, the main emphasis is on 

independent study; as a result, the EPQ is a fantastic opportunity for students to complement their 

primary A-level options and to practise for higher education or work. As a result, we are delighted to be 

able to offer it as part of the 6th Form enrichment programme at SHGFS.  The results gained by 

students are often 100% A*-B grades. 

  

We are extremely glad to be able to commence our postponed Duke of Edinburgh's Award Expeditions 

for our Bronze, Silver and Gold participants. Those participating over the past three weekends have 

shown great respect to our new expedition rules and to each other keeping us all safe in these times. 

Resilience has been at the forefront enabling students to carry on when times were tough and glorious 

sunshine spurred our students onwards and sometimes upwards. Thank you to all parents in their 

continued support of the award. 

  

We are grateful to staff who are currently planning how to create other co-curricular activities under the 

current circumstances.  More detail coming soon! 

  

http://www.sirhenryfloyd.co.uk/


 
 

 

And finally, as part of our eSafety drive, we have bought a piece of software called Senso which I 

mentioned in a previous bulletin. This allows our teachers to monitor what students are doing on their 

Chromebook from the front of the classroom, helping to keep both staff and students safe in the current 

Covid climate. Please be aware that we can now see what students are accessing on their device 

between 8.30-16.00 Monday to Friday, term time only, as long as they are logged on with their school 

account.  

  

Thank you for your continuing support in these challenging times. Please remember to follow both the 

school’s and public health guidance to keep everyone learning safely. I have included the ‘What do I 

need to do if my child is unwell?’ appendix again this week. 

Yours faithfully,  

Ms J Cochrane 

Headteacher 
 

 
Appendix - What do I need to do if my child is unwell? 
As a parent, you must: 
Not send your child to school if they or someone else in your household has, or is showing any symptoms of, 

COVID-19 (a new continuous cough, a high temperature, or a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or 
smell). If this is the case you must notify the school immediately. 
Collect your child from school if they become unwell during the school day with any symptoms of COVID-19. If this 

is the case, parents will be contacted immediately. 
Ensure your child self-isolates if they develop the symptoms outlined above, in line with the government guidance 
which can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-
coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
  
Book a test if your child is displaying symptoms, within three days of these symptoms appearing. Anyone can get a 
coronavirus test, whatever their age. A test is not required if you are not showing symptoms. 
Your child should not attend School while awaiting the results of a test. 
Inform the school immediately of the results of a test – positive or negative. 
If this test (taken because your child has symptoms) is positive, you should follow the guidance above and must 
ensure your child continues to self-isolate for at least 10 days from the onset of symptoms and that they return to 

school only if symptoms (other than a cough or loss of sense of smell/taste) have gone. These symptoms 
(cough/loss of smell taste) can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from 

the day when your child first became ill. If your child still has a high temperature at the end of the 10-day period, 
you should ensure that they continue to self-isolate until their temperature returns to normal. Other members 
of your household should self-isolate in line with the guidance. 
If your child has displayed symptoms but tests negative, they can usually return to school and household members 
can end their self-isolation but please note that this will be subject to confirmation from local health protection 
professionals with whom we will liaise. If your child tests negative but is unwell, they should not return to school 
until they have recovered. 
If your child tests positive you must engage with the NHS Test and Trace process and provide details of anyone 
your child has been in close contact with. 
You may find the following government guidance helpful: 

 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/ 
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-
settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-
during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 
 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/what-your-test-result-means/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/ 
  
What will happen when there are any confirmed cases at school? 
In the event of any confirmed cases amongst the school community, we will contact our local health protection 

team and follow their advice and guidance,  
If advised to do so, we will send home students who have been in close contact with anyone who has tested 
positive, advising them to self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person when they 
were infectious. Close contact is defined in the following way: 
direct close contacts - face to face contact with an infected person for any length of time, within 1 metre, including 
being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected physical contact (skin-to-skin). 
proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 minutes) with an infected 

individual. 
travelling in a small vehicle, like a car, with an infected person.  

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-stay-at-home-guidance%2Fstay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection&e=48049459&h=a532dc07&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-stay-at-home-guidance%2Fstay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection&e=48049459&h=a532dc07&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fsymptoms%2Fcoronavirus-in-children%2F&e=48049459&h=e9f84df5&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak&e=48049459&h=c09e090b&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak&e=48049459&h=c09e090b&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak&e=48049459&h=c09e090b&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Ftesting-and-tracing%2Fwhat-your-test-result-means%2F&e=48049459&h=5a6eb81a&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fself-isolation-and-treatment%2Fwhen-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do%2F&e=48049459&h=2b18bb80&f=y&p=y

