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Cup



The Year 9 boys started the season perfectly, going in to every 
game confidently and coming out with solid results including 9-1 vs 
Cottesloe, 17-3 vs AVA, 4-1 vs Ousedale and Sir Thomas 
Fremantle, and 2-1 vs Princes Risborough. 
We then started getting into the harder games like the semi-finals, and important district cup 
games against teams like the Colet. We went into the semi-final vs St Michaels, very 
anxiously and having no idea what to expect. The first fifteen minutes was a tough battle but 
once the Floyd got on top there was no stopping us, and it led to a great 6-0 victory. On the 
16th of March we faced our toughest game yet, in the county cup final vs Hazeley at Arbour 
Park stadium. All the boys walked out of the tunnel excited, but nervous at the same time. 
We kicked off and both teams were clearly going for it, there were no clear chances until we 
reached roughly the 20th minute where Harry gets a nice touch in the box and places it in the 
side netting, putting the SHFGS one goal up. The boys were confident and controlling the 
game until Hazeley suddenly won a corner, the ball was cleared straight to a Hazeley player, 
it was then easy for him to place it in the back of the net and the Floyd went into the first half 
1-1. 

The second half was a tight game but late in the half Joe went on a great run, drove it across 
the box straight into Harry’s feet and it was a simple finish to make it 2-1. The game was 
tight from there on but the SHFGS weren’t going to give away their lead again, the game 
finished 2-1 and the boys celebrated non-stop, for pretty much the rest of the day. Overall 
the Floyds season has been unbelievable winning the county cup final, and only losing one 
game out of many. The two top assisters were Joe and Harry, who were often assisting the 
top goal scorer Freddy Watson. 

Mr Perkins, PE Teacher

Year 9 2017 / 18
Football Season



Headteacher’s

The final push!
We are now just a few weeks away from our 
public examinations season. IB exams begin 
on 1st May and GCSEs and A Levels will 
follow soon after. We ran a very 
comprehensive programme of revision 
classes over the Easter holiday for some 
extra, intensive teaching. I am very grateful 
to the large number of my colleagues who 
gave up their holiday time to ensure that our 
students get the best possible opportunity to 
perform at their very best. Our predictions 
for the results this year are again looking 
very positive. I am looking forward to results 
days as I know there will be much to 
celebrate. On many occasions throughout the 
year I have been really impressed by the 
attitude that our students are showing 
towards their work. Their maturity, 
commitment and self reliance are amazing.

Building works
Our building works are now almost complete 
(finally!). Very soon we will be using two new 
science laboratories, a larger performing arts 
room and a bigger canteen. We hope to be 
able to install some fixed furniture in the 
canteen and have commissioned a designer 
whose work at another school has impressed 
us, to advise on how we create a very special 
eating environment. Our aim is to make the 
space look more like a restaurant than a 
school canteen! 

We have had the Hall floor refurbished and 
have continued with our regular decoration 
programme over the holidays.

Chromebook project
We have been delighted at the response from 
parents involved in our Chromebook project.  
At the time of writing, three quarters of Year 

8 parents have signed up to the scheme. 
Over the past few months as we have visited 
some other schools we have been excited to 
see the educational benefits of harnessing 
this particular technology. Over the years I 
have looked at many schemes designed to 
use portable computing to help students 
learn. Microsoft were the first big company 
to enter the arena with the “Anytime, 
Anywhere Learning” project about twenty 
years ago. I have not been persuaded by any 
of these schemes up to now but I feel that 
the time is absolutely right – the combination 
of reasonably priced hardware, flexibility of 
the equipment and the instincts of young 
people means that schools are ripe for such 
innovation. We have run some pilots using 
different types of device and staff, students 
and parents all favoured Chromebooks over 
the alternative (ipads). We are hopeful that 
before very long we will be experiencing the 
benefits of this particular technology to 
improve the learning experience of large 
numbers of students.

Competition results
We have had some significant successes on 
the sports field lately. Our Year 9 boys won 
the county cup final (as celebrated on the 
front cover) – a big event competed for by 
all schools in Buckinghamshire and MK. Our 
girls’ Year 11 netball team won the district 
league and cup, defeating all teams in north 
Bucks. Our Rock Challenge dancers will 
compete in the South of England Premier 
final in Portsmouth in late April. Their piece 
depicts the crash landing of an aeroplane 
on the Hudson River. The dancing and 
scenery are excellent. One lovely touch is 
the oxygen masks that drop down as 
the plane crashes. Whatever the result in 
Portsmouth we hope to be showing the 
performance in our Summer Concert at The 
Waterside Theatre on June 21st.

Continuing to improve what 
we do
The more thinking that I do the more I realise 
how complex the processes of teaching and 
learning are! 

We have tried to summarise five ingredients 
that make up a world class experience for 
our students. Much of our training and 
development work will be hung on these 
“hooks”. They are: 

• personalisation and intervention – helping 
individuals and groups of students getting 
exactly the approach they need to meet 
their particular needs,

• high quality assessment and feedback 
– making sure that students know how 
well they are doing and how they can best 
improve,

• harnessing technology – using tools such 
as Google classrooms and Show My 
Homework,

• oracy – helping develop speaking skills so 
that all students know and understand the 
importance on the language of power and 

• continuing to develop “Floyd Learning 
Power”, giving student the skills they need 
to learn independently.  

That is the framework that we are working 
to. We hope that parents and students will 
continue to see evidence of the continual 
improvement that they are working for.

