
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 March 2021 

 

Dear Parent or Carer  

Apologies for the longer bulletin this week, but I am attempting to cover all that you may need to be 

reminded of for reopening next week.  We are very much looking forward to welcoming our students back 

to school. 

The key things you / your children need to know are listed below and in the attachments.  Please take 

some time to talk this through at home, older students especially need to be reminded of the final 

three bullet points: 

 Take your child’s temperature each morning and do not send them to school if it is high - 37.8 

or above, or if they have any of the three main symptoms of Covid-19: temperature, a new 

continuous cough, change to or loss of taste or smell – anosmia.  Testing can be arranged: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested 

 Students should wear a face covering, unless exempt, on buses, (sitting with own year group 

and school) in corridors, communal areas indoors and in lessons.  If you haven’t completed the 

exemption form - please do so: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1MZkWDRUVjP9wuk6oAaoPZSpuLJagko-s9MstMaghcBg/edit 

 Carry a ‘Hygiene Pack’ – hand sanitiser, tissues, a spare face covering - never sharing any 

personal items / equipment 

 Come in through their designated entrance - see map attached 

 Hand sanitise on arrival and throughout the day (guided by staff also) 

 Stay in year group bubbles and mix socially with a limited number of friends; students must 

not touch or hug each other on reacquaintance  

 Social distance as far as possible when moving around the one-way system 

 Years 11 and 6th form - no ‘lunchtime privilege’ - all must stay on site at breaks or lunches (6th 

formers continue to have some flexibility arriving for their first lesson of the day and leaving 

after their final lesson, as long as they can get home safely.) 

Face Coverings 

As you are aware, we have always been in favour of the use of face-coverings and therefore ask that all 

students, who are not exempt, wear a face-covering on buses, in corridors, indoor communal areas and in 

classrooms.  The government has now followed suit.  We encourage their use, however, we understand 

and are sensitive to the fact that some students may not be able to wear a face-covering and will not 

want to share their circumstances with peers; please remind your child of that and also that the safe 

wearing of face coverings requires cleaning of hands before and after touching – including to remove or 

put them on.  The safe storage of them in individual, sealable plastic bags between uses is also 

necessary.  We do share some of the governments concerns of the impact on learning and of possible 

misbehaviour but saw none of that in the Autumn Term, thankfully.  Face-coverings should be plain, 

without slogans or messages, we reserve the right to ask a student to change a mask for a plain one that 

we will provide should it be deemed inappropriate for school.  Please stress the importance of complete 

cooperation with staff under these stressful circumstances.  

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested&e=68de722f&h=6e3cbda7&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2F1MZkWDRUVjP9wuk6oAaoPZSpuLJagko-s9MstMaghcBg%2Fedit&e=68de722f&h=3ab44cb9&f=y&p=y


 
Uniform 

Students will be expected to return in full and smart uniform, though PA or PE kit, will be acceptable on 

days when those subjects are taken, so that we do not have to use changing rooms.   

Drop-off 

Many parents have chosen to drive children to school.  Please be aware that the school and Aylesbury 

College site cannot facilitate drop off because of the congestion already caused by staff vehicles and 

buses.  We advise finding a drop-off point close by or in town from where your child can walk to school. 

Please do not block driveways or park in allocated parking spaces on our local housing estates. 

Congestion on site could lead to ‘parking’ fines because of being in a traffic jam on the college site.  ANPR 

operates and movement through the college side is time constrained. 

Teaching in Week 1 - 8th March 

Those in school will have face-to-face lessons as per their normal timetable: 

Year Group Day and Date of Students’ 

1st Test 

Day and Date of Year Group 

return to face-to-face lessons in 

school. 

11 Wednesday 3rd March Monday 8th March 

13 Thursday 4th March Monday 8th March 

12 Friday 5th March Monday 8th March 

10 Monday 8th March Tuesday 9th March 

7 Tuesday 9th March Wednesday 10th March 

9 Wednesday 10th March Thursday 11th March 

8 Thursday 11th March Friday 12th March 

 

However, that will be disrupted when students are scheduled to have their second and / or third lateral 

flow test.  Students who have not yet returned to school will have work set on their teachers’ Google 

classroom but not ‘live’ streamed lessons. 

Testing - please be aware that the testing team do not have capacity to answer emails about 

testing.  We have attached FAQs to cover the queries we have had.  Please remember that consent can 

be withdrawn (or given) at any time and no student will be ‘forced’ to take a test, especially if they are 

finding the procedure too uncomfortable. 

An early heads up for Years 11, 13, 12, second Tests will happen on Monday 8th - Wednesday 10th in 

the order of testing above.  Notification of remaining second and third tests will come in my next 

bulletin. 

Attendance at school for those without illness is again mandatory.  If your child is struggling with 

anxiety about returning to school, please contact their form tutor so that we can offer support in getting 

your child back to school and feeling better. 

