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Art Successes!
A-Level Art Exhibition.
Ten talented Year 13 students showcased their artwork in an exhibition in June. Many
staff, students and parents had the chance to view the artwork, from sketchbooks to
large scale final outcomes, which had been developed over the two year course.
Feedback from the event was fantastic, with many saying the work was inspiring,
skilful and inventive.

GCSE Art Exhibition
The GCSE art exhibition was held in May. Our art students created a
display of coursework and a board of exam work. As I am sure those
who viewed the exhibition will agree, much of the artwork was
beyond GCSE level and we are lucky to have so many talented
students at Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School! Members of staff are
already asking to have the work displayed in their offices around
school! All students involved should feel extremely proud of their
hard work.
‘Dog’ by Calvin, 11H has been selected for The Royal Academy’s
online exhibition of the ‘Young Artist Summer Show’. This is an
enormous achievement. The piece was selected from over 6,200
submissions from students across the
country.
Miss Badger, Subject Leader for Art

Headteacher’s

Update
As you can see from this summative ‘Footnotes’, it has been
another challenging, exciting and affirming summer term at Sir
Henry Floyd Grammar School. Highlights for me have been
numerous. I was very impressed by the conduct of Year 11 and
Year 13 in preparation for their formal examinations, and the
way in which they rose to the challenge of their linear courses
and those all-important ‘final’ exams. Real role models!
Speaking of which, the new SSLT have hit the ground running.
They have an extensive and thoughtful action plan for the year,
which I really enjoyed working on, with them.They have already
had success in making changes to the 6th form dress code and
influencing imminent changes to the effort code system.Their
support at the summer Open Evening and the Celebration of
Achievement was crucial to the success of both events.
The events at the end of this term have been nothing short of
astounding.The whole school memorial for Mr Roberts was
testament to the affection and respect held for him by the
student body but their fundraising for the Race for Life which
followed was beyond all expectations. As a community not only
did we all run (or walk) together but we raised over £7000.
The atmosphere really summed up this school; one of
camaraderie and community spirit. Mobilising the whole school
also happened for the Celebration of Achievement which was
again a chance to celebrate everything that is great about the

school, in: academics, effort and community mindedness.The
talent displayed that evening at the Summer Concert was
astounding. A real moment of awe for me, in the realisation that
I have the honour of being the headteacher of a school of this
calibre.
Of course it wouldn’t be possible without the support of
parents and their key representatives on the Parents’ Society.
This year their fundraising has enabled the following spending on
both whole school and subject specific projects:
• £15,000 towards our canteen refurbishment
• £8,000+ for improving IT facilities for
disadvantaged students
• £3,000+ for ‘finishing touches’ to science labs
• £1,600+ for Electrophorisis equipment for
Biology
• £1,500+ so Maths can subscribe to Manga High
School & Zizag testing
• £600+ for Physics - x5 V-hub charging trays
• £500+ for Chemist - x30 Molymod kits
• £600+ for x15 microscope graticules
Thank you all, parents, students, staff and governors for the
contribution you’ve made this year.
Ms J Cochrane, Headteacher

Drama
Update
It has been a wonderfully exciting
atmosphere in the drama
department throughout the summer
term. We are incredibly proud of our
GCSE and A-Level students who
produced a stunning array of highly
sophisticated original work and
moving performances of well-known
scripts during a series of nerve
wracking live exams. It comes as no
surprise that our students maintained
a very high level of focus and energy
in front of a visiting examiner and did
their very best on the day. Well done
to all involved!
It was my absolute pleasure to reassemble
the cast and crew from our autumn
production of `Oliver’ for a rendition of
‘Food, Glorious Food’ in the summer
concert. It always strikes me that over 20
performers in our production were still in
their first term at the school, having joined
Year 7 in September and I was delighted that
so many of those students were able to
perform again at the incredible Waterside
Theatre.
This year we will be providing even more
opportunities for our students by splitting
the annual school production into two plays.
In the autumn term, our senior students will
present an immersive production of Arthur
Miller’s ‘The Crucible’, which will be staged
‘in-the-round’ with audience members
sitting on all four sides of the auditorium.
This will pave the way for our younger
students to take leading roles in a junior
production, which will take place during the
summer term. In addition, next year will also
see the return of the National Theatre
Connections project during the spring term,
building upon the incredible successes
achieved this year by Mrs Wooller and the
company of ‘Chaos’. It will certainly be a
busy and exciting year. I do hope you will be
able to join us!
Mr Langley - Subject Leader for Drama

Dates for the diary
Senior Production: ‘The Crucible’
4th, 5th, 6th December 2019
National Theatre Connections: Spring term
Junior Production: Summer term