It is not yet time to be getting nostalgic….. 
but this will be my last Headteacher update. 
It has always been a pleasure to have so 
much good news to share on such a regular 
basis. I am sure that Ms Cochrane will get as 
much enjoyment from letting you know what 
a great place this school will continue to be!!

Stephen Box
Headteacher

Update



              

Sport Relief
Friday 23rd March saw the bi-annual return 
of the Sport Relief fund raising day.  Moving 
towards the end of a busy and tiring term is 
not the best time to ask students to get active, 
but as usual the students of Sir Henry Floyd 
Grammar School rose the to challenge with 
the following events:

u  Year 10 Boys versus Girls netball match
v  Basketball pay to play
w  Dodgeball pay to play

With participants and spectators donating 
money they raised a healthy £77.60 towards 
the worthy cause; so well done to all those 
involved and thank you to PE teachers for 
officiating the events.

Mrs Rachel Selby, 
Faculty Leader for Physical Education

Netball Season 
Success!
The netball teams have trained really hard 
this season with an excellent commitment to 
attending practice in Year 7-10. This has 
resulted in some great team cohesion and 
brilliant team performances.

Year 8 Netball 
team do the 
double!
The biggest success of the season has been 
the unbeatable Year 8 Netball team. With a 
12 strong squad, committed to training girls 
there has been a dedication in this team that 
they should be proud of. This has led to 
great consistency in their performances and 
they have been unbeaten all season, winning 
many of their matches over 20 goals in 
front.

The District Netball League is an endurance 
event, with matches throughout the season, 
but the girls took this in their stride going 
from strength to strength in every match 
they played. On their way through the 
season they have beaten schools such as 
Thornton College, Akeley Wood and 
Aylesbury High School amongst others.  

Their most exciting match was against Royal 
Latin School where there was a nail biting 
last few moments, as they won 12-11!
The season finale is the District Netball 
Tournament. This was attended by 18 
netball teams. The girls started off with a 
convincing win on 10-2 against The John 

Colet School, but were still not playing at 
their best. After a team talk they fired 
themselves up for a tight game against 
Thornton College. After a convincing win 
they were unstoppable urging each other on 
in games against tough teams from 
Aylesbury High School, Akeley Wood and 
The Royal Latin School to end their season 
completely unbeaten!  

Many congratulations and really well done 
girls!  Bring on the National Schools 
Competition next season!

Year 10 Netball 
Team – District 
Tournament 
Winners!
In the end of season district tournament 
(where all schools in the Aylesbury vale 
district gather to compete) the Year 10 team 
played some outstanding netball, really 
coming together as a team. With 10 teams 
present, 2 seeded leagues were played, with 
SHFGS playing in the top division.  It was a 
difficult start with the first game being 
against Aylesbury High School, but the girls 
hit the court running and played 
outstandingly for their first win. This gave 
them confidence and they went on to beat 
Thornton College, Akeley Wood and The 
Royal Latin School in their run to victory.

Congratulations to all the girls involved, I 
was very proud of their hard work and 
excellent sportsmanship, and look forward 
to seeing them progress further in the 
future!

Year 11 Netball 
Team – District 
Tournament 
Runners Up
The weather was so cold that the Year 11 
tournament had to be moved to two venues 
so that it could run inside.  With only 6 
players available (due to illness) the brave 
girls (Jasmine Stranks, Elise Parfitt, Skye 
Britton, Holly Pearce, Holly Bridson and Ellie 
Hucklebridge) really fought some strong 
opposition. The last game was the decider of 
the tournament against Aylesbury High 
School who proved to be just too strong to 
defeat. Overall, they finished Runners Up in 
the tournament; an excellent result for a 
hard working team!

Rachel Selby, 
Faculty Leader for Physical Education



              

It’s fair to say that we arrived in a state of 
nervous apprehension; we had met the 
competition before, we knew their strengths 
and had had mixed results. But we felt 
optimistic too, we knew we had a chance of 
winning if we were at the top of our games 
individually but only so long as we clicked as 
a team and built upon our self-belief.

Our first game was against AHS, probably the 
toughest competition. We started well, taking 
the first two goals, but the High quickly 
caught up, it was an extremely close game 
but we won 8-6. This gave us a burst of 
confidence and enabled us to build a really 
strong campaign.

We continued our success against Thornton 
College, with whom we’d only managed a 
draw the previous week. Next up we met 
Akeley Wood for our third game on the 
bounce, tired and off the pace, but we held 
on for a draw. This meant we had to beat the 
previously undefeated Royal Latin team with 
its notoriously strong attack. We used a rest 
period well, observing their tactics as they 
took on AHS. We took to the court feeling the 
pressure but using it too and we produced 
our best performance of the tournament and 
won by a three-goal margin.

Congratulations to the team: Matilda Cox, Ella 
Hamilton, Liliana Jones, Eliza Keeping, Zoe 
Kerr, Susie Louis, Ruby Mills and Tayte Moon.

Eliza Keeping, 10A

Year 10 district 
netball champions!
In March, the Year 10 Netball team travelled to Aylesbury High 
School (AHS), to compete in the end of season district netball 
tournament. 

Under 13s 
Dodgeball 
Robbie, Ellis, Thushan, Teddy, Charlie, 
Matty and I have recently attended the 
under 13s dodgeball competition. 

