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Subject: GCSE Art  

Rationale on Assessments used: 

In GCSE art and design, which is wholly assessed by NEA, the student’s grade is 

based on the portfolio only, whether or not it has been completed. Students will 
not be penalised if, due to circumstances beyond their control, they were unable 
to complete their portfolio. 

The NEA has been assessed using the same assessment criteria, however the 

quantity of completed art pieces may be less for some students due to school 
closure. Students have been assessed on what they have completed as 

evidence. This reflects the fact that students have not had the same amount of 
time available to them to work on these art pieces and use art resources due to 
school closure.  

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 
needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, blind 

marked and 
moderated 

Invigilated 

assessments 
NEA (if 

appropriate) 
Subject common 

assessment/ 
Teacher 
assessment 

N/A 
 
  

N/A  Moderated NEA: 
Art Portfolio 

N/A 

 
Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 
attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

All assessment objectives have been assessed. The Assessment Objectives are 
interrelated and are as follows: 

• AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources. 

• AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. 

• AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as 
work progresses. 

• AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions 

and demonstrates understanding of visual language. 

 
Ensuring Fair Treatment 

 
The work the students have produced for their portfolio reflects tasks that students 
would normally undertake in preparation for the qualification. All NEA work has 

been marked by one member of staff and moderated by another. Therefore, marks 
have been agreed by two teachers. Students have been ranked by result and then 

moderated levels awarded by applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ. 
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Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 
subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 

with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO. External 
moderation has been carried out in partnership with Aylesbury High School.  

 

Subject: GCSE Computer Science 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE computer science students have covered the whole of the specification 
content, although some topics have only been covered during remote learning. 

The NEA has been completed, although does not normally contribute to the final 

mark, which is determined by two final exams: 

J276/01: Computer Systems 

J276/02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming 

With regards to the written examination all assessment objectives have been 
tested.  

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 
needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, 
blind marked 

and 
moderated 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject common 
assessment/ 
Teacher 
assessment 

Blind marked 
and moderated 

Year 11 tests in 
March 2021 
(Unit 1 and Unit 

2)  
 
Blind marked 
and moderated 

Year 11 tests in 
May 2021 
(Combined Unit 

1 and Unit 2).  

Year 11 trial 
exams 1: 

papers 1 and 2 
sat November 
2020 

The students 
complete a 

programming 
project as a non-
exam assessment.  
 
However, this is not 

normally assessed 
as part of the GCSE 

and so it will not be 
counted as part of 
the assessment in 

this case.  

In-class 
assessments 

completed 
September 2021 
(Unit 1 and Unit 2) 
 
Students sat 6 tests 

during year 10 
(including one 

completed 
remotely). 
 
Revision test on 
units 1.1, 1.2 and 

1.3 sat via Google 
Forms during 
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remote learning 

(February 2021) 
 
Evidence of student 
work on revision 
platforms (Seneca 

Learning and 
SmartRevise) may 

be considered to 
support grading)  

 
Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 
attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

All of the assessment objectives will be tested: 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key concepts and 
principles of Computer Science. 

• AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of key concepts and principles 

of Computer Science. 
• AO3: Analyse problems in computational terms: 

•   to make reasoned judgements 
•   to design, program, evaluate and refine solutions. 

 
In terms of the units making up the specification, the following have been 
included in scope for the invigilated, blind marked and moderated assessments: 

Unit Included in 

assessments 
Notes: 

J276/01: Computer Systems 

1.1 Systems architecture Y 
 

1.2 Memory Y 
 

1.3 Storage Y 
 

1.4 Wired and wireless 
networks 

Y 
 

1.5 Network topologies, 
protocols and layers 

Y 
 

1.6 System security Y 
 

1.7 Systems software Y 
 

1.8 Ethical, legal, cultural 
and environmental 
concerns 

N Not covered in revision 
program 
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J276/02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming 

2.1 Algorithms Y Not including: 
standard searching algorithms 
standard sorting algorithms 
which have only been covered 
during remote learning.  

2.2 Programming 

techniques 
Y 

 

2.3 Producing robust 
programs 

Y 
 

2.4 Computational logic Y 
 

2.5 Translators and 

facilities of languages 
Y 

 

2.6 Data representation Y 
 

 

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used.  

Exam board released materials have been used in the assessment grid above:  

1. The November 2020 assessment was full OCR GCSE paper 1 and 2 from 
June 2019. 

2. The March 2021 assessment used a combination of past paper questions 
and teacher set questions.  

3. Exam board materials released on 31-03-2021 were used for the May 2021 
assessments. 

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 

as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 
course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. Students have been ranked by result 

and then moderated levels awarded by applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ. 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 
subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 

teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.   

 

 

Subject: GCSE Graphics 

Rationale on Assessments used: 
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In GCSE graphics, which is usually assessed by 50% NEA and 50% exam, the 
student’s grade is based on the NEA and their performance in prior trial exams 

and assessments.  

The NEA has been assessed using the amended assessment criteria from the 
exam board, however the quantity and quality of practical work may differ for 

some students due to school closure and has been taken into account as a 
cohort. Students have been assessed on what they have completed as evidence. 

This reflects the fact that students have not had the same amount of time 
available to them to work on their NEA and use practical resources and facilities 
due to school closure.  

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 
needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, blind 
marked and 

moderated 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject common 
assessment/ 
Teacher 
assessment 

• Blind marked 

and moderated 
Year 11 tests in 

March 2021 
(unseen 2020 

paper) (AO3 & 
AO4) 

• Blind marked 

and moderated 
Year 11 tests in 

May 2021 
(2018 sample 

paper) (AO3 & 
AO4) 

Y11 November 
trial exam 

(unseen 2019 

exam) (AO3 & 
AO4)  

Moderated NEA 
(AO1, AO2, 

AO3) 

• Sept exam 
(blind marked 

by 2 teachers 
via Google 

form).((AO3 & 
AO4) 

 

 
• End of topic 

assessments 
(AO4) 

 
Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 
attempted as part of the assessment data described above: N/A 

All assessment objectives have been taught and assessed. The Assessment 

Objectives are as follows: 

• AO1: Identify, investigate and outline design possibilities to address needs 
and wants  

• AO2: Design and make prototypes that are fit for purpose  

• AO3: Analyse and evaluate –  

•design decisions and outcomes, including for prototypes made by 
themselves and others  
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•wider issues in design and technology  

• AO4: Demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of –  

•technical principles  

•designing and making principles 

 
Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. 

The work the students have produced for their NEA reflects tasks and 
understanding that students would normally undertake for this part of the 

qualification, with the exception of limited practical work due to Covid restrictions. 
All NEA work has been marked by one member of staff and moderated by another. 

Therefore, marks have been agreed by two teachers. Students have been ranked 
by result and then moderated levels awarded by applying the Grade Descriptors 
from JCQ. 

Consistent Grade Boundaries have been applied to moderated work that have 

been taken from the Autumn series 2019. 

The May assessments were fully based on an unused 2018 sample paper and not 
on the material released from the exam board: Design & Technology has only two 

past papers available and questions from 2019 and 2020 had already been used 
in our November and March assessments. The material released from the exam 

board were questions taken from 2018(sample)-2020 as we felt that this would 
give a better reflection of what students know.     