Performing Arts Update
We have had another extremely busy year in the Performing Arts
Department with numerous exciting performances.The year began with the
school production of Oliver! where the 100-piece cast and crew, and full
orchestra delivered their fun-filled rendition of the musical.This was followed
by our first ever Piano Recital evening, Band Night and Late Night Music
events in the music department; the drama department took part in this
year’s National Theatre Connections Project performing new writing Chaos;
and, the dance department competed in the Dame Darcey Bussell DDMIX,
and won the Rock Challenge Southern Premier Finals with their piece
‘Escape From Alcatraz’, which opened the second half of the Summer
Concert.
The Summer Concert was an opportunity for
400 students to come together as
musicians, dancers, actors and technicians
to celebrate these successes and showcase
their talents. The evening opened with over
200 Year 7s and 8s performing the pop/
rock song Brand New, accompanied by the
House Band. This was followed by the Senior
Choir’s moving acapella version of
Coldplay’s Fix You. We witnessed a number
of sixth form students take solo slots
performing challenging repertoire such as
Mozart’s Flute Concerto performed by Ben,
Le Cygne performed by Beth on oboe
accompanied by Ho-Ting on piano, Amber
took the lead violin solo in the Senior
Orchestra’s version of the ghostly Danse
Macabre, and the A-Level music classes
performed their rendition of the
contemporary jazz fusion Lady Day. One of
the evening’s highlights was the exceptional
virtuosic classical guitarist Dane who
performed the unfamiliar piece Felicity by
Sungha Jung. The music department also
showcased its vocal talent through its many
choirs from the newly established Show
Choir, Macapella, Lower School Choir and

the Acabellas, and its much louder
instrumental arrangements by Jazz Band and
Concert Band.
All three PA disciplines were brought
together for a final toe-tapping version of
Food, Glorious Food from Oliver! and the
music and dance departments collaborated
on contemporary and popular works. The
A-Level dancers performed their
contemporary piece to Near Light performed
by the newly formed Insignis Sextet, the
rather energetic Commercial Dance group
flung themselves around the stage to the
vocals of Lizzie Pearce and the House Band
performing Sucker. Year 7 filled the stage
with their colourful costumes performing
Can’t Stop the Feeling which they had learnt
in class, and the Starlight Dancers performed
Falling Like the Stars, a beautiful piece
choreographed by Lyall, and sung by Jack,
Taylor and Callum. The evening was certainly
a success and we all look forward to what the
next academic year holds in store.
Miss Bahra, Subject
Leader for Music & Head of Careers

Summer
Concert
The 9th of July marked Sir Henry Floyd’s annual Summer
Concert – a performance filled with music, dance and the
celebration of events that had happened throughout the
year. This followed on from the Celebration of Achievement
in the afternoon, which highlighted even more of the school’s
accomplishments in individual years, subjects, and also in
events such as sports day. As amazing as the Celebration of
Achievement was, the Summer Concert proved to be an event that brought
everyone together to celebrate the school’s success. The finale, where every
member of the Summer Concert was on stage, showcased just how united
the school is on working hard to achieve success. There were so many
talented and creative individuals who were involved in the Summer Concert.
I was lucky enough to introduce the Lower School Choir, who had
collaborated together to create a beautiful medley of Queen’s hits. The
Summer Concert really was a moment of immense pride for the school and

Rock Challenge Winners 2019!
Our Rock Challenge Team won the Southern
Premier Final in Portsmouth on a Saturday in
April. As national finals only run once every
three years, this is as far as we can go this
year. What an achievement for the staff and
students involved! Just to give you an idea
of the mammoth task that winning Rock
Challenge is – allow me to give you some
details.
Preparation begins with 150 students
auditioning to be part of either the tech or
dance squads, in October. This year the
company was made up of 100 students in
total. Then comes the devising of the dance
which is led by student ambassadors and
facilitated by our dance staff – overseen by
the watchful eye of Mrs Durose who has
keenly worked to understand the standard
required to win such a prestigious
competition.
Weekly rehearsals (including weekends)
follow, and a showcase of our
devised piece takes place in
February at The Wycombe Swan
Theatre; it is at this event that
other schools compete. We no
longer compete at local level, as
we are classed as a ‘Premier’
level school.
Tweaks of the performance are
then put in place in preparation
for our competition against 8
other ‘Premier Schools’. Then
the considerable set – this year
featuring mobile prison cells
and a San Francisco skyline; the
student company and 7 staff
set off for Portsmouth –
returning jubilant but after 1am
on Saturday. The awards of

was a great opportunity to showcase some of the Floyd’s amazing successes
throughout the year. The winners of the Southern Premiership of Rock
Challenge reprised their moving performance of ‘Escape from Alcatraz’ and
for many in the Sixth Form music group, they performed for the last time
with the school after up to seven years of being involved in the school’s
performances. Despite the sadness of losing the year 13 students as they go
off on a variety of exciting pathways, the Summer Concert remained a
celebration filled with joy, pride and fun – three things that embody the
motto of Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School which is to ‘Inspire, challenge and
achieve’.
Holly, 6A2

excellence accumulated by the performance
were: soundtrack, choreography, performance
skill, drama, set design, stage use, costume,
concept, lighting, stage crew, entertainment,
student leadership. The company also won
the ‘Performers’ Choice’ award voted by the
other schools in the competition. What
accolades!
I’d like to take this opportunity on your behalf
to congratulate and thank the students and
particularly the staff who have given so much
time to this extra-curricular triumph! Well
done to all.
Ms J Cochrane, Headteacher

World Challenge

Nepal

I think it’s safe to say that after
having spent four weeks travelling,
trekking and traversing through
the extraordinary mountainous
terrain of Nepal, alongside a
home-away-from-home family of
18 others, it’s an experience (and
a half) that I’ll never forget.