After winning the District round beating AGS, 
Mandeville and John Colet, we went through 
to the final round against the strongest teams 
in the the county. We played really well and 
showed some great resilience and team spirit. 
We did not win the competition but were the 
6th best team in the county which is a real 
achievement. We did leave winning the fair 
play award chosen by other schools which is 
still a very big achievement so I’m sure both I 
and the staff are very proud of the entire 
team. 

“Sports is something that has brought out the 
good in me and my teammates in not just 
dodge-ball but many other sports as well.”

Well done Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School.

Tega Rume-Tabiowo, 8C



              

Without a doubt, Band Night 
was a highly memorable 
evening for all students and staff 
involved. 
It starred a great number of bands, ranging 
from staff to student bands, including 
performers and groups such as Mr. Fell and 
Mr. Dyke, Jack & Matty, Evelyn and the 
Kitchen Utensils, It’s a Working Progress, 
Jukebox and many more. From covers of 
Queen songs to those by Florence and the 
Machine and Hosier, all of the groups 
involved covered a vast array of styles, from 
acoustic numbers to rock pieces.

Undeniably, students showed their ability to 
perform confidently in front of a live 
audience, and in doing so, each group 
successfully brought a great energy on to 
the stage. From Year 8 students Jack and 
Matty, who bravely performed a beautiful 
acoustic number, including singing and 
guitar accompaniment, to the Jukebox 
group who created a mash up of pop and 
rock pieces, the sheer amount of talent on 
stage was evident. The latter group featured 
Liam Gesoff’s rapping to ‘Rapper’s Delight’, 
Dom Elves’ incredible vocal range, Sam 
Battams-Scott’s expert drums playing and 
Ben Kwan’s nuanced guitar playing. Not to 

mention that the group also used a 
seaboard, named Ariel, which was played by 
Liam. The group also included Dom’s 
brother, Hayden, who played bass guitar in 
their set with such a rhythmic and fluent 
style, as was shown in his bass solo in 
‘Another One Bites the Dust’.

During the evening, there were numerous 
solos within groups, including solos sung by 
Nimi Spiff and Holly Pearce who each 
provided strong vocals and effectively added 
their own style to their songs. Notably, 
Jacob Cole composed and performed his 
own song on piano and voice, called 
‘Shattered Eyes’, and he stunned the 
audience with his emotional performance. In 
addition to vocal solos, the audience were 
enthralled by guitar solos, including the 
stage presence of individuals, such as Louis 
Winter. The audience was also in awe of the 
overall professional playing by Abhinand, 
Adam, Bart, Fin, Dylan, Holly, Jed, Harley, Ed 
and Will to name but a few.

Each and every act performed to the best of 
their ability, and I think we can all agree that 
the evening was full of fun and variety, 
which transformed the school’s theatre into 
a concert venue setting. A huge well done 
goes out to everyone involved, including all 
of the effort from teachers and tech crew.

Madeleine Glover, 6H1



              

Rock Challenge 2018
In March the dance department 
was extremely busy with 
preparations for the annual 
Rock Challenge Competition. 

On Tuesday 13th March we took 125 
students to The Wycombe Swan Theatre to 
showcase our 8 minute performance entitled 
‘Miracle on the Hudson’. Based on the 
critically acclaimed film ‘Sully’, the 
performance this year centred around a 
plane, travelling from New York to Seattle, 
having to be crashed into the Hudson River 
by the pilot Captain Chesley “Sully” 
Sullenberger due to engine failure, however 
due to this heroic action nobody was killed, 
but unfortunately for some they suffered 
more long lasting effects such as PTSD. We 
had our largest cast yet with 96 dancers and 
29 crew members who both designed and 
helped to move the large pieces of set 
during the performance. Some of these 

included a life-size yellow taxi, a plane cabin 
and wings as well as the nose of a plane. 

We started off the day watching various 
schools rehearse their performances; 
followed by a morning production meeting 
which consisted of Mrs Durose receiving the 
award for 10 years of participation in Rock 
Challenge as well as our running order being 
decided. As a Premier Team, this meant we 
were to perform 1st as we were not 
competing compared to others schools. We 
were able to have two full rehearsals on 
stage with the set and lights. This was great 
for the performers who had not competed 
before as it gave them a chance to get used 
to the stage as well as the crew. After every 
school had rehearsed, in the afternoon, we 
had another production meeting which saw 
our wonderful teachers and volunteers take 
part in an air guitar competition in which our 
school won, setting a great mood for the 
rest of the day. 

Finally it came to the performance which 
went extremely well considering there was 

not much wing space at the side of the 
stage. Although we were only showcasing 
our piece we were still able to receive an 
award of excellence. The awards that we 
won consisted of: Set Design. Concept, 
Soundtrack, Educational Purpose, Stage Use 
and Lighting. We even got to chat with the 
Mayor of High Wycombe who commended 
us for our concept and enthusiasm. 
All of us would like to say a huge thank you 
to Miss Bahra, Mrs Horne and Miss Eminaga 
who came and supported us on the day as 
well as the talented efforts of Miss Ksiazek, 
who helped create and organise the 
costumes and Mr June who built the 
amazing set that we had. Finally we would 
like to thank Mrs Durose for continuing to 
encourage us and head the whole 
production. 

Our next step is the Premier Final in April 
where we hope to bring more awards back 
and hopefully secure a place in the National 
Final in July. 

