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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

We are excited to welcome your child back to school this week but do want to up-date you on our 

procedures following the latest version of Government Guidance, particularly on face-coverings.   

As a school, we are in favour of the use of face-coverings from the start of term and therefore ask 

that all students, who are not exempt, wear a face-covering on buses, in corridors, indoor communal 

areas and in classrooms when they are asked to do so by a teacher.  Should a student feel the need to 

wear a face covering in lessons to manage their own anxiety, they will not be asked to remove it.  We 

encourage their use, however, we understand and are sensitive to the fact that some students may not 

be able to wear a face-covering and will not want to share their circumstances with peers; please 

remind your child of that and also that the safe wearing of face coverings requires cleaning of hands 

before and after touching – including to remove or put them on.  The safe storage of them in individual, 

sealable plastic bags between uses is also necessary.  We do share some of the governments concerns 

of the impact on learning and of possible misbehaviour.  Face-coverings should be plain, without 

slogans or messages, we reserve the right to ask a student to change a mask for a plain one that we 

will provide should it be deemed inappropriate for school.  Please stress the importance of complete 

cooperation with staff under these stressful circumstances.  

 

As per procedures for children who attended school during the ‘closure’ period, we ask that parents 

check for symptoms with their child and take their temperature each morning before leaving home. 

Symptoms such as a high temperature of 37.8 or above, new and persistent cough or a loss of or 

change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) means a child should not be sent to school.  

Should a child develop these symptoms at school they will be isolated and sent home. A test should 

then be arranged: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested 

 

If your child tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus 

(COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating. They could still have another virus, such as a cold or flu – in 

which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are better. Other members of 

their household can stop self-isolating. 

 

If your child tests positive, they should inform us immediately and follow the guidance for 

households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection.  They must continue to self-

isolate for at least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do 

not have symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or 

anosmia can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from the day 

when they first became ill. If they still have a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until 

their temperature returns to normal. Other members of their household should continue self-isolating 

for the full 14 days. 

  

http://www.sirhenryfloyd.co.uk/
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Attendance at school for those without illness is again mandatory.  If your child is struggling with 

anxiety about attending school, given their or family circumstances such as a shielding relative or 

increased comparative risk from coronavirus including those from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 

(BAME) backgrounds or who have certain conditions such as obesity and diabetes, please contact their 

form tutor so that we can offer support in getting your child back to school and feeling better. 

We hope that our preparation and concern for student, staff and community welfare are reassuring to 

you.  We will continue to review all risk mitigation, especially when we have the student body on site, 

which I am sure will prompt revisions.  We will continue to work with you in providing the best 

education we can in the face of these challenges. 

Working Together to Inspire, Challenge and Achieve! 

  

Appendix – Home to School Transport Up-date 

As a further update, please see below a communication from Arriva in relation to home school 

transport: 

  

Under emergency legislation the Local Authority has a legal duty to engage with and ensure 

coordination between bus operators, schools, and students to ensure safe journeys for all; they are also 

required to consider what steps can be taken to ensure that sufficient capacity is available for all those 

wishing to travel.  This includes consideration of any journeys on public transport that are used by 

significant numbers of school or college students, and what impact these movements have on the 

overall level of demand taking into account the needs of other passengers travelling on the same 

journeys bearing in mind the need for all passengers to be able to travel safely.  

We have been supporting Buckinghamshire Council through their review process, under the 

responsibilities placed upon them by the DfT and DfE.  We are currently finalising arrangements with 

them for the new academic year and expect to have these confirmed by the Authority within the next 

couple of days.  The expectations placed upon the Local Authority have been evolving over the course 

of the summer, with their funding only confirmed within the past fortnight. 

Once we have this final confirmation we will be writing to all Head Teachers with details on how our bus 

services will be operating to ensure that all those wishing to travel with us can do so safely and 

confidently; this will also go on our website and social media and at that point we will ask for your 

assistance in getting the information circulated as widely as possible.  However, in the meantime, there 

is some information that will hopefully set parents’ minds at rest. 

All of our buses are Covid Secure and undergo enhanced touchpoint cleaning each day.  Good 

ventilation of fresh air is ensured by keeping windows open wherever possible.  To help reduce the 

amount of physical contact between pupils and drivers we are asking that pupils who do not receive a 

Local Authority bus pass use either contactless payment, or tickets purchased in advance from our 

website or via the Arriva Bus app.  Cash is now only accepted onboard in exceptional circumstances and 

where the correct fare can be paid, and our drivers are no longer able to provide change. 

We will have a number of additional buses providing enhanced capacity for school, sixth form and 

college pupils; the route number for these services will have an “S” prefix before the usual route 

number – for example the extra buses on route 280 will be numbered S280.  Pupils from any year 

group and from any school or college located on the route can travel on these buses.  If pupils from 

your school need to travel on the same bus as those from another school (quite likely given the 

geography of Aylesbury’s schools) then we ask that they sit with those from their own school, ideally 

from their own year group, and travel with the same friends daily.  Where possible students should 

maintain social distancing onboard, although capacity on these buses is expected to be increased 

allowing students to sit next to each other and standing if necessary.  The seats immediately behind the 

driver and any facing each other will be taped off and should not be used.  All those over 11 will be 

required to wear a face covering, unless medical exemptions apply. 

There will be a number of these “S” journeys on services 8, 250, 280, 300 and 500.  We will also be 

using larger buses than normal on certain journeys of services 150 and 500, and in some cases we will 

be running two buses at the same time so that both those travelling to and from school or college and 

those travelling for any other purpose can do so safely. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Ms J Cochrane 

Headteacher  