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes. These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. Questions have been unseen and 

revision topic guidance and activities has been issued to all students. The same 
revision resources and opportunities have been used in both classes. 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.  

Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 
holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 

applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ. When the most recent grades achieved 
are not representative of student performance, we will make a holistic/best fit 

judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. more often than not) will 
be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it reasonable that 
some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are performing.  For 

students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across the evidence 
will be awarded. 
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Subject: English Language GCSE 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

All invigilated assessments reflect standard examination processes. The entire 

course is reflected in the table below, covering Paper 1 and Paper 2, with 
additional evidence available from a Paper 1, Section A assessment sat at the 

very end of the course of study. 

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 
needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, blind 

marked and 
moderated 

Invigilated 

assessments 
NEA (if 

appropriate) 
Subject common 

assessment/ 
Teacher 
assessment 

March 2021 
• Paper 1: 

Section A and 
B 

May 2021 
• Paper 1: 

Section A 

  

Nov 2020 
• Paper 2: 

Section A 
and B 

 
Feb 2021 
Paper 2, Section 

A, Question 3 

 
Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 
attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

• NA - all aspects of the course have been taught and assessed. 

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used.  Pre-release materials 
have not been specifically used because of the time frame of release and 

assessment arrangements in school. The papers used, however, for Paper 1 
(March) and Paper 2 November) were full tests taken from secure past paper 
materials. 

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 

as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 
course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 

undertake in preparation for the qualification. 

• First Phase: standardisation - Head of Faculty selects three scripts 
(roughly reflecting grades 8/9, 7, 5/6). All markers independently mark 
these three scripts. Department then has a 30 minute discussion, in which 

marks are compared and the agreed standard is set, with the guidance of 
the Lead Marker (Head of Faculty). The marking tolerance is also set at this 

point. 
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• Second Phase: moderation - all markers then mark their batch of 25 
random scripts to the agreed standard. The Lead Marker then moderates 

three scripts from each marker (top, middle and bottom), making any 
necessary instructions for adjustment based on marking that falls outside 

of the agreed tolerance. 
• Third Phase: when all scripts are marked and moderated by the second 

phase, the year group is listed in rank order and the Lead Marker spot 

checks a random selection of scripts (10-15), paying particular attention to 
scripts that fall at the top and bottom of JCQ Grade Descriptors. 

Adjustments are made if patterns outside of tolerance are noticed, returning 
to the second phase for any individual marker. 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.  Teachers of 

individual students submit evidence and the school’s leaders award final grades. 

Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 

holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ  When not the most recent grades 

achieved are not representative of student performance, we will make a 
holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. more often 
than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it 

reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are 
performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across 

the evidence will be awarded. 

 

 

Subject: English Literature GCSE 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

All assessments reflect standard examination processes. Assessments are 
included from all aspects of the course that were taught. The skills (AOs) are 
assessed across the different sections of the GCSE, so there are multiple 
accounts of each AO being assessed. Both papers that make up the course are 

evidenced in sufficient depth, with additional assessment of Paper 1, Section B 
sat at the end of the course of study and additional Paper 1 assessments taken 

in Year 10 included. Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with 
disabilities or SEND needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, blind 
marked and 

moderated 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject common 
assessment/ 
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Teacher 

assessment 
March 2021 

• Paper 2: 
Section B 
and Section 

C 
May 2021 

• Paper 1 
Section B 

Nov 2020 
• Paper 1: 

Section A 
and B 

 
Feb 2021 

• Paper 2 
Section C 

2019-20 
• Paper 2 

Section B Sept 

2020 
• Paper 2 

Section B 

(AIC) mid-
term Autumn 

2020 
• Paper 2 

Section B 

(AIC) end of 
unit Autumn 

2020 

 
Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 
attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

• Paper 2 Section A : 19th Century Prose: not taught in sufficient depth due 

to closure/lockdown (in line with DFE guidance the exam board agreed in 
August 2020 that this unit did not need to be taught due to 
covid/lockdown restrictions) 

 
Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. For assessments taking 

place after their release, pre-release materials have been used (Paper 1: Section 
B). In all other cases, assessments have either been taken from secure past paper 
materials or ‘in-house’ papers, written to reflect standard examination papers and 

marked using the standard mark schemes.  

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. 

• First Phase: standardisation - Head of Faculty selects three scripts 
(roughly reflecting grades 8/9, 7, 5/6). All markers independently mark 

these three scripts. Department then has a 30 minute discussion, in which 
marks are compared and the agreed standard is set, with the guidance of 

the Lead Marker (Head of Faculty). The marking tolerance is also set at this 
point. 

• Second Phase: moderation - all markers then mark their batch of 25 
random scripts to the agreed standard. The Lead Marker then moderates 
three scripts from each marker (top, middle and bottom), making any 

necessary instructions for adjustment based on marking that falls outside 
of the agreed tolerance. 
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• Third Phase: when all scripts are marked and moderated by the second 
phase, the year group is listed in rank order and the Lead Marker spot 

checks a random selection of scripts (10-15), paying particular attention to 
scripts that fall at the top and bottom of JCQ Grade Descriptors. 

Adjustments are made if patterns outside of tolerance are noticed, returning 
to the second phase for any individual marker. 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.  Teachers of 

individual students submit evidence and the school’s leaders award final grades. 

Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 

holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ  When not the most recent grades 
achieved are not representative of student performance, we will make a 

holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. more often 
than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it 

reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are 
performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across 

the evidence will be awarded. 

 

 

Subject: GCSE Dance 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE dance students have covered the whole of the specification content. The 

NEA has been assessed using the same criteria, however the duration of the 

pieces may be shorter for some students due to school closure. Students have 

been assessed on what they have completed as evidence. This reflects the fact 

that students have not had the same amount of time available to them to work 

on these dance pieces due to school closure. With regards to the written 

examination all assessment objectives have been tested.  

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 
needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, blind 

marked and 

moderated 

Invigilated 

assessments 

NEA (if 

appropriate) 

Subject common 

assessment/ 

Teacher assessment 
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● Blind marked 
and 

moderated 
Year 11 tests 

in March 
2021 (A03 

and A04) 
● Blind marked 

and 
moderated 

Year 11 tests 

in May 2021 
(A03 and 

A04) 
 

Year 11 Trial 

Exams 

(November 

2020) (A03 

and A04) 

Moderated 

NEA’s: Set 

Phrase, 

Duet/Trios and 

Choreography 

(A01 and A02) 

 

● Section B space 

question (A03 
and A04) 

● Section C 

“Infra” question 
(A04) 

● Section C “A 
Linha Curva” 
question (A04) 

● Section B 
dynamics 

question (A03 
and A04) 

● Section C E of E 

and AT 12 mark 
comparison 

question (A04) 
● E of E written 

paper (A04) 

 

 

Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 

attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

All assessment objectives have been assessed. For the final invigilated written 

tests in March and May we have focused on 3 of the 6 professional works as 

these were the works taught in school. Students will be assessed on A03 in 

Section A of the paper. Section B questions are included in the Teacher 

Assessment column. 

All of the assessment objectives will be tested: 

● AO1: Perform dance, reflecting choreographic intention through physical, 

technical and expressive skills. 