By Laura Wiktorowicz 6C1

In the first week of March Year 11 and 13 students were 
busy preparing for their respective showcases. 
This gave students that have their practical exams for dance this year a chance to perform 
their pieces and gain feedback to help improve it before their exam in the coming months. 
This event was split into two evenings, one for the A Level students and another for the GCSE 
students. Both nights were a great success with positive feedback from both teachers along 
with various pieces from the extra-curricular clubs such as Brighlights with a Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas inspired performance. We saw various performances in different styles from 
contemporary such as Akram Khan to the more musical theatre style of Bob Fosse. All the 
students also had their group choreography performed which saw a vast number of themes 
from across both Year 11 and Year 13. We wish them all the luck in their exams and thank 
anyone who came to the show and supported the students.

By Laura Wiktorowicz 6C1

Dance 
Showcase 
2018



Charity Days
After weeks of planning and discussion, a 
sixth form run charity committee organised 
and executed this year’s charity days on the 
last 2 days of term, raising money for these 
three worthy charities; Syria Relief, Hector’s 
House and The Pepper Foundation. This 
year, on top of the original events, we had 
introduced some new events, such as the 
eating competition and milkshake bar, which 
were great successes. We had also revived an 
old and very popular event, hire a sixth-
former, in which students placed bids for 
sixth-formers who could use their lunchtime 
privileges on behalf of the lower school 
students.

About the charities we raised money for;

Hector’s House
Hectors house is a charity set up by the 
family of Hector Stringer, a young person 
who took his own life. The goal of the charity 
is to breakdown the stigma around mental 
health issues and work hard on suicide 
prevention. They visit schools and events to 
spread awareness and promote openness 
and healthy lifestyles, as well as providing 
help and links for people struggling with 
mental health issues.

Syria Relief
Syria Relief is a charity that provides 
emergency humanitarian aid for the people 
suffering in Syria. They provide various 
forms of help, from food support to 
providing specialist psychiatric treatment for 
children suffering from PTSD. Syria Relief is 
now the forefront of non-profit support in 
Syria, and what makes them most effective is 
their active support on the ground as the 
crisis in Syria continues.

The Pepper 
Foundation
The Pepper Foundation is a charity that 
provides end of life and palliative care to 
children suffering from serious diseases that 
may leave them severely disabled or 
terminally ill, also providing support for the 
families affected. The Pepper nurses work 
with families to provide individualised care 
and support for each child in their own home 
on a 24 hour, on-call basis but the paediatric 
nursing service only receives 20% of 
statutory funding so they rely on the 
generosity of the public. 

On the last day of term, there was a ‘meme’ 
themed mufti. At breaktime, there was a 
waxing event where a collection of sixth 
formers alongside Mr Bashford and Mr Burge 
got their legs waxed. The rips of the wax 
strips and the screams of one student in 
particular attracted quite an audience.

At lunchtime the Lip Sync Battle took place, 
filling the whole of the theatre. The 
competitors this year were Mr Grew, Ms 
Cochrane and Mr Fell, who all performed 
incredibly and drove the crowd wild. There 
was also a surprise performance this year, in 
which students took to the stage and in a 
show of sync and dance, wowed the 
audience.

Gunge The Teacher was also a big success 
this year, having Ms Cochrane, Mr Scroggs, 
Mrs Cole and Mr Fell taking part. The gunge 
buckets were very creative this year, with the 
addition of glitter, which can probably still 
be found in Mr Scroggs’ hair! 

Lessons from 
Auschwitz project
Over the past month, Victoria and I participated in the invaluable 
‘Lessons from Auschwitz project’ which aims to educate young 
people on the background of the Holocaust and its contemporary 
relevance. The project consisted of an orientation seminar, a 
one-day trip to Poland, a follow-up seminar and final task where we 
must share our experience with the people around us.

In the orientation seminar, we learned about pre-war Jewish life 
which was highly essential to recognise the authority and viciousness 
of the Nazi party; through education about pre-war Jewish life, we 
can only just begin to comprehend the brutality of the Holocaust in 
comparison to life during and after the war. Whereas in the follow-
up seminar, we simply discussed our personal experience as a 
group. 

Arguably, the most salient part of the course was the visit to Poland. 
Although, a month has passed since the coldest yet most incredible 
experience, I’m still unsure. Arriving in the harsh Polish weather 

made the trip that much more remarkable; in the sense that 
standing outside for several hours being educated on the nightmares 
that the Jewish people were forced to live through gives us the 
slightest of insights as to how frightening the Holocaust truly was for 
the them. The treacherous conditions inside Auschwitz and 
Auschwitz-Birkenau made me realise just how strenuous daily life 
must have been for the Jewish people. Observing the preserved 
hairs, wooden beds and molding shoes of the Jewish prisoners gives 
the phrase ‘seeing is not like hearing’ an almost unmitigated truth. 
It’s extremely difficult to process what you see in Auschwitz. With 
that being said, the extraordinary journey left me speechless for the 
right reasons because being moved by what is seen in Auschwitz 
and consequently working tirelessly to prevent another holocaust 
from reoccurring is the most human thing we can do now (in terms 
of honouring those who lost their lives). To embark upon a result of 
hatred is one thing, but to act positively upon this experience is a far 
more influential deed. Thanks to this enlightening project, I now aim 
to educate the community about the Holocaust and its contemporary 
relevance.

You simply cannot go to Auschwitz and come 
back as the same person you were.
Mitul Mistry, 6M1



After a few weeks of informal practice, in February, eight of us 
headed off to Nottingham University to try our luck in their 
annual schools’ competition. 
My debate partner was Stephanie, and even though we both had some confidence in 
ourselves as a team, our hearts definitely sank when we entered the first competition and 
found that the other three teams were all private school ‘professionals’. As we had never 
competed before, we were considered novices but still took part in the same rounds as the 
students who had competed in multiple competitions, a terrifying prospect! 