Just moments after setting foot off the plane
and we were launched in - headfirst - into
the chaotic, bustling streets of Kathmandu
which were alive with colourful narrow
buildings, growling motorbike engines,
sizzling street food and lazy sleeping street
dogs. It was a surrounding that initially felt
so alien to all of us: England’s neatly
signposted and clear road system was
nowhere to be seen, so crossing the road and driving - was a free-for-all. Every
normal aspect of our day-to-day lives was
about to change for the month (including
the luxury of sitting on a toilet) and although
some of us were apprehensive, perhaps
even a little bit scared; the excitement of
what our time in Nepal would bring
continued to fuel our confidence to explore,
create and push our boundaries throughout
the trip.
For me, the highlight of the trip was the
eleven-day trek - which if you’d told me I
was doing before World Challenge, I would
have just laughed. We survived finding
leeches in possibly every nook and cranny of
our bodies, literally enduring blood, sweat
and tears. We made a bold fashion
statement in our brightly coloured anklelength ponchos trekking through the
pouring rain, rationing a packet of Haribos
and having a group singing session to get us
through when it got tough. We travelled in a
team of nearly forty people, including our
trek guides and porters, who we genuinely
could not have lived without. They cooked
us fantastic hot food every day (lots of
carbs!), played cards with us in the evening,
dug our deluxe toilet holes, and even set up
our tents in the rain so that we didn’t have
to get wet...more wet than we already were...
Reaching the peak - Tsho Rolpa Lake which stood 4580m high, was a very proud
moment for the team, and being given a
Mars bar at the top really was the icing on
the cake. On the way back down, realisation
really hit just how far we’d walked, and just

how steep some of the hills we climbed
were. It was a fantastic sense of
achievement.
Our six-day project took place at a School,
which went from kindergarten to grade
twelve. We got stuck in straight away,
initially levelling, using pickaxes and
shovels, before helping to pave with
concrete slabs creating a basketball court
and some flat playing ground. Our human
chain of passing bricks proved very effective
and we arrived home with no broken toes!
We also painted a newly built building in
yellow paint, where more paint may have
been spilt than made it onto the walls, but
A* for effort! It was fulfilling to see the
transformation in just under a week - we, as
a team, helped to make a difference there.
During our time at the school we also took a
Nepali dance class, led by some of the
students, and it’s safe to say that none of us
will be on Strictly Come Dancing any time
soon. With that said, the spirit was definitely
there, and we all had a great time, enjoying
what is such a big part of their culture.
We had time in between our trek and project
to enjoy a few days of relaxation, some of
which we chose to spend white water rafting
(perhaps not so relaxing) which we all
enjoyed, although the trip down the rapids
of the Trisuli River weren’t without a few of
us falling in, and some interesting tan lines
after spending the afternoon in sandals and
wetsuits.
Our journey in Nepal has been amazing. We
all embarked on things we never thought we
would, learning new skills, and meeting new
people. We became more independent yet
learned how to live alongside a large group
of people. We tried new foods, lived in a
different climate and pushed our
boundaries. It was a once in a lifetime
opportunity.
Emily Nurse Group 1

My Work Experience Report
Sharp Neuropharmacology Lab
It has been a wonderful experience spending
time at the University Department of
Pharmacology, Oxford - not only for the
immensely interesting research occurring,
but also being part of an environment where
everyone strives for new understanding day
in, day out - often with no obvious goal in
sight. This ethos differs vastly from those
I’ve witnessed before - where tasks are
completed and praise given; here, you work
for nothing but knowledge.

I have experienced science on a higher level
than ever before - using the newest tools
and techniques to perform ground breaking
research unimaginable at school.
Neuroscience had formerly been a
somewhat illusive interest of mine - since
A-Levels barely cover it - and stay far from
any practical applications. But thanks to this
week, I have been able to greatly broaden
my understanding, and even have a
hands-on role in this captivating field.

This has been a great revelation into the life
of a research scientist - giving me a deep
insight into what it would be like to work in
research. I think this easily proves my time
was successfully used.

I especially enjoyed taking part in the live
recording of neuronal firing in a mouse, as
it moved around and ate different types of
food - it was amazing to see potentials
monitored by tetrodes, as a direct result of a

https://pharm.ox.ac.uk/research/sharp-group-neuropsychopharmacology-research

brain working and processing information.
This was a brilliant link to the prior reading I
had done - understanding how these voltages
are generated and used to send signals within
neurons. Such an activity was the first time
I’ve seen concrete evidence for the inner
electrical workings of the brain, and a brilliant
thing it was to demonstrate practically what I
had learned in theory - an opportunity that
unfortunately arises rarely in school.
Jack, 6W1

Medicine
Enrichment Year 12
In June, taking a break from exams, ten aspiring medics took up the amazing
opportunity to attend the Medics Open Afternoon at Magdalen College
School, Oxford. The purpose of this event was to provide an insight into the
variety of careers that a medical degree can lead to and give help and advice
on the application process, including aptitude tests, personal statements and
multiple mini interviews.

Multiple Mini Interview practice can you identify the organs?

