
 

 

11.01.2021 

 

Dear Parent or Carer 

This week the Headteacher’s Bulletin resembles something more like what you expect with 
details of school life.  Last week, our Year 9 Options Information Evening went ahead remotely 
and thanks to all who attended.  The deadline for Options submissions for students is 27th 
January.   

We have also begun the ‘Next Steps’ process for our Year 11 students.  They have all 
completed a questionnaire on their preferences in terms of schools and courses.  Each 
student’s return is then followed up with an individual interview with a member of the Senior 
Leadership, Sixth Form or Careers Teams. The interviews are being held over Zoom and having 
completed several this morning I can say that it is a lovely experience to be able to catch-up 
one to one with our students. 

Next Monday 18th January, our Parents’ Society Committee will be meeting and I’m sure will 
continue to welcome new members.  If you are interested the meeting will be by Zoom and 
details can be found by contacting parentssociety@sirhenryfloyd.co.uk. As you will appreciate, 
fund-raising and maintaining any momentum is a real challenge for the committee in the 
current circumstances so please do consider lending your support in some way.  The new 
climbing wall, which was entirely funded by Parents’ Society donation, is due to be installed 
this month, restrictions permitting.  Therefore, you can see that even in the current climate 
the group plays a valuable role in providing extra support and facilities for your children. 

We have an exciting new service in school that will be starting this month.  Our plans to 
implement the Bucks Mind Peer Support Programme have not been stopped by the pandemic 
nor the recent return to remote learning.  Our sixth form Mental Health Ambassadors have 
already been trained by Bucks Mind staff to become peer mentors to other SHFGS students. 
The role of the peer mentor includes being a listening ear for younger students and helping to 
raise awareness about positive mental health in school.  Bucks Mind staff will come into school 
throughout the year to gain feedback and see how the service is going.  They will hold 
feedback sessions with these young ambassadors, the staff overseeing service delivery and 
the students who have used the service.  We look forward to seeing our peer mentors support 
our younger students and in turn strengthen the student community.  
  
As I mentioned last week, I needed to re-think the Covid-Testing Consent forms and those for 
parents (of children under-16 years old) and for students (16 years and older) are linked 
below: 

Parental Permission - https://forms.gle/RAt9f95B3EYowWBk9 

Student Consent - https://forms.gle/jPoJjiJivRCkPsSZ8 

We are working to the assumption that testing will need to go ahead when students return to 
school and that we will begin staff testing in January once training and staffing have been 
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completed.  Students will also be sent this link via their school email but please feel free to 
have your child complete it via this bulletin.  I would also recommend that you discuss this 
with your child so that you are aware whether or not they have chosen to be tested.  For those 
who choose not to opt for testing in school, if they are identified as a close contact of a positive 
case of Covid-19, they will need to self-isolate as per the system pre-Christmas rather than 
attending school.  The school testing system has two broad aims -to identify asymptomatic 
students who could infect others and to lessen the need for absence due to self-isolation. 

Staffing News: We have said ‘goodbye’ to Mr Collins - Assistant Headteacher who has moved 
on to pastures new in a London school.  He has been an outstanding member of our staff and 
leadership team and will be greatly missed.  Mrs Kallay is temporarily working across the Trust 
for the next two terms so while her work with our SEND and Intervention teams continue, her 
teaching will be taken by Mrs Williams and Mrs Bunn who we have already as part of the SHFGS 
team.  Mrs Henderson has left the data team; we wish her well and we welcome Mr Morgan to 
the team. You may see his name on communications regarding examinations or data reports. 

As you will expect, due to the recent Government announcement, Bucks School Wear will have 
to remain closed until further notice. Therefore, once again they be offering free delivery on 
all web orders as from today until the end of this current lockdown, should you require any 
uniform items in anticipation of return: info@bucksschoolwearplus.co.uk. 
 
Parents and carers of students in Years 11 & 13, please be aware that we will be sending 
communication home later this week regarding their current studies and assessments.  
 
There are a number of attachments to this bulletin - from the DfE: information regarding 
additional mobile data and information from IT regarding Chromebook loans. 
 
Please note the current advice to us all is to ‘act like we have the virus’; stay safe and have a 
good week. 

Yours faithfully 

Ms J Cochrane 

Ms J Cochrane 
Headteacher 
 

Appendix re COVID symptoms & reporting: 

What do I need to do if my child is unwell?  
 
As a parent, you must:  
Continue to report positive COVID tests to the school.  
Not send your child to school (when not in lockdown) if they or someone else in your 
household has, or is showing any symptoms of, COVID-19 (a new continuous cough, a high 
temperature, or a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell). If this is the 
case you must notify the school immediately.  
Collect your child from school if they become unwell during the school day with any 
symptoms of COVID-19. If this is the case, parents will be contacted immediately.  
Ensure your child self-isolates if they develop the symptoms outlined above, in line with the 
government guidance which can be found here:  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-
home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection  
Book a test if your child is displaying symptoms, within three days of these symptoms 
appearing. Anyone can get a coronavirus test, whatever their age. A test is not required if 
you are not showing symptoms.  
Your child should not attend School while awaiting the results of a test.  
Inform the school immediately of the results of a test – positive or negative.  
If this test (taken because your child has symptoms) is positive, you should follow the 
guidance above and must ensure your child continues to self-isolate for at least 10 days from 
the onset of symptoms and that they return to school only if  
symptoms (other than a cough or loss of sense of smell/taste) have gone. These symptoms 
(cough/loss of smell taste) can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. The 10-
day period starts from the day when your child first became ill. If your child still has a high 
temperature at the end of the 10-day period, you should ensure that they continue to self-
isolate until their temperature returns to normal. Other members of your household 
should self-isolate in line with the guidance.  
If your child has displayed symptoms but tests negative, they can usually return to school 
and household members can end their self-isolation but please note that this will be subject 
to confirmation from local health protection professionals with whom we will liaise. If your 
child tests negative but is unwell, they should not return to school until they have recovered.  
If your child tests positive you must engage with the NHS Test and Trace process and 
provide details of anyone your child has been in close contact with.  
You may find the following government guidance helpful:  
• https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/  
• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-
attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-
parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-
covid-19-outbreak  
• https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/what-your-test-
result-means/  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-
self-isolate-and-what-to-do/  
Requirement to Self-Isolate  
• Legal duty to self-isolate comes into force today (Monday 28 September), to ensure 
compliance and reduce spread of COVID-19  
• Fines for those breaking the rules now in place starting at £1,000 and increasing up to 
£10,000 for repeat offender  
(This information can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-legal-duty-to-self-isolate-comes-
into-force-today)  

 
 
 