Having had only fifteen minutes to prepare for the first motion (as we would have for all the 
debates), and the unfortunate luck of having been selected to speak first (Opening 
Government), my speech was definitely not as articulate as that of the Opening Opposition, 
who used very elaborate language, at one point referring to something as “simple 
Darwinism” (I still don’t know what Darwin’s relevance to the debate was). However, to our 
shock, at the end of the round we discovered that we had been placed second out of four … 
and Opening Opposition had come last! The survival of the fittest!

This set the precedent for the rest of the competition. The judges simply looked at the 
points we made and how we responded to the points of the other teams. My favourite 
debate was “This House Regrets the Demonisation of the Rich” since we were allocated 
Proposition (if I had been able to choose, I would have chosen Opposition), and I was 
therefore forced to think outside the box to defend the actions of the wealthy, referencing 
several rap artists as examples. We were placed first in that debate! 

At the end of an exhausting day, the “Break” for the Grand Final, Runners Up-Final and the 
Novice Final, was announced.

Ho-Ting and Ciana had made it through! Stephanie and I resigned ourselves to going home. 
Then, the Runners Up Final competitors flashed up on the screen and we were shocked to 
discover that we had done so well that we had been placed in the top eight teams overall, 
regardless of us being novices! Stephanie and I were both ranked as the best novice 
individual speakers in the whole competition - and Ciana and Ho-Ting won the Novice Final 
- a fantastic end to the day!

I definitely could not have done it without Stephanie, who was fantastic throughout the 
competition. I would also like to shout out to the other SHFGS teams (Ho-Ting and Ciana, 
Frances and Shameera and Henry and Gabriel) for doing so well and, of course, a massive 
thank you to Mrs Perrett and Mrs Farmborough for organising the event and putting up with 
us throughout the day. We were so glad to be Mrs Perrett’s first teams to ever make it 
through to a final! 

Hannah Corsini Year 12

The Great 
Debate 2018
On Saturday the 10th of March I 
had the fantastic opportunity to 
speak in the Grand Committee 
Room in Westminster. 
It was for the Great Debate 2018, a public 
speaking competition organised by the 
Historical Association. Participants were 
expected to research, then write and perform 
a five minute speech in answer to the 
question ‘Was the 1918 extension of the 
franchise the most significant moment in 
British democratic history?’ This was in 
memory of a century having passed since 
some women first gained the vote in 1918, 
and there were speeches ranging from the 
1215 Magna Carta, to the 1944 Beveridge 
Report, and even to the 15th century 
invention of the printing press! I spoke on the 
1928 Representation of the People Act, 
believing its provision of equality and lack of 
political agendas made it more significant 
than its predecessor. 

The school ran an internal competition to 
allow two students to be sent to regionals, 
and this was tirelessly organised by Mrs 
Pilkington and the history team. Upon their 
decision, Ben Sudborough and I were both 
granted the incredible honour of being 
chosen to make it through to the regionals, 
and to perform our speeches in front of the 
other regionalists and a judge. Lucy, Mr 
Bashford, and Mrs Pilkington were all very 
helpful in listening to our speeches and 
helping us to improve. Mrs Pilkington 
accompanied us to the event, providing moral 
support at the competition which turned out 
be a wonderful, if nerve-wracking, 
experience. The judge commented on how 
amazing everybody’s speech was, and how 
difficult it was to make the choice. After much 
deliberation, I was very lucky to be announced 
the winner for the Buckinghamshire Heat, and 
was able to progress onto nationals. 

Nationals was an amazing experience, as the 
opportunity to tour Parliament and learn 
about all its history, as well as to speak in 
front of a room full of judges and history 
students was unforgettable. There were 23 
students in nationals, and it was very 
fascinating to hear all these different 
interpretations of the same question. 
Although I did not win, it proved an excellent 
experience that I would highly recommend to 
anyone with the chance and a love of history.  

Stephanie Shamuyarira, 6M2.

Nottingham University 
Schools’ Debating 
Competition



Three days ago, a representative from The University of Leicester 
visited our MedSoc, to talk to students in Years 10, 11, and 12 
about studying Medicine at Leicester, the application process, and 
gave some top tips on work experience. 
We discussed the different types of courses offered by different universities and the varied 
types of learning they provided. This was very useful, because it gave students an 
opportunity to further research the types of courses and find out what would be best suited 
for their individual type of learning.

An important aspect of the application process that we discussed were the interviews for 
Medical School. 23 universities out of the 34 that offer a course in Medicine in the UK, use 
the MMI interviewing technique. This is where there are multiple interview stations that 
question each student on different aspects of their application, for example, in the past 
some stations have been based on teamwork, problem solving, ethical issues related to the 
NHS, and knowledge of medicine as a career. This allows the university to find out whether 
each student has the preparation, qualities, and passion, needed to study medicine at their 
institution and become a doctor.

From a more general perspective, the Medicine Society at SHFGS is rapidly developing, and 
offering new opportunities for aspiring medics, dentists, and vets. Applications for MedSoc 
ambassadors and deputy ambassadors have just opened to all members of the society, so 
that new pathways and ideas can be created and carried out to give the best help possible 
to these ambitious and dedicated students.  

