
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
16th November 2020 

 
 

Dear Parent or Carer, 
 
For those of you who celebrate Diwali, the Festival of Lights, I hope that your celebrations over 

the weekend, while different this year, were nonetheless a happy occasion.  We can all 
certainly benefit from the consideration of a fresh start, a new year, and to celebrate the 

victory of good over evil, this year particularly!  In honour of the occasion, we decorated our 
courtyard with lots of lights which we will be sorry to see come down this week. 
 

Today, we begin by taking a stand against bullying.  That is, of course, our normal stance at 
SHFGS but Monday 16th November marks the start of National Anti-bullying week.  In form 

time this morning, tutors highlighted the importance of the week to students and tomorrow our 
whole school assembly will focus on anti-bullying in general but with a special focus on cyber-
bullying.  Unfortunately, all too often we see that disagreements in real life spill over into very 

unpleasant exchanges online.  In a previous bulletin I mentioned that young people today have 
an online and a real life persona, while this is now the norm we must all work with our young 

people to ensure that the online version remains an accurate reflection of their ‘best-self’.  
Later this term we will be providing a session for parents on E-safety with our Designated 
Safeguarding Lead and at least one member of SLT.  As a community, we will be showing our 

stance on Anti-bullying or any prejudicial treatment by taking part in the Odd Socks day 
initiative on Friday, 20th November.  We will be asking that staff and students alike wear odd 

socks to school to highlight that we are all unique and to celebrate our differences. 
 
Even in lockdown the great work of our Parents’ Society is continuing. We are holding a virtual 

quiz night on Thursday, 3rd December for all ages in the school community and their parents.  
The funds raised will go towards buying a climbing wall similar to those pictured below. 

 
 



 

                 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
This will be a fantastic addition to the sport’s curriculum, our co-curricular offer and the lettings 
offer for the school – our own revenue streams being so important in the current situation of 

school funding.  Staff and students, of all age groups, alike will benefit from this exciting new 
resource.  Please support the school by signing up to the quiz; it will no doubt lift all our spirits 

on the (hopefully) final night of this second National Lockdown.  (Details on tickets etc. to 
follow very soon.) 
 

If quizzing is your thing, then you might also want to get some practice in by helping out Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital, Spinal Research Department, who are also hosting their Family Christmas 

Quiz fundraiser on November 27th at 6pm, via Zoom.  Children of all ages are welcome, or 
parents you are free to join on your own!  Tickets are just £6 per family team. 
 

‘Grab a glass of wine/soft drink and a mince pie, and settle down to an hour's worth of fun 
questions for all the family.’  To register, or buy £1 raffle tickets for a luxury hamper kindly 

donated by George David, please click here: 
https://www.lifeafterparalysis.com/Event/christmas-quiz 

 

On a wider charitable note, our annual House Chari-tree event will be launched on 26th 
November which raises funds/donations for the charities nominated via our school Houses.  Mrs 

Malone, House coordinator, and our SSLT (Senior Student Leadership Team) have asked that I 
draw your attention to one of those charities slightly earlier than planned.  We will be 
supporting the local food bank - Aylesbury Vineyard Storehouse immediately as they are very 

low in stock. There is a box in reception ready for donations for the food bank should you wish 
to send anything in with your child sooner.  We will of course make sure that all goods are 

handled in a Covid-safe way. 
 

For support closer to home, please find a virtual session - Success in the 6th form – which we 

offer annually to parents of Year 12 students but are doing so remotely this year for obvious 

https://www.lifeafterparalysis.com/Event/christmas-quiz


 
reasons.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15fl0Dzi4rdGmqa_W_5TA_8Km1MRgSVe6/view?usp=sharing 
 
 

Parking plea: recently the number of cars on site in the morning has grown significantly, 
preventing staff from arriving on time and parking in their allotted spaces. Unfortunately, we 

have also had complaints from local residents on similar issues ie preventing them from 
accessing and leaving their property. I would ask that parents or carers choosing to drop off do 
so at the public car park at Morrisons supermarket, students can safely walk to and from 

school from there. The roads there have greater capacity than our shared site with the college. 
If your child has mobility difficulties, please utilise the Disabled Parking bays at the front of the 

school and outside the Performing Arts Centre. I hope you appreciate the spirit of this plea, 
and we can work together to prevent the workload and local ill-feeling that this problem is 

creating.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
And finally, are you or someone in your family a native French speaker and looking for a part-

time job (5hrs per week)?  If so, please check our current vacancy for a French Language 
Assistant: https://www.sirhenryfloyd.co.uk/about-us/vacancies/ 

 
I would also draw your attention to the Deputy Headteacher Vacancy which exists in our 
Insignis ‘sister school’ should any of you be fellow educational professionals, interested in your 

next step. 
 

Have a safe week. 
 
Ms J Cochrane 

Headteacher 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15fl0Dzi4rdGmqa_W_5TA_8Km1MRgSVe6/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sirhenryfloyd.co.uk/about-us/vacancies/

