
 

 

Dear Parent or Carer 

Thank you for your patience this week and for those of you who have agreed to volunteer to help at our testing 
facility.  As a result of these offers of help, and with some up-dates from government (specifically that we are 
allowed to test students before 8th March) we are now able to share our reopening plans.  I am delighted that all 
students will be able to return to school in the first week of reopening.  It is our aim to complete all three 
asymptomatic lateral flow tests between 3rd March and 18th March. We are also aiming to complete all of the tests 
3-5 days apart. There may be circumstances, including staff or student absence, that will not allow us to complete 
every student's, three tests, by 18th March or in three to five days. Where this is the case, we will make alternative 
arrangements to ensure all three tests are offered by the 20th March. Once each student has completed their three 
tests, and not before the 18th March, we will issue students in all year groups with home testing kits. They will 
have enough home testing kits, so that they can complete two tests per week at home, up to at least the 1st April. 
We will provide more information on home testing kits from the 18th March. It is also very important to remember 
that any student, who is displaying symptoms of COVID-19 does not attend the scheduled testing dates but instead 
requests a PCR test (via the NHS) and begins a period of self-isolation. Similarly, if a student is already self-isolating 
during our test dates, they should not attend the testing programme or return to school and must continue to self-
isolate. Our track and trace procedures will also be reinstated for close contacts of positives cases and those 
students will have to self-isolate.  This is a change from what we were first told when requesting consent for testing 
so daily testing will not happen.  Terms of consent on the form have been amended accordingly. 

Student tests are to be carried out before they attend face-to-face lessons and so each year group’s first return to 
school will be for testing only, not in uniform.  A negative test will mean that every student in the year group can 
join their peers in normal lessons the following day, as the table below illustrates: 

Year Group Day and Date of Students’ 1st 
Test 

Day and Date of Year Group return to 
face-to-face lessons in school. 

11 Wednesday 3rd March Monday 8th March 
13 Thursday 4th March Monday 8th March 
12 Friday 5th March Monday 8th March 
10 Monday 8th March Tuesday 9th March 
7 Tuesday 9th March Wednesday 10th March 
9 Wednesday 10th March Thursday 11th March 
8 Thursday 11th March Friday 12th March 

  

I appreciate that this will mean significant disruption for parents bringing children to school for testing, waiting for 
them and going home again.  It will also mean considerable disruption to lessons / curriculum as on test days 
students will not have live lessons – work will be set on classrooms to give flexibility for travel.  In the week of the 
8th when all staff are back at school, only those students in school will have live lessons face to face – all other year 
groups will have work set on the classroom, in order to ease the burden on staff and facilitate a smooth return for 
them also.  From Monday 8th March, we will have almost 600 students on site for lessons and a test centre running 
for 7 hours of the day. I trust that given the sterling job done by SHFGS teachers and support staff we can rely on 
your understanding that this reduction in live provision, while not ideal, is essential. 

More detail on 1st test times for Year groups by form will follow for 7-10 next week.   

For Years 11, 12 and 13 details are below.  Unfortunately, due to the numbers we need to test and the logistics 
of tracking retests in 3-5 day windows, we cannot test siblings on these days.  Parking will be available on site, at 
the front of the school. 

Form group  Arrival time 
Ascot Surname A-K – 9am 

Surname L-Z – 9.30am 
Claydon Surname A-K – 10am 



 

 

 

 

Surname L-Z – 10.30am 
Hartwell Surname A-K – 11am 

Surname L-Z – 11.30am 
Mentmore Surname A-K – 1pm 

Surname L-Z – 1.30pm 
Stowe Surname A-K – 2pm 

Surname L-Z – 2.30pm 
Waddesdon Surname A-K – 3pm 

Surname L-Z – 3.30pm 
  

For example, this means that a Year 11 Waddesdon student with surname C arrives at 3pm on Wednesday 3rd 

March; a Year 12 Waddesdon student with surname C arrives at 3pm on Friday 5th March and a Year 13 Waddesdon 
student with surname C arrives at 3pm on Thursday 4th March. 

Details on times and dates on second tests will follow next week when we can assess how quickly we are able to 
process students.  We may find that we can increase capacity and speed up the process.  However in order to meet 
the requirements of second or third tests happening in a 3-5 day window following the previous test, Year 7 – 
students will have their second test on Saturday 13th March between 10am-2pm.  (We will try to speed up 
test delivery in order to accommodate Year 7 on Friday 12th but must be cautiously realistic about our 
capacity.)  More details on individual timings will follow. 

Again I greatly appreciate your support and fortitude in this process.  Please pass on my warm regards to your 
child/ren and relay that I am very much looking forward to welcoming them back to school in person. 

Yours faithfully  

  

Ms J Cochrane 
Headteacher  

 