Hafsa Sheikh, 6C1

Guest speaker 
from Leicester

Year 10 and 11 
MedSoc Launch
I found going to medical 
society really helpful! 
There was some very useful advice 
provided about choosing suitable 
A Level options and doing work 
experience, but what was most helpful 
was all of the recommendations about 
websites and materials that we could 
use to gain a better insight into what life 
as a medic might look like and how to 
best go about it. It was also really nice to 
see who else in the lower school was 
interested in a similar career to you and 
to see that there is lots of support 
available to us. It gave me and my 
friends lots to discuss!

Katie Oke 11C

Sir Henry Floyd MedSoc
Under the supervision of Mrs Williams, Floyd MedSoc is a society run by sixth 

formers, to assist students in Years 10 and above with their application to 
universities to study Medicine, Dentistry and  Vet Medicine.



A Student’s Experience
Having attended all three MedSoc meetings this half-term, my 
knowledge and confidence in applying to medicine has greatly 
increased.
I’ve learned more about the process of applying and how to enrich my application with work 
experience and wider reading of medical-related books. I feel that the existence of this medic 
society has greatly benefited me and it will continue to benefit students in sixth form and 
lower down in the school in applying for Medicine, Dentistry, or Veterinary Medicine. Now, 
with a strong team of leaders and ambassadors, we are expanding in number, starting to 
discuss hot topics in the NHS, and arranging visits to medical events. I really look forward to 
the next meeting!

 Jamie Howley 6W2

From the MedSoc Leader:
Medic Mentor is a national mentoring organisation for aspiring healthcare students which was 
established four years ago by a group of doctors and medical students.  They mentor nearly 6000 
secondary school students, every year, throughout the UCAS application process for medicine, 
dentistry, veterinary medicine and psychology.
The main aim of Medic Mentor is to 
effectively mentor applying students by 
enhancing their knowledge of the career 
they’re pursuing, so that universities are 
recruiting informed and insightful 
applicants. They achieve this through their 
scholarship programme; online resources 
such as the weekly webinars; enabling direct 
access to healthcare professionals and 
university students; their national magazine; 
their summer school and their school 
societies network.

I came across the ‘Medic Mentor’ website 
around two years ago and due to the huge 
number of prospective medics in Year 12, I 
recently became interested in their school 
societies network. I applied to their ‘School 
Ambassadors Leadership Programme’ and 
was successful and consequently invited to 
the National School Society Conference 
meeting in London. This conference 
consisted of Dr Dhakshana Sivayoganathan, 

President of Medic Mentor, and Dr Rebecca 
Yates, Director of Education, guiding us on 
how best to set up and run our school 
societies. They told us how to make full use 
of Medic Mentor’s resources, such as the 
monthly Seminar Study Guides, which 
consist of many useful resources to go 
through during MedSoc meetings such as 
interview mark schemes, PBL cases, 
situational judgement tests, topical debates 
and general advice on applying for medicine.

In conjunction with Mrs Williams, I set up the 
‘Floyd MedSoc’ and invited applications from 
those wishing to be a part of the Floyd Medic 
Society committee. Numerous applications 
were received and a MedSoc committee was 
formed which now meets regularly to 
organise the Medic Society meetings and 
events. I recently contacted ex-student 
Claire Aslin who successfully applied to 
study Medicine at the University of 
Cambridge; she came in and did a talk for 

the Year 11 and 12, which was very 
insightful and motivating. The Medic Society 
also delivered a presentation to a large 
number of Year 10 and 11 students (28 in 
total) who are interested in a career in 
medicine; the presentation was about what 
they could begin doing now in preparation 
for applying for medicine.

Looking to the future, the Medic Society are 
planning various meetings and events for 
the Floyd MedSoc. This includes debates on 
important medical issues, discussion of 
various medical articles and journals, 
presentations on each of the UK Medical 
Schools, crash courses on the NHS and 
medical ethics, various guest speakers, 
Medic Society field trips, admissions tests 
practice and much more!

Ellie Turnham 6C1



Nepalese Themed 
Evening 
The most recent of the annual World 
Challenge fundraisers took place on Friday 
23rd March with the Nepal 2019 Challengers 
hosting a Nepalese Themed Evening. The 
event comprised a very intense quiz, a game 
of heads or tails, a spicy food competition, a 
raffle with a great range of prizes donated 
from local businesses and, of course, a 
selection of delicious home-cooked curries 
and challenger-made chapatis. It was a fun 
evening and the event exceeded our 
fundraising target! After a long time planning 
and gathering donations we were all relieved 
with how smoothly the event ran and want to 
say a big thank you to all the parents who 
cooked for us and to the teachers involved for 
their support.

The World Challenge 
Communications Team

Springtime at Sir Henry Floyd Grammar 
School brings a new Student Senior 
Leadership Team. The outgoing SSLT’s final 
job is to assist in the recruitment of the new 
group before handing over their badges. 
At the beginning of February, we began the 
extensive application process by addressing 
letters to our Head of Sixth Form, Mrs 
Williams. Coupled with this was a lunch with 
the current SSLT, which gave us the 
opportunity to ask questions about their 
roles as well as giving them the chance to 
shortlist applicants.
 
Those who made it through to the second 
round were required to produce a manifesto 
to put up in the Sixth Form Study Room.  We 
also had to prepare for a hustings debate in 
front of Year 12, after which a student vote 
took place. This part of the process was 
particularly challenging as we were required 
to form answers to spontaneous questions, 
often opposing our fellow candidates. The 
public speaking element also applied that 
extra bit of pressure. However, it was 
enjoyed by all those who took part and was 
effective in getting the views of the year 
group across. 