Query Response Times 

As you are aware, we are now running a different school day with staggered breaks and lunch 

times.  This means that each day 3.5hrs are spent by SLT and other staff on an increased supervision 

rota. Therefore, we will need your patience and understanding in how quickly we will be able to respond 

to non-urgent day to day queries.  I have extended the expected turn-around response time for us from 

48 to 72 hours to recognise this increased pressure. 



 
Track and Trace Procedures 

We will recommence track and trace procedures next week and will no doubt have to send students 

home either because of a positive test result or by being a close contact of a positive case.  Please make 

sure that your contact details are up to date if they have changed recently and that you have procedures 

in place so that should your child need to be collected someone from your family or wider circle can do 

so as quickly as possible. 

Awarding Grades for GCSE and A level  

We are still processing the guidance from late last week and more communication will follow 

asap.  However, I have attached a very useful infographic on awarding of grades to start that process for 

you.   

Support 

SPACE Programme (Supporting Parents and Carers in Education) 

SPACE is a free programme of virtual events to give parents and carers the tools they need to help their 

young people through secondary school. The programme will also explore higher education, further 

education and the opportunities available to young people. Young people are encouraged to attend with 

their parent/carer. 

There are 5 virtual events: 

 

23 March 19:00-20:00 - All About University & How to Apply 

Bucks New University and Oxford Brookes University will deliver a session all about university and how to 

go through the application process using UCAS. 

 

30 March 19:00-20:00 - Vocational Routes & Apprenticeships 

Learn all about the different vocational routes on offer and how to apply for apprenticeships. A previous 

apprentice will also share her experience. 

 

20 April 19:00-20:00 - Student Finance 

Oxford Brookes University will help you understand how student finance works and other financial 

support available. The Thrifty Londoner will also give some top tips on budgeting. 

 

4 May 19:00-20:00 - Wellbeing & Resilience 

Positively MAD will deliver an interactive and reflective personal development workshop focusing on 

upskilling students to become resilient to setbacks. 

 

18 May 19:00-20:00 - Exam & Revision Tips 

MADE Training will share ideas of how we can encourage and promote healthy discussion between 

parent/carer and child with regard to studying and motivation.  

 

Each session will have an additional 30 minutes allocated for a Q+A with a current student. It's optional 

for you to attend. 

 

There will be a private Facebook group that you will be invited to join once you have booked your place 

so you can connect with other parents/carers and access more information and updates. Please note that 

this is optional and only for parents/carers. 

 

If you'd like any more information, please contact Hannah and Kat at space@studyhigher.ac.uk 

Application link 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeDhCaJ3uB9rE21ZZv7j_ASKOEScxmGJ2MoFXvFduy7jeVd8

g/viewform 

  

mailto:space@studyhigher.ac.uk
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeDhCaJ3uB9rE21ZZv7j_ASKOEScxmGJ2MoFXvFduy7jeVd8g%2Fviewform&e=68de722f&h=d2894f2d&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeDhCaJ3uB9rE21ZZv7j_ASKOEScxmGJ2MoFXvFduy7jeVd8g%2Fviewform&e=68de722f&h=d2894f2d&f=y&p=y


 
Careers Newsletter - please see attached. 

Elevate Education’s most recent parent seminar - ‘Stress and Wellbeing’-  the recording of the session 

is now available to watch: Stress and Wellbeing Seminar.  

You can also download a summary sheet of the main points here.     

Elevates next free webinar is going to be focused on how students can effectively prepare for 

assessments this year and the details are below: 

Effective Preparation for Assessments 

Date: Tuesday 2nd March 2021 

Time: 6:00 – 7:00pm 

Registration link: https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register 

This webinar will be suitable for parents of Years 7 - 13 as it shares guidance on preparing for any form 

of assessments and internal exams.  Parents can sign up for any or all of the term’s webinar series at the 

registration link above. 

I hope this has been helpful - stay safe this week. 

Yours sincerely,  

  

Ms J Cochrane 

Headteacher 

 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fget.elevatecoaching.info%2Fuk%2Freplay&e=68de722f&h=1bc0a089&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Ff.hubspotusercontent40.net%2Fhubfs%2F6707440%2FStress%2520%26%2520Wellbeing%2520Webinar%2520Summary-1.pdf&e=68de722f&h=2129b7b2&f=y&p=y
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fget.elevatecoaching.info%2Fuk%2Fregister&data=04%7C01%7Ccharlotte%40elevateeducation.com%7Cf0581fa6fd5d49e4823e08d8b87bd009%7C7c5cc5529e484a798509753c2ab28dad%7C0%7C0%7C637462189205316599%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=G5M3xvAwAf5%2BjgABDWTk7N4OU%2BTnzU3g5o2G9KFehJ4%3D&reserved=0