● AO2: Create dance, including movement material and aural setting, to 

communicate choreographic intention. 

● AO3: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of choreographic 

processes and performing skills. 

● AO4: Critically appreciate own works and professional works, through 

making analytical, interpretive and evaluative judgements. 

 

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. Exam board released 

materials were used for the May Blind marked and moderated assessments.  

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. All NEA work has been marked by 
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one member of staff and moderated by another. Therefore, marks have been 
agreed by two teachers.  Students have been ranked by result and then moderated 

levels awarded by applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ. 

 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class teacher.  

These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement with the 

SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.   

 

Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 

of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 

holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 

applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ  When not the most recent grades 

achieved are not representative of student performance, we will make a 

holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. more often 

than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it 

reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are 

performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across 

the evidence will be awarded. 

 

 

Subject: GCSE Drama 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE drama students have covered the whole of the specification content. The 

NEA has been assessed using the same criteria, however, the duration of the 

pieces may be shorter for some students due to school closure. Students have 

been assessed on what they have completed as evidence. This reflects the fact 

that students have not had the same amount of time available to them to work 

on these drama pieces due to school closure. With regards to the written 

examination, all assessment objectives have been tested.  

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 
needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 
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Invigilated, blind 

marked and 

moderated 

assessments 

(2021) 

Invigilated 

assessments 

NEA (if 

appropriate) 

Subject common 

assessment/ 

Teacher 

assessment 

Blind marked and 

moderated Year 11 

tests in March 2021 

(AO3 and AO4) 

 

Blind marked and 

moderated Year 11 
tests in May 2021 

(AO3 and AO4) 

 

Year 11 Trial 

Exams (November 

2020) (AO3 and 

AO4) 

Marked and 

moderated NEA’s: 

Component 1 

Devised 

performance, 

portfolio, evaluation 

(AO1, AO2, AO4) 

Monologue 

performances (Year 

11) (AO2) 

The Crucible 

performances 

(February 2020) 

(A02) 

Common Homework 

(March 2020) (AO3 

and AO4) 

Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 

attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

All assessment objectives have been assessed. For the final invigilated written 

tests in March and May we have focused on questions from both Section A and 

Section B of the written paper as both were fully taught in school. Therefore, 

students will be assessed on both A03 and A04 within the test papers. 

All of the assessment objectives will be tested: 

● AO1: Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical 

performance 

● AO2: Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance 

● AO3: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama and 

theatre is developed and performed 

● AO4: Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. Exam board released 

materials were used for the May blind marked and moderated assessments.  

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes. These assessments and those throughout the 
course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 

undertake in preparation for the qualification. All NEA work has been marked by 
one member of staff and moderated by another. Therefore marks have been 
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agreed by two teachers.  Students have been ranked by result and then moderated 
levels awarded by applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ. 

 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class teacher.  

These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement with the 

SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO. 

 

Awarding Final Grades 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 

of student performance, although there may be exceptions. We will make a holistic 

judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 

applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ. Staff will make an appropriate or 

reasonable exercise of academic judgement for each student. When not the most 

recent grades achieved are not representative of student performance, we will 

make a holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. 

more often than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances 

make it reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which 

they are performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average 

grade across the evidence will be awarded.  

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 

needs. 

 

 

Subject: GCSE Music 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE music students have covered the whole of the specification content. The 

NEA has been assessed using the standard NEA criteria, however the duration of 

performances and compositions may be shorter for some students due to school 

closure. Students have been assessed on what they have completed as 

evidence. This reflects the fact that students have not had the same amount of 

time available to them to work on these pieces due to school closure. With 

regards to the written examination all assessment objectives have been tested 

through listening and appraising questions.  

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 
needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 
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Invigilated, blind 

marked and 

moderated 

Invigilated 

assessments 

NEA (if 

appropriate) 

Subject common 

assessment/ 

Teacher assessment 

● Blind marked and 
moderated Year 
11 trial exams in 

March 2021 (AoS 
1 and AoS 4) 

● Blind marked and 
moderated Year 

11 trial exams in 
May 2021 (AoS 1 
and AoS 4) 

Year 11 Trial 

Exams 

(November 

2020) (AoS 1- 

4 [whole 

specification 

tested) 

● Marked and 
moderated 
solo 

performance 
(unit 1) 

● Marked and 
moderated 

composition 
(unit 2) 

● Bach/Beethoven 
Essay 

● Practice Paper A 

(remote) 
● Beethoven Test 

● Fusions 
Listening Test 

 

Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 

attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

For the final invigilated written tests in March and May we have focused on AoS1 

(Instrumental music) and AoS4 (Fusions) testing 4 of the 8 set works, as these 

were the works taught in school. AoS 2 (vocal music) and AoS3 (music for stage 

and screen) therefore, have not been tested as these were taught remotely and 

not in sufficient depth.  

Students will be assessed on AO3 (vocabulary and stylistic awareness) through 

the Section A listening and Section B essay questions, and AO4 (appraising, 

comparing and contrasting) through the Section B essay questions. 

All Assessment Objectives are covered in each exam component; as such, all 

Assessment Objectives have been taught and assessed in all assessment 

components outlined in the table above: 

● AO1: Perform with technical control, expression and interpretation.  

● AO2: Compose and develop musical ideas with technical control and 

coherence 

● AO3: Demonstrate and apply musical knowledge 

● AO4: Use appraising skills to make evaluative and critical judgements 

about music 

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. Exam board released 

materials were used for the May blind marked and moderated assessments.  

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 

as rigorous moderation processes. These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 

undertake in preparation for the qualification. 

All NEA work has been marked by one member of staff and moderated by another. 
Therefore marks have been agreed by two teachers. Students have been ranked 
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by result and then moderated levels awarded, by applying the Grade Descriptors 
from JCQ. 

 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class teacher.  

These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement with the 

SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.   

Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 

of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 

holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 

applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ  When not the most recent grades 

achieved are not representative of student performance, we will make a 

holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. more often 

than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it 

reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are 

performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across 

the evidence will be awarded. 

 

 

Subject: GCSE French 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE French students have covered the whole of the specification content. With 
regards to the written examination all assessment objectives have been tested. 
AO2 is only assessed by the endorsement, as required by the change to GCSE 

for 2021. 

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 
needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, blind 
marked and 
moderated 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject 
common 
assessment/ 
Teacher 
assessment 

• Blind marked 

and moderated 
Year 11 tests in 

March 2021 
(A01, AO3 and 

A04) 

Year 11 Trial 

Exams 
(November 

2020) (AO1,A03 
and A04) 

n/a • Reading 
on leisure 

(AO3) 
• Writing on 

holidays 

(AO4) 
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• Blind marked 
and moderated 

Year 11 tests in 
May 2021 (A03 

and A04)  

[whole 
specification 

tested]   

• Listening 

on 
holidays 
(AO1) 

• Reading 
on healthy 

living 
(AO3)  

 
Assessment Objectives  

All assessment objectives have been assessed. For AO2, this is via the speaking 

endorsement as per the 2021 GCSE requirements. In March AO1, AO3 and AO4 
were assessed. In May, AO3 and AO4 were assessed. 

