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Dear Parent or Carer, 

 

Tragic News 

Last week amid our joy in returning to school, we received the devastating news of the death of a 

recent Alumnus.  Staff and students have been united in grief for the loss of a popular member of the 

SHFGS community.  We have of course sent our condolences to the family and with their permission, 

will work with students to coordinate a fundraising activity for their nominated charity: Aylesbury 

Homeless Action Group, in memory of Felipe Mugari.  A book of condolence will be available from next 

week for staff and students. (We will operate this in a Covid-secure way) 

 

--------- 

 

We had a very good first full week back to school last week. I am immensely proud of the staff and 

students who have ‘just got on with it’.  There is no doubt that school feels very different, and there 

are many new ways of working and rules to get to grips with.  Thank you to you for instilling the 

importance of following our procedures with your children.  Of course with new routines and rules 

there have been a few issues that having 1400 people on site reveal but many aspects are working 

well.  To name but a few: the one way system, face coverings worn in corridors and on buses etc, 

students having hygiene packs at the ready, staggered entry to the canteen – hardly any queuing!  A 

few of our ‘Even Better Ifs’ are around bottle necks due to school layout, how to channel the energy of 

students at lunch time who would normally have clubs or the opportunity to play football or 

basketball… We are working on these issues. 

 

Hands, Face, Space 

A new public information campaign has been launched by the Prime Minister ahead of winter to 

highlight how everyone can help to stop the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).  The ‘Hands, Face, 

Space’ campaign urging the public to continue to wash their hands, cover their face and make space to 

control infection rates and avoid a second peak. We are using this and the posters provided to remind 

students of these ‘basics’.  As we all know, it is rare to tell a teenager - or an adult for that matter - 

something only once for it to become habit. 

 

Reporting Absence 

As numbers of infections or the need for self-isolation rise, can I ask that you use our absence email 

rather than the telephone answer service.  It is much more helpful to us to have a full written record of 

the reasons for absence.    With that in mind, we have plans in reserve for when too many staff are 

either isolating or have symptoms, but are not confirmed cases, when selected students will need to 

work from home on a rota.  Our experience so far is that teachers are not considered essential workers 

so getting a test is a challenge.  We will of course work with our local Public Health Team as detailed 

below. 

 

http://www.sirhenryfloyd.co.uk/
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fnew-campaign-to-prevent-spread-of-coronavirus-indoors-this-winter%3Futm_source%3D10%2520September%25202020%2520C19%26utm_medium%3DDaily%2520Email%2520C19%26utm_campaign%3DDfE%2520C19&e=48049459&h=00aa7025&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fnew-campaign-to-prevent-spread-of-coronavirus-indoors-this-winter%3Futm_source%3D10%2520September%25202020%2520C19%26utm_medium%3DDaily%2520Email%2520C19%26utm_campaign%3DDfE%2520C19&e=48049459&h=00aa7025&f=y&p=y


 

 

6th Form Registration 

As you are aware we are trying to limit the numbers of 6th form on site when not in lessons. When at 

home for registration and any part of the morning, all sixth formers must virtually attend registration – 

ready and dressed for school so cameras must be on.  (There are a small number of students for 

whom we have given dispensation on camera use) This is so we can see that they are ‘present’, 

engaged and ready to study; school attendance again being mandatory.  The whole community has 

become used to dressing less formally so please do remind your 6th form child that we have a strict 

uniform policy for them too.  The vast majority do look incredibly smart so thanks for that. 

 

Raising Achievement Office - Information 

From Mr Burge Assistant Headteacher - It has been so pleasing to welcome back all students into 

our school community this week. Whilst returning to school has been something so many of our 

students have been looking forward to, it is perfectly natural that some students are suffering with 

emotional or mental health issues during these unprecedented times. 

 

As such, I would like to advertise the support of the Raising Achievement Office to all of our students 

that may require it. For parents that are unaware the Raising Achievement Office or ‘RAO’ as you may 

have heard it called, is a department in school that focuses on the pastoral care of all students in every 

year group. The staff within the Raising Achievement team are non-teaching and trained in a variety of 

disciplines that include: counselling, safeguarding, mental health support (including support for those 

suffering from anxiety), SEND support and careers guidance. The RAO is also home to every year 

groups Head of Year so support for the student can be best coordinated.  