The opening talk was by a consultant
gynecologist – he shared the unparalleled
opportunity and privilege he has
experienced in his medical career. This was
followed by several talks from current
medical school students from different
universities, including Cambridge and
Nottingham. We learnt a great deal about
what it is like to study medicine at university
and how to pick the right medical school for

you. It was also emphasised that, in the end,
it does not matter where you train as
everyone ends up as a qualified doctor; we
should apply to places that suit us best.
Next, a representative from Cochrane UK
spoke to us about the importance of
evidence based medicine. This organisation
systematically collates information about
medical trials to draw conclusions about the
efficacy and safety of medical treatments.
What we learnt from their talk will be very
useful for interviews and personal
statements.
The most rewarding part of the trip to
Magdalen was the opportunity to improve
our MMI technique. These are multiple mini
interviews and many medical schools now
use these as an alternative to panel
interviews. During the MMIs our
understanding of medical ethics and our
communication and practical skills were
assessed. It was great to get immediate
feedback from medical students and
teachers there who acted as interviewers.

Should you dissuade a person with terminal
illness from seeking euthanasia?

One of the biggest challenges when
applying is sitting the BMAT/UKCAT tests
and we received valuable guidance on how
to prepare for these tests. We were also

Could you explain how to tie a shoe lace
without using your hands?

shown how to find essential on-line resources
and given advice on how to practise and
revise.
To conclude the event, there was an
extremely thought provoking talk by a
consultant pediatric neurosurgeon who
discussed his personal journey in medicine
including the high and the low points of his
career. We were able to watch videos of his
pioneering surgery and this really
strengthened our desire to study medicine.
The whole day was an excellent experience
that will definitely help with our applications
to medicine.
Rachel, 6A2

Year 7
Bush Craft
Year 7 spent the final three days of
the summer term in a woodland
near Blenheim, Oxfordshire honing
their survival skills! Mrs Adkins, Head
of Year, had carefully organised the
year group into ‘tribes’ in different
‘camps’ so that the students could
benefit from working with new
friends and help integrate the year
group as a whole.

For many it was their first experience of
living in the outdoors and many arrived with
some trepidation, clutching their sleeping
bags and waterproofs. They need not have
worried as they were soon welcomed by
their tribe leaders who enthusiastically
introduced them to camp life.
Here is what Year 7 thought about their
Bushcraft experience. The best things were:• Making camps and sleeping in a tent with
my friends.
• We spent most of our time round the fire
and it was good because it was warm and
dry.
• The food was amazing, especially the
clay-baked pizzas and fajitas.
• The instructors were funny, but serious
when they needed to be.
• Being taught new skills to help us in the
wild, make new friends.
• We all got quite muddy and wet but it was
a lot of fun, especially making tribe chants
and dances.
• It was really good making our own
tarpaulin shelters (and for some of us
sleeping in them).

• We learnt a lot about surviving in the wild
and things like first aid.
• Preparing rabbits to cook was interesting
because you got to know what was really
inside an animal (as opposed to looking in a
text book). It was great being able to use
the sharp knife to skin it ourselves.
• Overall, although some things were
slightly gross and by the end we really
needed a shower - it was a fun and exciting
experience.
• I learnt tonnes of new things that I
honestly never thought I would need. It
actually shocks me as to the gap in
knowledge I would have in survival if it
weren’t for Bushcraft. The things we were
taught just cannot be taught in a classroom
- they were all opportunities we may never
have again.
Thank you to all the staff who also camped
out and even acted as casualties (complete
with fake blood) for the first aid scenario a
light aircraft crash in the woods. The
students were brilliant and make it such an
enjoyable residential.
Mrs Williams, Teacher of Biology

Our Trip to St Albans Abbey
person would want to convey through a
carving of themselves (and sometimes
animals) made of brass. We put paper over a
brass rubbing and traced over it with special
utensils and this allowed us to add some
gold, silver or bronze colours to our picture.

Instead of
participating in a
residential trip,
both Year 7 and 8
were provided the
opportunity to
visit St Albans
Abbey where we
learnt about the
life of the
monasteries
around the time of King Henry VIII. This trip
was not only informative but also allowed us
to gaze in awe at the beautiful
craftsmanship that surrounded us.
The day started by learning about brass
rubbings which was quite like a medieval
will and it symbolised a message that a rich

Afterwards, we learnt about the Dissolution
of the Monasteries and this was where King
Henry VIII got rid of some churches (one
being St Albans) so he could take the large
amount of money the church received and
use it himself. Around that time, churches
had a large amount of money used for
clothes for priests or gold candle stands and
so on. We learnt about the activities of
usual monks at the time and how they
handled the Dissolution of the Monasteries
which resulted in losing their position
as a monk.
One of my most enjoyable part of the
day was when we wore costumes of
people significant to the monastery.
Each of us were given costumes of
monks to give us an idea of what they
wore and Toby in our group played an
Abbot (who is a man in charge of the
monks) who wore a rich purple robe with
a hat. At the time of Henry VIII, the monks
suspected the Abbot and kicked him out
of the monastery and then selected a new
Abbot (which I then played the role of) until
the Civil Servants (played by Samah and