• AO1: Listening – understand and respond to different types of spoken 
language. 

• AO2: Speaking – communicate and interact effectively in speech. 

• AO3: Reading – understand and respond to different types of written language. 

• AO4: Writing – communicate in writing. 

 
Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. A selection of the exam 

board released materials was used in the May 2021 assessments. 

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. With the reading and listening 
papers, a sample were cross checked by the other teacher to ensure both 

consistent allocation of marks and administrative efficiency. The Faculty Leader 
also checked a random sample of six scripts. For the writing, six scripts were 

marked by both teachers. The results of the assessments were used to establish 
a rank order of students and grades were awarded after full consideration of the 
data.  Consistent Grade Descriptors as issued by JCQ have been applied to 

moderated work as part of the standardisation and moderation 
process.  Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff 

in the subject area, most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 

with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.   

 
Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 
holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 

applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ.  Staff will make an appropriate or 
reasonable exercise of academic judgement for each student.   When not the most 

recent grades achieved are not representative of student performance, we will 
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make a holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. 
more often than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances 

make it reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which 
they are performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average 

grade across the evidence will be awarded. 

 

 

 

Subject: GCSE German 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE German students have covered all of the specification content, apart from 

the very final unit on current and future employment. With regards to the 
written examination all assessment objectives have been tested. AO2 is only 

assessed by the endorsement, as required by the change to GCSE for 2021. 

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 

needs. 

  

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, blind 
marked and 

moderated 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject 
common 

assessment/ 
Teacher 
assessment 

• Blind marked 
and moderated 

Year 11 tests in 
March 2021 

(A01, AO3 and 
A04) 

• Blind marked 
and moderated 

Year 11 tests in 
May 2021 (A03 

and A04)  

Year 11 Trial 
Exams 

(November 
2020) (AO1,A03 

and A04) 
[whole 

specification 
tested]   

n/a • Reading 
on School 

(AO3) 
• Writing on 

School 
(AO4) 

• Listening 

on 
holidays 

(AO1) 

  

 
Assessment Objectives  

All assessment objectives have been assessed. For AO2, this is via the speaking 
endorsement as per the 2021 GCSE requirements. In March AO1, AO3 and AO4 

were assessed. In May, AO3 and AO4 were assessed. 

• AO1: Listening – understand and respond to different types of spoken 
language. 
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• AO2: Speaking – communicate and interact effectively in speech. 

• AO3: Reading – understand and respond to different types of written language. 

• AO4: Writing – communicate in writing. 

 
Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. A selection of the exam 
board released materials was used in the May 2021 assessments. 

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 

as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 
course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 

undertake in preparation for the qualification. With the reading and listening 
papers, a sample were cross checked by the other teacher to ensure both 
consistent allocation of marks and administrative efficiency. The Faculty Leader 

also checked a random sample of six scripts. For the writing, six scripts were 
marked by both teachers. The results of the assessments were used to establish 

a rank order of students and grades were awarded after full consideration of the 
data.  Consistent Grade Descriptors as issued by JCQ have been applied to 
moderated work as part of the standardisation and moderation 

process.  Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff 
in the subject area, most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 

teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.   

 
Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 

holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ.  Staff will make an appropriate or 

reasonable exercise of academic judgement for each student.   When not the most 
recent grades achieved are not representative of student performance, we will 
make a holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. 

more often than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances 
make it reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which 

they are performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average 
grade across the evidence will be awarded. 

 

 

Subject: GCSE Spanish 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE Spanish students have covered the whole of the specification content. 
With regards to the written examination all assessment objectives have been 

tested. AO2 is only assessed by the endorsement, as required by the change to 
GCSE for 2021. 
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Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 

needs. 

 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, blind 
marked and 

moderated 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject 
common 

assessment/ 
Teacher 

assessment 

• Blind marked 
and moderated 

Year 11 tests 
in March 2021 

(A01, AO3 and 
A04) 

• Blind marked 

and moderated 
Year 11 tests 

in May 2021 
(A03 and A04)  

Year 11 Trial 
Exams 

(November 
2020) 

(AO1,A03 and 
A04) 

[whole 

specification 
tested]   

n/a • Writing on 

Home and 
region 
(AO4) 

• Listening 
on Mod. 6 

(AO1) 
• Writing on 

Mod. 6 
(AO4) -
11B/C 

• Listening 
on work on 

future 
plans 
(AO1) - 

11F 
• Reading on 

Healthy 
living 
(AO3)   

 
Assessment Objectives  

All assessment objectives have been assessed. For AO2, this is via the speaking 
endorsement as per the 2021 GCSE requirements. In March AO1, AO3 and AO4 
were assessed. In May, AO3 and AO4 were assessed. 

• AO1: Listening – understand and respond to different types of spoken language. 

• AO2: Speaking – communicate and interact effectively in speech. 

• AO3: Reading – understand and respond to different types of written language. 

• AO4: Writing – communicate in writing. 

 
Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. A selection of the exam 

board released materials was used in the May 2021 assessments. 



 
 

22 
 

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. With the reading and listening 

papers, a sample were cross checked by the other teacher to ensure both 
consistent allocation of marks and administrative efficiency. The Faculty Leader 
also checked a random sample of six scripts. For the writing, six scripts were 

marked by both teachers. The results of the assessments were used to establish 
a rank order of students and grades were awarded after full consideration of the 

data.  Consistent Grade Descriptors as issued by JCQ have been applied to 
moderated work as part of the standardisation and moderation 
process.  Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff 

in the subject area, most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 

with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.   

 
Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 
holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 

applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ.  Staff will make an appropriate or 
reasonable exercise of academic judgement for each student.   When not the most 

recent grades achieved are not representative of student performance, we will 
make a holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. 

more often than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances 
make it reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which 
they are performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average 

grade across the evidence will be awarded. 

 

Subject : GCSE BIOLOGY 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE Biology students have covered most of the specification content. Topic 17 

Ecology (specification point 4.7) was covered in part but not finished. As a 
result, this is the only topic that has not been included in the assessment 

evidence. All other topics (4.1-4.6) have been assessed and used as evidence in 
awarding TAGs. All assessments consist of past AQA GCSE Biology exam 

questions. 

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 
needs. 

Assessment grades considered: 
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Invigilated, 
blind marked 

and moderated 
assessments 

(2021) 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject common 
assessment/ 

Teacher 
assessment 

• Blind 
marked 

and 
moderated 

Year 11 
tests in 
March 

2021 (AO1, 
AO2, AO3)  

• Blind 
marked 
and 

moderated 
Year 11 

tests in 
May 2021 
(AO1, AO2, 

AO3) 

  

  

  

  

 
 

• Year 11 Trial 
Exams 

(November 
2020) Paper 

1 (½ of 
specification 
- AO1,AO2, 

AO3)  

 n/a  GCSE Topic tests  
• Exam Sept 

2020 
• Communicable 

disease (Y10) 
• Non-comm 

disease (Y10) 

• Organisation 
(Y10) 

• Nervous 
system (Y10) 

• Hormones (Y 

10) 
• Bioenergetics 

(Y10) 
• Reproduction 

(Y11) 

• Genetics and 
Evolution 

(yr11) 

  

Assessment Objectives: All assessment objectives have been assessed. 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas; 
scientific techniques and procedures. 

• AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas; scientific 
enquiry, techniques and procedures. 

• AO3: Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; make 

judgments and draw conclusions; develop and improve experimental 
procedures. 

  

Ensuring Fair Treatment 
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A range of evidence from across the course has been used.  Exam board released 
materials were used in the May 2021 assessment. 

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. Samples of 2021 exam papers were 
moderated by the chemistry department to check that the mark schemes were 

applied consistently and fairly. Students have been ranked by result and then 
grades awarded using the Grade Descriptors issued by JCQ. The descriptors have 

been applied to moderated work as part of the standardisation and moderation 
process. The answer commentaries and grading exemplification documents 
provided by AQA were used as part of the moderation process to ensure 

consistency when awarding grades across the department. 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.  Teachers of 

individual students submit evidence and the school’s leaders award final grades. 

 

Awarding Final Grades 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 

of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 
holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ.  Staff will make an appropriate or 

reasonable exercise of academic judgement for each student.   When not the most 
recent grades achieved are not representative of student performance, we will 

make a holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. 
more often than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances 
make it reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which 

they are performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average 
grade across the evidence will be awarded. 

 

Subject: GCSE Chemistry 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE Chemistry students have covered the entire specification content. 
However, Topic 10 (4.10) was covered in less depth compared to other topics as 

a result of remote teaching during the lockdown. As a result, this is the only 
topic that has not been included in the assessment evidence. All other topics 
(4.1-4.9) have been assessed and used as evidence in awarding TAGs. All 

assessments consist of past AQA GCSE Chemistry exam questions. 

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 

needs. 
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Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, blind 

marked and 
moderated 

assessments 
(2021) 

Invigilated 

assessments 
NEA (if 

appropriate) 
Subject common 

assessment/ 

Teacher 

assessment 

• Blind marked 
and moderated 

Year 11 tests 
in March 2021 
(AO1, AO2, 

AO3).  
• Blind marked 

and moderated 
Year 11 tests 
in May 2021 

(AO1, AO2, 
AO3) 

Year 11 Trial 
Exams 

(November 
2020)  
Paper 1 (½ of 

specification - 
AO1, AO2, AO3) 

 N/A  GCSE Topic tests: 
• Organic 

chemistry 
(Yr11) 

• Rates of 

reaction 
(Yr11) 

• Chemical 
analysis & 
chemical 

changes 
(Yr10) 

• Bonding and 
quantitative 
chemistry 

(Yr10) 

Assessment Objectives: All assessment objectives have been assessed. 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas; 
scientific techniques and procedures. 

• AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas; scientific 
enquiry, techniques and procedures. 

• AO3: Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; make 

judgments and draw conclusions; develop and improve experimental 
procedures. 

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. Exam board released 
materials were used in the May 2021 assessment. 

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. Samples of 2021 exam papers were 
moderated by the chemistry department to check that the mark schemes were 

applied consistently and fairly. Students have been ranked by result and then 
grades awarded using the Grade Descriptors issued by JCQ. The descriptors have 

been applied to moderated work as part of the standardisation and moderation 
process. The answer commentaries and grading exemplification documents 
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provided by AQA were used as part of the moderation process to ensure 
consistency when awarding grades across the department. 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 
subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 

teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.  Teachers of 
individual students submit evidence and the school’s leaders award final grades. 

Awarding Final Grades 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 

of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 
holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ.  Staff will make an appropriate or 

reasonable exercise of academic judgement for each student.   When not the most 
recent grades achieved are not representative of student performance, we will 

make a holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. 
more often than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances 
make it reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which 

they are performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average 
grade across the evidence will be awarded. 

 

Subject: GCSE Physics 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE Physics students have covered most of the specification content. However, 
Topic 7 - Magnetism and Electromagnetism was not completed as a result of 

remote teaching during the lockdown and topic 8 - Space Physics was not done 
at all. As a result, these topics have not been included in the assessment 

evidence. All other topics (1 - 6) have been assessed and used as evidence in 
awarding TAGs. All assessments consist of past AQA GCSE Physics exam 
questions 

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 
needs. 

 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, blind 
marked and 

moderated 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject 
common 

assessment/ 
Teacher 

assessment 
• Blind marked 

and moderated 
Year 11 tests in 

Year 11 Trial 

Exams 

n/a GCSE Topic 

tests: 
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March 2021 

(AO1, AO2, 
AO3)  

• Blind marked 

and moderated 
Year 11 tests in 

May 2021 (AO1, 
AO2, AO3)  

(November 

2020)  
Paper 1 (½ of 
specification - 

AO1,AO2, AO3) 

 
 

• Waves 

(Y11) 
• Electricity 

(Y10) 

• Atomic 
(Y10) 

• Forces 
(Y10) 

 

  
 

Assessment Objectives: All assessment objectives have been assessed. 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas; 
scientific techniques and procedures. 

• AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas; scientific 

enquiry, techniques and procedures. 
• AO3: Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; make 

judgments and draw conclusions; develop and improve experimental 
procedures. 

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. Exam board released 
materials were used in the May 2021 assessment. 

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. Samples of 2021 exam papers were 
moderated by the physics department to check that the mark schemes were 

applied consistently and fairly. Students have been ranked by result and then 
grades awarded using the Grade Descriptors issued by JCQ. The descriptors have 

been applied to moderated work as part of the standardisation and moderation 
process. The answer commentaries and grading exemplification documents 
provided by AQA were used as part of the moderation process to ensure 

consistency when awarding grades across the department. 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.  Teachers of 

individual students submit evidence and the school’s leaders award final grades. 

Awarding Final Grades 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 
holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
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applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ.  Staff will make an appropriate or 
reasonable exercise of academic judgement for each student.   When not the most 

recent grades achieved are not representative of student performance, we will 
make a holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. 

more often than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances 
make it reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which 
they are performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average 

grade across the evidence will be awarded. 

 

Subject: GCSE Mathematics AQA 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

The assessments used all conform to standard examination formats and 

standard. They have all been marked using the standard examination mark 

schemes. We have covered the curriculum covering all strands. We have 

ensured that the depth of the questions assess to the highest level. Reasonable 

adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND needs. 

 

 
Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, 

blind marked 
and moderated 

Invigilated 

assessments 
NEA (if 

appropriate) 
Subject common 

assessment/ 
Teacher assessment 

 
Trial Exam (May 

2021) 
Trial Exam 
(March 2021) 
 

  

 

Trial Exam 

(December 
2020)  

 
 
Y11 Grade (comprises 

2 assessed homework 
and remote 
assessment) 
 
September 

Assessment  
 
Y10 2 Test Average 
Grade  

 
Assessment Objectives in the November trial we nearly assessed all included 

in the Specification . All other areas have been assessed subsequently. The 
March and May assessments had a smaller proportion of the course, but it 
reflected the level and depth of the course, including the challenge. 

All assessment objectives have been assessed.  

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used.   

We have used questions sourced from different exam series: 
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November Trials 2020 used questions from the exam series June 2019 and the 
grade boundaries are reflected by this series. 