 

RAO support can always be tailored to individual students needs however some common support 

includes: 

 

- Having an individual and regular member of staff to support the student 

- The ability to communicate with teachers behind the scenes to help support in lessons 

- Liaising with outside agencies such as CAMHs 

- Counselling sessions with a school counsellor 

- Developing tailored support plans for students 

  

I hope all our students had a restful weekend after what was a long week of new learning and they are 

ready for the week ahead. 

  

Yours faithfully, 

  

  

Ms J CochraneHeadteacher 

  

  



 

 

Appendix - What do I need to do if my child is unwell? 

  

As a parent, you must: 

  

- Not send your child to school if they or someone else in your household has, or is showing any 

symptoms of, COVID-19 (a new continuous cough, a high temperature, or a loss of, or change in, 

their normal sense of taste or smell). If this is the case you must notify the school immediately. 

- Collect your child from school if they become unwell during the school day with any symptoms of 

COVID-19. If this is the case, parents will be contacted immediately. 

- Ensure your child self-isolates if they develop the symptoms outlined above, in line with the 

government guidance which can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-athome-

guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

- Book a test if your child is displaying symptoms, within three days of these symptoms appearing. 

Anyone can get a coronavirus test, whatever their age. A test is not required if you are not 

showing symptoms. Your child should not attend School while awaiting the results of a test. 

- Inform the school immediately of the results of a test – positive or negative. 

- If this test (taken because your child has symptoms) is positive, you should follow the guidance 

above and must ensure your child continues to self-isolate for at least 10 days from the onset of 

symptoms and that they return to school only if symptoms (other than a cough or loss of sense of 

smell/taste) have gone. These symptoms (cough/loss of smell taste) can last for several weeks 

once the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from the day when your child first became ill. 

If your child still has a high temperature at the end of the 10-day period, you should ensure that 

they continue to self-isolate until their temperature returns to normal. Other members of your 

household should self-isolate in line with the guidance. 

- If your child has displayed symptoms but tests negative, they can usually return to school and 

household members can end their self-isolation but please note that this will be subject to 

confirmation from local health protection professionals with whom we will liaise. If your child tests 

negative but is unwell, they should not return to school until they have recovered. 

- If your child tests positive you must engage with the NHS Test and Trace process and provide 

details of anyone your child has been in close contact with. 

You may find the following government guidance helpful: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-

attendingout-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-

and-carers-ofchildren-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 

 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/what-your test-

result-means/ 

 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-

self-isolateand-what-to-do/ 

  

What will happen when there are any confirmed cases at school? 

  

- In the event of any confirmed cases amongst the school community, we will contact our local 

health protection team and follow their advice and guidance.  

- If advised to do so, we will send home students who have been in close contact with anyone who 

has tested positive, advising them to self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact 

with that person when they were infectious.  

- Close contact is defined in the following way: 

   

* direct close contacts - face to face contact with an infected person for any length of time, 

within 1 metre, including being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected 

physical contact (skin-to-skin). 

*  proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 minutes) 

with an infected individual. 

*  travelling in a small vehicle, like a car, with an infected person. 

 

 

 

 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-stay-at-home-guidance%2Fstay-athome-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection&e=48049459&h=d3072adb&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-stay-at-home-guidance%2Fstay-athome-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection&e=48049459&h=d3072adb&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attendingout-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-ofchildren-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak&e=48049459&h=e23bcfba&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attendingout-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-ofchildren-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak&e=48049459&h=e23bcfba&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attendingout-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak%2Fguidance-for-parents-and-carers-ofchildren-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak&e=48049459&h=e23bcfba&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Ftesting-and-tracing%2Fwhat-your%2520test-result-means%2F&e=48049459&h=45847934&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Ftesting-and-tracing%2Fwhat-your%2520test-result-means%2F&e=48049459&h=45847934&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fself-isolation-and-treatment%2Fwhen-to-self-isolateand-what-to-do%2F&e=48049459&h=38e7537d&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fself-isolation-and-treatment%2Fwhen-to-self-isolateand-what-to-do%2F&e=48049459&h=38e7537d&f=y&p=y