Ishaal) demanded the monastery to be shut
down resulting in the loss of my role as an
Abbot.
Overall, we enjoyed the trip to St Albans
Abbey as it provided us with interesting
knowledge of Medieval monasteries and how
it changed due to the Dissolution of the
Monasteries. Also, a great big thanks to Miss
Patchett who ran the trip and made it a
fantastic experience for us all.
Telma, 8A

Duke of Edinburgh at
More than 200 SHFGS students are currently
enrolled onto our Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award. This shows our students’
commitment and desire to stretch
themselves even further in preparing for life
beyond the academic world. With many
transferable skills being learnt, for example,
team building, working together and
problem solving skills - much sought after
by today’s employers, this activity certainly is
of great benefit to our young people. Fifty six
Year 10 students participated in our DofE
Bronze Award Practice Expedition, organised
by Zest-For-Adventure, in July. They
implemented the training they had received
in first aid, navigational skills, team working,
outdoor cooking, tent pitching by walking
over 16km in the beautiful Chiltern
countryside. They will go on to complete
their two day Qualifying Expedition in
September 2019. This along with completion
of the other three DofE sections,
volunteering, physical and skills will gain
them the Bronze certificate and hopefully
encourage them to embrace the challenge of
the Silver and Gold Awards in subsequent
years.

Our eleven Gold Award Duke of Edinburgh
students have just completed their Qualifying
Expedition in July 2019 by spending four
nights and five days in the Dark Peak District
camping and walking over 20 km each day.
The first day and night were spent on an
acclimatisation walk then off for the real
thing - solitude and independence for four
days. They were extremely resilient in their
task, especially as the weather was
exceptionally wet for this time of year
allowing the naturally boggy nature of the
terrain to be at its best! However, we were
lucky enough to get other more hospitable
days and throughout, the Gold teams were
encouraging each other, laughing and
constantly in good humour - commented on
by other walkers in the area and observed by
supporting staff members. I was also very
touched by the way other campsite users
commented on how polite and considerate
our young group of students were. One
member of the public remarked that when
they saw eleven teenagers setting up camp
next to them, they were contemplating the
worst, telling me in the morning how wrong
they were and what a joy it was to behold our
teams chatting merrily in a circle, laughing
and playing cards.
All Gold participants should be extremely
proud of not only completing this endurance
test, but in the exemplary way they
conducted themselves for the duration of the
expeditions. Many congratulations to all! A
few comments from students below I have thoroughly enjoyed Gold DofE, the
scenery in the Dark Peak District was so
stunning and pretty. Many of our days
started by climbing the mountain alongside a
river surrounded by green ferns looking back
down into the valley at a breathtaking view.
Some of our routes took us across bogs
where we had to navigate carefully to avoid
getting lost and also jump across boggy
rivers. Overall, I have met amazing people
and had a wonderful experience.
Lucy, 6W1
D of E was an amazing experience and I
would highly recommend anyone to do it.
Despite the rain, the views were incredible,
and the expedition was so much fun. The
people I spent the week with were so lovely,
and we received lots of support from the
teachers and our assessor Steve. I have not

SHFGS

only learnt how to pitch a tent and cook with
a Trangia, but how to play Irish snap, dry my
boots with a hairdryer, and how to herd
sheep! Despite several incidents (such as
team members falling in rivers and bogs),
the Dark Peak District was a pleasure to
walk through, and I am very grateful for the
opportunity. Freya, 6H2
I would like to thank David Goss, Director of
Zest-for-Adventure, for organising all of our
expedition, Alison Richards our DofE
Co-ordinator and all members of SHFGS staff
who have supported DofE in school and on
expeditions over the past year.
Should you wish to find out more about
Duke of Edinburgh at SHFGS, our Parent and
Students information evening will be on
Tuesday 24 September 2019. Students can
commence the Bronze award in Year 9 or
Year 10, Silver Award in Year 11 and Gold
Award in Year 12. I look forward to meeting
you.
Mrs Cole
Duke of Edinburgh Centre Manager

Year 10 Enrichment Week - Careers
As part of enrichment week year 10 students
began to think about their future options.
They attended a university visit to either St.
John’s College, University of Oxford, or, the
University of Birmingham. Students attended
lectures on whether university is the right
option for them, learnt the facts and figures
about UK universities, had Q&A sessions
with student ambassadors, experienced a
campus tour and museum visit. Later in the
week the students were provided with a
one-to-one careers interview to discuss
A-Level options, study routes, possible
careers, Morrisby profiles, and current
working at levels.