Lastly, we were all required to attend a 
formal interview with Mrs Williams, Mr Box 
and the previous Head Girl and Boy. Again, 
testing our spontaneity, the interview was 
definitely the most nerve-wracking part of 
the application process as we were being 
viewed completely on our own for the first 
time, away from the support of fellow 
candidates. Nevertheless, we all found it to 
be a rewarding experience, if not slightly 
terrifying!

We are not short of motivation in the early 
days of our appointment and we are 
determined to make the most of the 
opportunity. Currently we are working on 
clarifying the dress code and evaluating the 
new canteen service in Lawrence Block sixth 
form study centre. We are also establishing 
the foundations for our long-term projects 
like setting up a student newspaper and a 
student mentoring system. We have not 
underestimated the scale of the challenge 
ahead but with such a strong and capable 
team, we are excited to get stuck in!

Outgoing SSLT
As an outgoing Student Senior 
Leadership Team we would like to 
thank the entire Sir Henry Floyd 
community for the constant 
support we have received 
throughout the last twelve months. 
We are fortunate to have had some 
incredible opportunities, and been able to 
suggest and implement the views of 
students from all year groups to help 
improve their experience here at Sir Henry 
Floyd Grammar. We are also grateful for the 
unwavering support from House Captains 
and Subject Ambassadors, who have 
themselves promoted inclusion and 
excellence in both their respective 
departments and through multi-year 
activities. 

With this in mind the attention of all 
outgoing Senior Prefects in the last month 
has been focused on appointing our 
successors, and all those involved in the 
application process were impressed with the 
high calibre of applicants and the way in 
which every candidate presented themselves. 
Every application processes involved a formal 
letter and interview, with the Student Senior 
Leadership Team process also including a 
hustings session, manifesto writing and the 
views of staff and students being canvassed. 

All Senior Prefects have now begun to hand 
over their leadership positions to the new 
team, all of whom are eager to get stuck into 
their roles. It has been an honour and a 
privilege to serve this school, and we wish 
the new Student Senior Leadership Team, led 
by Gabriel Blackwell and Lily Bailes, and all 
new Subject Ambassadors and House 
Captains every success in their endeavours 
over the coming year.

Student Senior Leadership Team 2017-18

Incoming 
SSLT

From The Head Boy
Lily and I are honoured to have been 
given our positions and are extremely 
excited to be leading such a diverse and 
dedicated team, which we are sure will 
work hard throughout the next twelve 
months. We have all been busy already, 
fulfilling our newfound responsibilities, 
and everyone is enjoying themselves, 
knowing that the hard work will pay off. 

The support and advice offered by the 
previous SSLT, particularly by Matt and 
Imogen, has been so crucial in ensuring 
that all of us feel comfortable in our 
roles, and so I would like to thank them 
for the guidance they have offered so 
far. Last year’s SSLT will be a tough act 
to follow but the excitement of being in 
such a great team means that we are 
ready to get stuck in! 

Gabriel Blackwell, Head Boy

From The Head Girl
The short time that I have been Head Girl has only affirmed my appreciation of this 
school. I have been touched by warm wishes from students and teachers alike and I 
am so thankful for the trust and friendliness that has welcomed me into this role. It 
is an honour. I am particularly grateful to Mrs Williams, Matt and Imogen for their 
support and guidance during our first few weeks.

I am filling big shoes - but I am excited to do so! 

Lily Bailes, Head Girl



Student Leadership Tree 2018-19

Aston University 
Medical Day: 
Anaesthesia
During half-term, I visited Aston 
University for a ‘Medical School Taster 
Session’ in order to familiarise myself 
further with the process of applying for 
medicine at university and find out more 
about careers in healthcare.
The session began with a talk by Dr Carson 
about the evolution of anaesthesia. He gave 
us an account of medicine before the 
discovery of anaesthetic and how it gradually 
progressed and developed over time. 
Pre-anaesthetic, amputees were given a shot 
of brandy before being held down and 
having their leg sawn off. Robert Liston was 
a famous surgeon at the time who was said 
to have ‘the fastest knife in the West End’. 
He managed to amputate a patient’s leg in a 
record-breaking two and a half minutes 
(unfortunately the patient later died from 
infection, as did his assistant when he 
mistakenly amputated her fingers!). 

In 1772, Joseph Priestley discovered nitrous 
oxide (N2O) which is also known as 
‘laughing gas’. It took a while for its possible 
use in anaesthesia to be realised and was 
originally used recreationally by the upper 
class, after meals. Horace Wells was an 
American dentist who pioneered the use of 
anaesthesia in dentistry. He attended a 
demonstration of N2O in which a volunteer 
became intoxicated with N2O and failed to 
react when he hit his leg badly. Wells tested 
this further by having a tooth removed 
whilst intoxicated with N2O and found he 
felt no pain. Nitrous oxide is now routinely 
used in dentistry, as well as in childbirth.

Ether was discovered next; William Morton 
performed the first demonstration of ether 
in surgery by having the patient inhale the 
ether’s vapour, which put them to sleep. The 
problem with ether is that it is highly 
flammable and therefore became perilous in 
surgical diathermy (which is a method of 
cutting open the skin by burning) as sparks 
are produced and could result in an 
unfortunate explosion for a patient, due to 
the ether running through their blood 
vessels. 