March Final Assessments 2021 used questions from exam series September 2020 

and the grade boundaries are reflected by this series. 

May Final Assessments 2021 used questions from the exam bank of issued 
questions with minimal supplementary questions from exampro AQA to ensure 

that the data topics were included. 

The remote Year 11 WAGs were generated using exampro AQA questions with 
mark schemes. The year 10 test 2 and Year 9 end of year used past AQA exam 

questions. Finally, the September assessments were generated using some 
Edexcel Questions with official exam board mark schemes. We graded these by 
ranking and awarding a grade for the band.  

 
Procedure for final assessments 

Maths teachers blind marked a selection of the scripts using the mark schemes 

from the examination board, AQA. We had ongoing discussions about applying the 
mark scheme throughout. For moderation purposes, each teacher had a sample 
of six scripts marked by a second marker. They met to discuss their marking and 

any inconsistencies were applied to the whole set of scripts. For the second paper, 
we met as a department where a GCSE marker went through the mark scheme in 

detail. We marked our sample of scripts. Again, a random sample was moderated, 
to ensure consistency across the department.  

Blind marking was employed in the assessments in March and May as well as 
rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. Students have been ranked by result 

and then moderated levels awarded. Grade boundaries have been awarded with 
reference to the boundaries available in the last few years. 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the Headteacher and ultimately CEO.   

Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 
holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 

applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ  When not the most recent grades 
achieved are not representative of student performance, we will make a 

holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. more often 
than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it 
reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are 

performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across 
the evidence will be awarded. 
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Subject: GCSE Further Mathematics AQA 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

The assessments used all conform to standard examination formats and 

standard. The scripts have all been marked using the standard examination 

mark schemes, where available. We have covered most of the curriculum with a 

few exceptions. We have ensured that the depth of questions assess to the 

highest level. Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with 

disabilities or SEND needs. 

 

 
Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, 
blind marked 

and moderated 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject common 
assessment/ 
Teacher 
assessment 

 
Further Maths 

Assessment (May 
2021) 
 
  

 

Trial Further 

Maths Exam 
(December 2020)  

 
 
Online Remote 

assessment - 
watched via senso 
and cameras 

 
Further Maths 

Assessment (March 
2021) 
 
Maths Assessment 
(May 2021) 
Maths Assessment 
(March 2021)  

 
Assessment Objectives We have assessed only the proportion of the course 

that we have covered. We feel that this was a representative sample of the 
course allowing pupils to reach the full set of assessed grades. The March and 

May assessments had a small proportion of the course, but it reflected the level 
and depth of the course, including the challenge. 

Many assessment objectives have been assessed, but not all. 

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used.   

We have used questions sourced from AQA question banks: 

There were no past papers for this qualification and so we have sourced questions 

from the limited range of questions available, most from the published exam banks 
that have been historically produced. 
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The March Assessments we used AQA additional Assessment material on All about 
maths. The May Final Assessments 2021 used questions from the AQA released 

exam bank. November Trials 2020 used questions from Questions from preparing 
to teach FM - AQA Activity booklet. 

The remote Year 11 assessment was done using AQA Practise Paper 1 and 2 version 

1.  

 
Procedure for final assessments 

Maths teachers blind marked a selection of the scripts using the mark schemes 

from the examination board, AQA or equivalent if they were not available (due to 
the limited exam resources for this qualification). We had ongoing discussions 

about applying the mark scheme throughout. For moderation purposes, each 
teacher had a sample of six scripts marked by a second marker. They met to 
discuss their marking and any inconsistencies were applied to the whole set of 

scripts. We all followed the same procedure to ensure consistency across the 
department.  

Blind marking was employed in the assessments in March and May as well as 

rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 
course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. Students have been ranked by result 

and then moderated levels awarded. Grade boundaries have been awarded with 
reference to the boundaries available in the last few years. 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 

with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.   

Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 

holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ  When not the most recent grades 
achieved are not representative of student performance, we will make a 

holistic/best fit judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. more often 
than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it 

reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are 
performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across 
the evidence will be awarded. 

 

 

Subject: GCSE Geography 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

Students have completed all core knowledge areas of the course, although some 
have been completed independently in home learning. All longer units were 

completed in full in school. Students are or have previously been assessed on 
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what they have completed in full in order to gain data for evidence in the format 
of written exams using questions conveyed by the exam board. These include all 

assessment objectives outlined by the examination board. The quota of 
questions related to geographical skills linked to fieldwork has been dramatically 

reduced, due to the Covid-19 restrictions preventing fieldwork from taking place 
(although geographical skills assessed in other topics allows for some inclusion 
of this assessment objective, primarily AO3, in the assessed work). 

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 

needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, blind 
marked and 

moderated 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject 
common 

assessment/ 
Teacher 
assessment 

March 2021 
Assessment: Paper 

1 - Natural Hazards, 
Living World  
Paper 2 - Urban 

Issues, Changing 
Economic World 

(AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4 
all examined) 
 

May 2021 
Assessment: Natural 

Hazards, Living 
World, Urban Issues, 
Changing Economic 

World (AO1, AO2, 
AO3, AO4 all 

examined) 

November 2020 
Trial Exams: 

Questions taken 
from all topics 
across papers 1, 2 

and 3 (AO1, AO2, 
AO3, AO4 all 

examined) 

N/A January 2021 
Timed Mid Unit 

Assessment 
(Development 
Gap) 

 
February 2021 

Timed Mid Unit 
Assessment 
(Nigeria) 

 
2019-20 

Natural Hazards 
EoU test 
Urban 

Environments EoU 
test 

UK Landscapes 
EoU test 

 

 

 
Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 
attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

• Some reduction in the overall weighting of: 
o AO3- apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and 

evaluate geographical information and issues to make judgements. 
This is due to Covid-19 restrictions meaning students were unable 

to complete the fieldwork and issue evaluation sections of the GCSE 
course. 

o AO4- select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to 

investigate questions and issues and communicate findings. This is 
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due to Covid-19 restrictions meaning students were unable to 
complete the fieldwork section of the GCSE course. 

 
Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. Exam board released 
materials were used for the May Blind marked and moderated assessments.  

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 
course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 

undertake in preparation for the qualification. All NEA work has been marked by 
one member of staff and moderated by another. Therefore, marks have been 

agreed by two teachers.  Students have been ranked by result and then 
moderated levels awarded, by applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ. 

 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.  Teachers of 

individual students submit evidence and the school’s leaders award final grades. 

Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 

holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence., 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ. When not the most recent grades 

achieved are not representative of student performance, we will make a 
holistic/best fit judgement – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. more often 
than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it 

reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are 
performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across 

the evidence will be awarded. 

 

 

 

Subject: GCSE Religious Studies (Full Course) 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

Students have covered the entirety of the course; Component 1 (Philosophical 

Issues, including Issues of Relationships, Issues of Life and Death, Issues of 
Good and Evil and Issues of Human Rights), Component 2 (Christian Beliefs and 
Practices) and Component 3 (Buddhist Beliefs and Practices, which was largely 

completed remotely or independently during the lockdowns). Students have 
been tested in each of these units. 