The programme has been designed to
encourage our students to consider the
above options prior to their A-Level course
selection mid-way through year 11, and to
highlight the wealth of opportunities
available to them. Along with the rest of the
school (parents are invited too), I hope that
year 10 continue these conversations with
universities, employers and apprenticeship
providers at our upcoming Careers Fair on
Thursday 26th September 2019.
Miss Bahra, Subject Leader for Music &
Head of Careers

We The Curious Museum Trip!
I enjoyed this trip very much. It was all very
exciting, and so much better than I would
have expected. It felt good that I was away
from a more serious school environment
and that I could have more fun exploring the
museum and watching the shows with my
friends rather than being sat behind a desk.
I found it really relaxing and it wasn’t hard
to find my way around the place. It is a
wonderful experience for anyone who wants
to learn in a more interesting way; I learnt so
much from it!
Sophie 7.4
Extraordinarily fun day as the exhibitions are
each like a separate experiment with
explanations on what is going on. The
planetarium in my opinion is the best part as

you get to learn all about the movement of
the stars, satellites and learn about some of
the planets. Overall I had a fun day at We the
curious.
Joseph 7.4
This was a really fun outing and educational
at the same time. The staff were very helpful
and I enjoyed the day immensely.
My favourite part of the day was the 3D
Planetarium. I learnt about the constellations
and the planets and how different they
would be in a million years. I learnt that you
can see different constellations in the sky at
different times of the year. Furthermore, I
discovered new constellations I had no idea
existed. In addition to this, I found searching

for the zodiac signs in the sky interesting
and learning that Venus was mistaken for a
very bright star when it was first seen by
humans.
Overall, the trip was a great day out and I
think all schools should do similar trips as it
helps reinforce our knowledge in a way that
is both productive and interesting.
Isabel 7.4
I really enjoyed the Bristol trip to We the
Curious as it was a fun experience with lots
of hands-on activities and experiments. I
haven’t been to something like that where it
lets you interact with everything so much. I
also enjoyed visiting the planetarium and
learning about all the different formations of
the stars. I also liked the slanted house
experience and how real it felt when you
walked in. I would definitely recommend the
trip to family members and friends between
6-12 years of age. Thank you very much for
taking us on the trip.
Lucie 7.4
Our trip to Bristol was extremely fun and did
not fail to be educational. As we were all
excited, the journey seemed to go past in
seconds and before we knew it, we were
there, at the magnificent We the Curious
museum. The launch-it show was really
great and all about space. We learnt loads
and overall it was a great experience. The
(3D!) planetarium was mesmerising and was
my favourite part of the whole trip. We saw
constellations, planets and satellites, all
guided by an enthusiastic member of staff at
the museum. After all of that, and a lunch
break, it was time to go home. We had had
an excellent day out!
Thomas 7.4

Carnegie Shadowing Event 2019
I would like to thank all the students and
members of staff for participating in the
Carnegie Shadowing Event 2019 which
culminated in our attendance at the Carnegie
Discussion Morning at Pipers Corner School
on Wednesday 5th June. We were tasked to
read at least six of the eight shortlisted
Carnegie books in as many weeks and be
prepared to voice our opinions on their
suitability to a very mixed gathering of

students from other schools ranging from
Years 7-12. The majority of our students
read all eight titles and so were very well
prepared for battle (in some cases) eagerly
waiting to persuade others that their choice
of the winning book was of course the
correct one! Mixed with students from other
schools, our students behaved impeccably
and I was very pleased to have comments
made by staff members from other schools,

about how impressed they were with our
students’ conduct, knowledge of the titles,
ability to debate and persuasive techniques
shown in the smaller discussion groups.
Reading is such an important part of life I
hope they continue to read as
enthusiastically for ever! Until next year!

In June, I went to Piper’s Corner school with
nine other students for the Carnegie
Discussion Morning. We arrived at our
library in the morning, ready to get on the
mini bus and travel to Piper’s Corner School.
Mrs Cole driving, Mrs Chapman and Mrs
Sibley accompanying. Once we got there, we
waited in the café for all the other schools to
arrive and then went upstairs.

opinions about all the different books and I
enjoyed talking about them and deciding
which was best. My favourite book was “A
Skinful of Shadows” and so when we voted, I
chose that. We then had a break where we
could chat, eat cookies and drink the
refreshments.

were announced and we found out that the
book with the most votes was “The Poet X”
by Elizabeth Acevedo. Soon after, we
returned to school in the minibus, all having
enjoyed a great day!

An assistant librarian from the school gave a
brief talk and then we split into groups to
discuss the books. My group had mixed

Next, we split into teams and did a quiz
about the books and their authors which was
very fun. Whilst they were being marked we
watched a presentation about the Bucks
Books award. Following this, the scores

Mrs Cole, Librarian

My favourite part was the discussion
because I met new people and had a great
time. Overall, I really enjoyed myself and
would definitely go again if given the
chance.
Hannah 7S

The SHFGS PE
Department is
Looking Ahead...
Strength and Conditioning Suite New PE Curriculum
and Assessment
The new Strength and Conditioning (S&C)
Suite will be up and running in September,
and in time, will be integrated into both the
PE and Games programmes. The main
purpose of the facility is to educate the
students on ways in which they can build
‘functional’ strength and the benefits
include:
Improving overall fitness and sports
performance
Increasing lean muscle mass

The new PE curriculum will come into effect
as of September, where students will be
taught in 5 week blocks in a single sport.
This will ensure consistency and positively
improve the students’ learning process. Each
lesson will follow the new LPC model (Learn,
Perform, Compete) with the 5th lesson
becoming an assessment, where students
will learn the level at which they are
performing and the areas they may need to
improve.

