
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 

12th October 2020 
 
Dear Parent and Carer 
 
As I am sure you are aware, we have had a second confirmed case at SHFGS today meaning that we had to 
send a group of students home mostly from 6th form but some because they travel on the 842 bus. We have 
followed guidance from Public Health and only those students sent home today need to isolate. (See 
letter earlier today.) If any student is unsure however, please contact Mr Holdsworth. Public Health, as yet, 
have not asked students from other schools, who travel on that bus to isolate. We are communicating closely 
with colleagues in the other schools. 
 
Unfortunately, we also have a number of staff that have to isolate as well. This means that should numbers 
continue to rise, we will need to instigate partial closures on a rota so that the numbers in school are 
manageable for the staff remaining here to look after them. Staff isolating without symptoms will, as far 
as possible, teach all lessons remotely and live lessons will be running. All lessons must have a live or 
interactive element to them. We will of course be prioritising examination groups in face-to-face lessons on 
site; I am sure we can rely on your support and understanding in that decision. None of this is ideal, but we 
are dealing with this national challenge as best we can. I very much appreciate your patience. 
 
Speaking of Years 11 and 13, today the Prime Minister and Education Secretary have announced that exams 
will go ahead next summer, as they are the fairest and most accurate way to measure a pupil’s attainment. 
They have announced that the summer exam series will start on 7 June and end on 2 July for almost all 
AS/A levels and GCSEs. This is three weeks later to help address the disruption caused by the pandemic. 
 
Results days are Tuesday 24 August for A/AS levels and Friday 27 August for GCSEs so students will start 
the following academic year as normal. For more information, please see: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/students-to-be-given-more-time-toprepare-for-2021-exams 
 
Should your child become symptomatic and test positive, please be aware that in our communication with 
you, we will ask your child to list their friendship group and those who they have been speaking to/socialising 
with in the two days prior to the day of symptoms emerging. If you can include this detail when you contact 
us to inform us of the positive test result, we would greatly appreciate it. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Ms J Cochrane 
Headteacher  
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