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 

needs. 
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Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, 
blind marked 

and moderated 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject common 
assessment/ 

Teacher 
assessment 

March 2021 
Assessment: 
Component 1: 

Issues of 
Relationships, Good 

and Evil, Life and 
Death  
Component 2: 

Christianity - Full 
Paper 

 
May 2021 
Assessment: 

Component 1: 
Issues of 

Relationships, 
Issues of Good and 
Evil 

Trial exams Nov 
2020 
Component 1: 

Good and Evil, Life 
and Death, Human 

Rights  
Component 2: 
Christianity - Full 

Paper 
Component 3: 

Buddhism - Full 
Paper 

N/A Jan - Feb 2021 
Component 1: Life 
and Death 

Component 2: 
Christianity  

 
2019-20 
Component 1: 

Issues of 
relationships in-class 

timed assessment  
Component 3: 
Buddhism in-class 

timed assessment  
 

Component 1: 
practice question 
homework  

Component 1: 
Issues of Good and 

Evil test 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 

attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

All Assessment Objectives have been used in the assessment data. 

 
Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. Exam board released 

materials were used for the May Blind marked and moderated assessments.  

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. All NEA work has been marked by 
one member of staff and moderated by another. Therefore, marks have been 

agreed by two teachers.  Students have been ranked by result and then 
moderated levels awarded, by applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ. 

 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 
subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
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teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.  Teachers of 

individual students submit evidence and the school’s leaders award final grades. 

Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 

holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ  When not the most recent grades 

achieved are not representative of student performance, we will make a 
holistic/best fit judgement – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. more often 
than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it 

reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are 
performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across 

the evidence will be awarded. 

 

 

Subject: GCSE Religious Studies (Short Course) 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

Students have covered the entirety of the course; Component 1 (Philosophical 

Issues, including Issues of Relationships and Issues of Life and Death), 

Component 2 (Christian Beliefs) and Component 3 (Buddhist Beliefs, which was 

largely completed remotely or independently during the lockdowns). Students 

have been tested in each of these units. Reasonable adjustments have been 

made for students with disabilities or SEND needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, 

blind marked 
and moderated 

Invigilated 

assessments 

NEA (if 

appropriate) 

Subject common 

assessment/ 
Teacher 
assessment 

March 2021 
Assessment: 

Component 1: 
Issues of 
Relationships 

Component 2: 
Christianity - Full 

Paper 
 
May 2021 

Assessment: 
Component 1: 

Issues of Life and 
Death 

November 2020 
Trial Exams: 

Component 1: 
Issues of Life and 
Death 

Component 2: 
Christianity - Full 

Paper 
Component 3: 
Buddhism - Full 

Paper 

N/A Jan - Feb 2021 
In-class timed 

assessment 
(Component 1: Issues 
of Life and Death) 

 
2019-20 

Component 3: 
Buddhism in-class 
timed assessment 

(full paper)  
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Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 
attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

All Assessment Objectives included in the Specification have been 
attempted as part of the assessment data. 

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. Exam board released 
materials were used for the May Blind marked and moderated assessments.  

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification. All NEA work has been marked by 

one member of staff and moderated by another. Therefore, marks have been 
agreed by two teachers.  Students have been ranked by result and then 
moderated levels awarded. Consistent Grade Boundaries have been applied to 

moderated work those have been taken from the most recent examination series 
Autumn series 2020. 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 

subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 

with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.  Teachers of 
individual students submit evidence and the school’s leaders award final grades. 

Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 

of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 
holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ.  When not the most recent grades 

achieved are not representative of student performance, we will make a 
holistic/best fit judgement – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. more often 

than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it 
reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are 
performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across 

the evidence will be awarded. 

 

 

Subject: GCSE Psychology 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE psychology students have covered the whole of the specification content 

with the exception of approximately the final 20% of content within the final 
course unit, ‘psychological problems.  

For the current assessment’s students have been assessed on all completed 
course units covering both years of the GCSE course, as listed below. This 

comprises seven out of the eight course units (i.e., all except ‘psychological 
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problems’). Students have been assessed on work completed at different stages 
of the course in order to best reflect capability both before and after the remote 

teaching period and students have only been assessed on topics delivered and 
later also reviewed in lessons by class teachers: 

1. Research methods 

2. Language thought and communication. 
3. Brain and neuropsychology 

4. Social influence 
5. Perception 
6. Development 

7. Memory 

 

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 
needs. 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, 
blind marked 

and 
moderated 
assessments 

(2021) 

Invigilated 
assessments 

NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject common 
assessment/ 

Teacher assessment 

• Blind 

marked, 
invigilated 

and 

moderated 
Year 11 

assessment 
in March 

2021 (AO1, 
AO2 and 

AO3) 
 

 

• Blind 

marked, 
invigilated 

and 
moderated 

Year 11 

assessment 
in May 

2021 (AO1, 

• Year 11 trial 

examination 
in 

November 

2020 (AO1, 
AO2 and 

AO3) 

n/a for GCSE 
psychology 

• Yr10 Checkpoint Test 5 
- sat remotely w/b 

18/05/2020 but timed 
sections and closely 
monitored/controlled 

throughout for 
authenticity. 

AO1/AO2/AO3 all 
assessed.  Section A - 

Research methods (10 
short answer questions 
(SAQs)); Section B - 

Development (9 mark 
essay).   

  
• Yr10 Mid-year 

Assessment/Checkpoint 

Test 4 - sat in school 
under controlled lesson 

conditions w/b 
24/02/2020. 
AO1/AO2/AO3 all 

assessed. Included all 
topics to date: 52 short 

answer questions 
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AO2 and 
AO3) 

 

  

  

  

  

covering Section A - 
Memory; Section B - 

Perception; Section C - 
Research methods; 

Section D - 
Development.   
    

• Yr11 Checkpoint Test 2 
- sat remotely w/b 

25/01/2021 but timed 
and closely 
monitored/controlled 

throughout for 
authenticity. 

AO1/AO2/AO3 all 
assessed. Section A - 
Brain and 

neuropsychology (9 
mark essay); Section B 

- Language, thought 
and communication (6 

marks worth of SAQs); 
Section C - Research 
methods (design a 

study extended 
response question 

worth 6 marks). 

    

  

  

Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 

attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

All assessment objectives (AOs)have been assessed as all three (AO1/AO2/AO3) 

are integral to the GCSE psychology course from the outset. The AOs have been 
tested using a variety of the psychology GCSE command words and the full 
range of question types that would be found across the usual two GCSE 

examination papers.  

 

  

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. Exam board released 

materials have been used in the assessment grid above. 
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Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the types of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification and in most cases were taken from 

specimen and past exam papers. A selection of marked papers has been 
moderated by at least one other teacher - in some cases by two other teachers, 
for reliability purposes. Students were also ranked by result and then moderated 

levels awarded. Consistent Grade Descriptors as issued by JCQ have been applied 
to moderated work as part of the standardisation and moderation process. 

Consistent Grade Boundaries have been applied to moderated work and have been 
taken from the most recent examination series, namely Autumn 2020. Exemplar 
materials produced by the exam boards have been used as guidance on grade 

boundaries. 