Burning more calories

Games Afternoons

Making bones stronger

September will see the launch of the games
programme in Years 7-9, with the Year 7
games afternoon on a Friday period 5, Year

Improving mental health and self-esteem

Sir Henry Floyd
Grammar School
Students Raise
Over £8,000 For
Cancer Charity!
On Friday 12th July, 900 students and staff
took part in their first ever Schools Race for
Life, in memory of a much loved and well
respected teacher, Mr Darren Roberts.
Everyone was given the opportunity to walk,
jog or run the 5km course with some of the
Sixth form students choosing to wear fancy
dress to complete their ‘race’ in.
Fantastic commentary by teaching staff and
students as well as medals handed out by
Aylesbury’s very own Relay for Life team
contributed to an emotional day which has
culminated in the school raising just over
£8,000 for Cancer Research UK.

8 games afternoon on a Thursday period 5
and the Year 9 games afternoon on a
Tuesday period 5. During these afternoons
the sports squads will be accessing high
quality training from sports specialists whilst
non-squad players will access the
participation carousel adding depth and
breadth to the sports learnt in the PE
curriculum.

SHFGS Sports Clubs
The extra-curricular sports programme will
continue to grow with the addition of boys
and girls futsal clubs, a table tennis club and
a trampolining club to add to the successful
cross-country club, yoga club, tennis club
and fencing club. (Details of these will be
sent out early in September).
Mr Boult, Director of Sports

Where Are
They Now?
Nadia, 2015 Year 13 Leaver
I went to study Marine Biology at Plymouth
University, partly inspired by my EPQ
supervisor’s guidance during my project
about the ‘crown of thorn starfish’. My
choice was confirmed when diving for the
first time in a marine park in Tanzania; I was
inspired to fund a volunteering experience
in my summer before starting university
after ‘Frontier’ came to give a talk to the
sixth form. Three bachelor years and a
placement year later, I completed my degree
this summer and what an experience it has
been. University has completely opened my
eyes to the marine world, to human
pressures impacting fragile ecosystems, to
taxonomy and I was even fortunate to
become certified as a commercial diver. In
addition to volunteering with citizen science

projects, assisting with laboratory work and
participating in scientific diving surveys, I
also completed three professional
internships: The Marine Biology Association
in Plymouth (2 months), the Marine
Mammals Research Centre in Montenegro (6
months) and Roscoff Biology Station in
France (4 months). Accumulation of all these
experiences has helped me shape my future
goals and I have recently been accepted for
two interviews (as a Marine Assistant and a
Marine Biologist) with the British Antarctic
Survey.

Reminiscing about my time at school I am
grateful for the many opportunities I have
been given. Moving from my secondary to
Sir Henry Floyd was one of the best things I
could have done. Sixth Form was already a
big step but university is something else; I
think it’s really important to encourage as
many young people to go out there and find
a passion in studying. Thank you to all the
staff for what they have done and continue
to do for their students.
Nadia – Former Student

Oxfordshire
Debating
Matters
Competition

Congratulations to Mrs Farmborough and the senior debating
team who not only competed admirably but won the
Oxfordshire Debating Matters Competition which I mentioned
in my bulletin last week: we are the champions! The team of
sixth formers won through three debates to reach the final in
the Oxford Union Debating Chamber. Two of our Year 12 girls
then brought home the trophy for the team in a gruelling final
debate, lasting 1hr and 20mins with questioning from the
judges’ panel, the 300-strong audience and the opposition.
They debated with passion and an impressive depth of
knowledge on the motion, ‘Populism is a threat to democracy’.
In addition, one of the team was awarded Individual Special
Mention Award and another was awarded Second Best
Individual. This quotation from Mrs Farmborough sums it up: ‘I
have to say they were terrifyingly good; exhausting just
watching.’ Well done to all who represented us. The trophy is
taking pride of place in our reception!
Ms Cochrane, Headteacher

Parents’ Society News
It’s always fantastic to start a
new school year with shiny new
Year 7s and some very good
news…we smashed our
fund-raising target for 20182019, raising over £13,000!! so
thank you to everyone who
supported our events and
initiatives. Together with
previous years, monies, we are
providing funding of £16,167...
more news on what we have
spent it on further down in this
article!
The summer term started with
the PA department’s Late Night
Music evening during which the
Parents’ Society ran a licensed
bar. The event as a whole raised
over £1000 for the music
department so we were very
pleased to have contributed to
that.
The year was rounded off by the
Years 7 and 8 Disco - a balmy
evening of socialising, dancing
and munching everything for
sale in our tuck shop and
another £600 raised. Thanks go
to Mr Scroggs who was DJ for us,
ably assisted by a number of
budding DJs from year 7!
Please put our AGM in your diary
- Monday 16th September
7.30pm in the Lawrence
Building. All welcome,
refreshments provided - do
come along and join us in a
social meeting to chat about
what the Parents’ Society do and
how you might be able to help.
You won’t be committed to
anything but we always welcome

new faces and new ideas. After
the necessary formalities we will
also be discussing upcoming
events.
Our first event of the year is the
Year 7 Family Challenge, a fun
social evening for students in
Year 7 and their parents. Meet
your children’s new friends and
their parents, swap details and
get to know each other now that
there’s no school gate
interaction. It’s the evening of
Friday 18th October in the
school hall and includes food, a
light hearted quiz and a licensed
bar.
Providing we have enough
volunteers, our Christmas Fayre
which we have a provisional date
for 30th November this year - a
fun event for the whole family.
We invite local craft stalls, have
plenty of refreshments (the
stone cooked pizzas ran out fast
last year!) and the students run
their own stalls so please get
involved and support them.
Looking ahead to 2020 we hope
to be holding our annual quiz
night in the spring term, again a
family event with dinner and a
licensed bar - look out for
confirmation of the date soon.
We have been very excited by
the take up of our new School
Lottery. Currently we have well
over 300 tickets entered every
week and a weekly prize-winner
from our school receiving over
£90. The more tickets we sell,

the bigger the prize and the
more we raise for our school - at
the moment we are in receipt of
around £5000 per year from this
initiative so if you haven’t
bought any tickets yet do search
for Sir Henry Floyd on the Your
School Lottery website and sign
up - it really only takes a
moment and you could even win
the £25,000 jackpot!
So, with such generous giving,
throughout the year we receive
bids from different departments
within the school who request
funding for particular items to
enhance the learning of their
students. This year we
committed £16,167 of funds for:
• New Laboratory stools
• Chrome Books – used for most
subjects
• Specialised science equipment
for Chemistry, Physics and
Biology
• Two new interactive Maths
Software packages
With previous years’ funds we
also made a substantial
contribution towards the

refurbishing of the canteen after
its extension - a stylish new
dining room which we hope by
the time you are reading this our
students and staff are all
benefitting from!
If you can help the Parents’
Society in any way please do
email us on: parentssociety@
sirhenryfloyd.co.uk
ALL help most welcome!
Or come and join us at one of
our meetings, we have one every
half term, usually on a Monday
night, 7.30pm at school. Our
first meeting is our AGM on 16th
September 7.30pm at school. If
you can’t make it in September
4th November will be our next
when we will be pulling together
plans for the Christmas Fayre.
Oh, and don’t forget to do your
internet shopping via The Giving
Machine - just select Sir Henry
Floyd Grammar School Parents’
Society as your charity on their
website and we will receive a
donation every time you shop at
no cost to you.

Thank you very much for
your support!

Great morning coasteering!
Last day in beautiful Berlin!

A TERM IN
PICTURES…
Off to a f lying start

Tunnocks Teacake Challenge

Bushcraft First Aid scenario superb staff acting skills

Bushcraft First Aid scenario - the fake blood
and smoke bombs made it very realistic

D of E golden moments!

Duke of Edinburgh Gold - solitude!

Leaving SHFGS

Inter-house sunf lower competition

Year 13 Leavers Day

Celebratiing our achievements

Dates for your Diary
Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School | www.sirhenryfloyd.bucks.sch.uk

September 2019
Monday 2nd – Tuesday 3rd		

Inset – School closed to students

Thursday 5th				

All students in school

Wednesday 4th				

					
Friday 6th 				
Sunday 8th – Wednesday 11th 		

Thursday 12th September		

					
Friday 13th 				
Sunday 15 – Wednesday 18th 		

Monday 16th				
Tuesday 17th 				

Thursday 19th 				

					
Tuesday 24th 				

Thursday 26th 				

Years 7 & 13 + Year 10 ‘Buddies’ in school
Year 12 Induction Day (Leadership & Team Building Skills)
Year 7 Team Spirit Day

Year 11 Snowdonia Geography Trip
Whole school individual photos

Wicked Theatre Trip – Y10-13 Music
Freshers’ Fair

Year 11 Snowdonia Geography Trip
Rock Challenge Auditions
Rock Challenge Auditions

Rock Challenge Auditions (call backs)
Open Evening from 6.00 pm

DofE Bronze Qualifying Expeditions 1 and 2 Briefing
Open Morning

					Careers Fair
Saturday 28th – Sunday 29th 		

Qualifying - Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expedition 1 and 2

October 2019
Wednesday 2nd 				

Piano Recital Evening

Friday 4th – Sunday 6th 			

World Challenge training weekend in Snowdonia

Thursday 3rd 				
Wednesday 9th 				

Wednesday 10th				

Tuesday 15th 				

					
					
					
Wednesday 16th 			

Thursday 17th				
Friday 19th 				

					
Tuesday 22nd				
Wednesday 23rd				

Wednesday 24th				

Monday 28th – Friday 1st		

Be on the TEAM Y13 - 2nd immunisations
Be on the TEAM Y13 - 2nd immunisations

Dyslexia Debate by Bucks Patoss at 6.00pm
Restart a Heart

(First Aid Workshops for all year groups) - KYL/JAB

DofE Bronze - Expedition Presentation Session Bronze
Expedition 1 and 2 at 3.45-5.45pm
Open Morning at 9.45am
Open Morning at 9.45am

World Challenge 2020 Launch meeting
students only 3.45-5.45pm
Autumn Concert

Open Morning at 9.45am

6th Form Open Evening at 6.00pm
HALF TERM

Dates are liable to change. Please see the school website for up
to date information www.sirhenryfloyd.bucks.sch.uk
Designed & Produced by FSE Design Tel: 01933 303520 www.fsedesign.co.uk