Objectivity – final grades have been awarded by at least two members of staff in 
the subject area, in all cases the Subject Leader and a class teacher.  These grades 

have gone through a process of quality assurance and agreement with the Faculty 
Leader, SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO. Teachers of individual 

students have submitted evidence and the school’s leaders have awarded final 
grades. 

 

Awarding Final Grades 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 

holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ.  Staff will make an appropriate or 

reasonable exercise of academic judgement for each student.   When not the most 
recent grades achieved are not representative of student performance, we will 
make a holistic/best fit judgement – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. 

more often than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances 
make it reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which 

they are performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average 
grade across the evidence will be awarded. 

 

Subject: GCSE History 

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE history students have been taught the whole of the specification content in 
line with the changes that were made in September 2020, meaning 3 out of 4 

units have been covered. We chose to not teach section A of paper 2 following 
the September announcement. With regards to the written examinations all 
assessment objectives have been tested.  

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 

needs. 
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Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, 

blind 
marked and 
moderated 

(2021) 

Invigilated NEA (if 

appropriate) 
Subject common 

assessment/ 
Teacher assessment 

Year 11 tests 

in March 
2021 (Paper 

1: Section A 
& B 
AO1/2/3/4) 
 
Year 11 tests 

in May 2021 
(Paper 2: 

Section B 
AO1/2/4) 
 
 

  

Year 11 Trial 

Exams 
(November 

2020) (Paper 
1: Section A & 
B AO1/2/3/4; 

Paper 2: 
Section B 

AO1/2/4) 
 
March/May 
tests done in 
school but 

after the 
scheduled 

timetable and 
the work of 
students who 

completed 
work at home 

in isolation.  

n/a 
Working at grades calculated 

from common assessment 
tasks for the 3 topics: 
 
Paper 1 Section A common 

assessment tasks WA grade 
(Nov19) AO1/2/4 
 
Paper 1 Section B common 
assessment tasks WA grade 

(March 20) AO1/2/3 
 

Revision common 
assessment tasks WA grade 
(March 21) AO1/2/3/4 
 
(all listed here: 

https://docs.google.com/doc
ument/d/1oQIdgUeeSZDQ3zj

QtgTZR8avhN1WKpuwURwm
q00ER1I/edit?usp=sharing ) 

 
Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not been 

attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

All assessment objectives have been assessed. 

AO1: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and 
characteristics of the period studied. 

AO2: explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-

order historical concepts. 

AO3: analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make 
substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied. 

AO4: analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about 

interpretations (including how and why interpretations may differ) in the context 
of historical events studied.  

 
Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used.  Exam board released 
materials have been used in the assessment grid. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oQIdgUeeSZDQ3zjQtgTZR8avhN1WKpuwURwmq00ER1I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oQIdgUeeSZDQ3zjQtgTZR8avhN1WKpuwURwmq00ER1I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oQIdgUeeSZDQ3zjQtgTZR8avhN1WKpuwURwmq00ER1I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oQIdgUeeSZDQ3zjQtgTZR8avhN1WKpuwURwmq00ER1I/edit?usp=sharing
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Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 
as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 

course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 
undertake in preparation for the qualification and in most cases were taken from 

specimen and past exam papers. A selection of marked papers has been 
moderated by another teacher and in some cases by two teachers. Different 
teachers moderated others from the March to May assessments. Consistent Grade 

Boundaries have been applied to moderated work and have been taken from the 
most recent examination series Autumn series 2020. Exemplar materials produced 

by the exam boards have been used as guidance on grade boundaries. 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 
subject area and most often the Faculty Leader and a class teacher.  These grades 

go through a process of quality assurance and agreement with the SLT line 
manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.  Teachers of individual students 
submit evidence and the school’s leaders award final grades. 

 
Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 

holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ.  When the most recent grades achieved 

are not representative of student performance, we will make a holistic/best fit 
judgement  – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e., more often than not) will 
be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it reasonable that 

some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are performing.  For 
students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across the evidence 

will be awarded. 

 

Subject: Physical Education  

Rationale on Assessments used: 

GCSE Physical Education Students have covered all of the Paper 1 content and 
completed their written NEA coursework. Unfortunately, due to school closure 

students were unable to learn the Paper 2 content and develop their practical 
NEA. Students will therefore be assessed on the work they have completed and 

on their main sport only. This reflects the fact that students have not had the 
same time available to them due to school closure. With regards to assessments 
all AO’s have been tested.  

Reasonable adjustments have been made for students with disabilities or SEND 

needs. 

 

Assessment grades considered: 

Invigilated, 
blind marked 
and moderated 

Invigilated NEA (if 
appropriate) 

Subject common 
assessment/ 
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Teacher 

assessment 

 
Trial Exam (May 
2021) AO1, AO2, 
AO3 
Trial Exam 
(March 2021) 

AO1, AO2, AO3 
 
 

  

 
Trial Exam 
(November 
2020) AO1, 

AO2, AO3  

 
Moderated NEA 
Practical Marks 
AO4 
Moderated NEA 
Coursework 

Marks AO4 

 
Entry Tests at start 
of each HT AO1, 
AO2, AO3 
End of Topic Tests 
AO1, AO2, AO3 
Movement Analysis 
Oracy Task AO1, 

AO2 

 
Assessment Objectives included in the Specification which have not be 

attempted as part of the assessment data described above: 

All assessment objectives have been assessed. For the final invigilated written 
tests in March and May we have focused on Paper 1 content as these were the 

areas of the specification taught in school. 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin 
performance and involvement in physical activity and sport. 

AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin 

performance and involvement in physical activity and sport. 

AO3: Analyse and evaluate the factors that underpin performance and 
involvement in physical activity and sport. 

AO4: Demonstrate and apply relevant skills and techniques in physical activity 

and sport. Analyse and evaluate performance.  

 

 

Ensuring Fair Treatment 

A range of evidence from across the course has been used. Exam board released 
materials were used for the May blind marked and moderated assessments.  

Blind marking has been employed in the assessments in March and May as well 

as rigorous moderation processes.  These assessments and those throughout the 
course reflect the sorts of questions and tasks that students would normally 

undertake in preparation for the qualification. All NEA coursework has been 
marked by one member of staff and moderated by another. A selection of NEA 
coursework has been moderated by several other similar schools. Therefore, 

marks have been agreed by at least two teachers. Students have been ranked by 
result and then moderated levels awarded, by applying the Grade Descriptors from 

JCQ. 

 

Objectivity – final grades are awarded by at least two members of staff in the 
subject area and most often the Subject/Faculty Leader and a class 
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teacher.  These grades go through a process of quality assurance and agreement 
with the SLT line manager, Headteacher and ultimately CEO.   

External moderation has been carried out in partnership with two local grammar 

schools and an upper school.  

Awarding final Grade 

The grade that a student achieved most recently is likely to be more representative 
of student performance, although there may be exceptions.  We will make a 

holistic judgement for each student and their performance on a range of evidence, 
applying the Grade Descriptors from JCQ.  When not the most recent grades 

achieved are not representative of student performance, we will make a 
holistic/best fit judgement – the grade achieved most consistently (i.e. more often 
than not) will be awarded unless the student’s personal circumstances make it 

reasonable that some assessments better reflect the standard at which they are 
performing.  For students whose evidence is inconsistent the average grade across 

the evidence will be awarded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