Chloroform was first used by James Simpson 
and in 1853 Queen Victoria revolutionised 
anaesthesia by using chloroform during 
childbirth; chloroform became fashionable 
and anaesthetics were accepted in Victorian 
society. 

Various other anaesthetics have been 
developed since chloroform; the only ones 
still used in modern hospitals are propofol 
and sevoflurane. Propofol is known as ‘the 
milk of amnesia’ due to the fact it’s an 
emulsion, so looks like milk; it can keep a 
patient anaesthetised for long periods. 
Propofol is famous for being taken by 
Michael Jackson as he had problems 
sleeping; his doctor had to actually 
anaesthetise him with propofol every single 
night. His death came about when he 
accidently overdosed on it and it has taken a 
long time to rebuild the public’s faith in 
propofol.

After the talk on anaesthesia, Dr Carson 
went on to talk about how to make a strong 
application to medical school. He discussed 
the importance of making your personal 
statement personal and to constantly reflect 
on what you have learned. You must also 
demonstrate a clear understanding of the 
duties of a doctor, which are listed by the 
General Medical Council (GMC). A tip for the 
interview is to express your interest in the 
research going on at that particular medical 
school - flattery goes a long way. Keeping 
up with current affairs in the medical world 
is also crucial.

Ellie Turnham 6C1
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When we arrived in Berlin and dropped our 
bags off at the accommodation, the tour 
and learning began almost immediately. 
Travelling by public transport from the 
hotel, the first attraction that we visited was 
‘The Reichstag’, the German equivalent of 
the Houses of Parliament. Here we 
discussed Germany’s political state 
throughout the period of the Cold War and 
how it was influential in shaping the events 
of the Cold War. We learned how this 
impressive home of the German Parliament 
has experienced a turbulent life with the 
building being badly damaged by a fire in 
1933. The Reichstag also suffered during 
the final months of the Second World War, 
as bitter fighting through the streets of the 
capital saw Soviet troops occupy the 
building. Some of the small bullet holes and 
Russian graffiti are still visible today. 
Following another period of neglect during 
the Cold War, the Reichstag gained another 
lease of life when Berlin was chosen as the 
capital of reunited Germany and the German 
parliament was transferred there in 1999. 
Today, the Reichstag is open to the public 
and many tourists visit this phenomenal 
building to explore the centrepiece, the 
glass dome. We visited this dome and were 
able to look out across the vibrant city and 
absorb its landscape, whilst learning about 
the Reichstag’s significance. 

We then visited The Memorial to the 
Murdered Jews of Europe. The controversial 
memorial dedicates itself to the Jewish 
victims of the Nazi regime. It contains 2,711 
concrete blocks of varying heights, laid out 
in a grid system on an undulating floor. It is 
open all the time and allows visitors to 
wander amongst the blocks and the trees 
which have been planted around the site. 
After being opened in 2005, this spectacular 
memorial has quickly become a popular 
addition to many tours of Berlin. 

After a good night’s sleep we woke early to 
a filling continental breakfast, and then set 
out into the hustle and bustle of Berlin. We 
were in awe of this incredible city, Berlin, 
unlike London, was open plan with wide 
streets and trams and uncrowded. 
Throughout the day we trekked through 
museums and to war memorials, absorbing 
all the historical information from our tour 
guides; amongst the many interesting 
places we visited, was the humbling and 
fascinating experience of the Stasi Prison 
complex - an environment so traumatic that 
the prisoners asked for it to be made in to a 
museum for educational purposes. After 
World War Two the Soviets took over East 

Berlin and attempted to capture Nazis and 
people who did not have communist 
sympathies and detained them here. The 
first prison had the original cells holding 1, 
12 and 30 prisoners who were kept in hot, 
dirty and primitive conditions. To be 
detained in such a bleak environment was 
not proportionate to the crimes they had 
committed in the eyes of the Soviets, the 
prisoners never saw sunlight and went 
through harrowing interrogation and 
torture; we all reflected on what prison 
conditions should be like and on what we 
can learn from history to prevent terrible 
cruelties from happening. Later, as the sun 
was setting our group walked along the East 
Side Gallery, the longest strip of the Berlin 
Wall that is left, inspired by its unique, 
beautiful pieces of art painted on to it, it 
was mesmerising.

On the third day, the temperature was 
expected to reach -7, and throughout the 
day there were flurries of snow! Luckily we 
were inside all day, walking from museum 
to museum and taking lots of public 
transport (like day two) which was great for 
getting a sense of the culture in Berlin. One 
unusual museum we visited was a railway 
station which connected East to West Berlin 
and we were told that one of the ex prisoner 
tour guides at the prison had used this 
route to smuggle his friends through to 
West Berlin and when it was his turn he got 
caught and his only escape was to jump 
from the railway resulting in broken ankles 
and he was sent to prison, and didn’t get 
treatment for 4 days and to this day he 
struggles to walk. 

The trip to Berlin was informative and 
insightful for the Year 10 history students. 
The history that they absorbed there is 
proving to be relevant in lessons and has 
helped to shape and strengthen their 
understanding of the events and time period 
they are studying. Thank you to all of the 
teachers involved in the organisation and 
carrying out of this excellent opportunity.

Emily Mcgill and Sophia Hudson, 10M

Year 10 
Visit Berlin
In March Year 10 History Students 
jetted off to Berlin with Mr Bashford, 
Mrs Pilkington and Mrs Chapman to 
further their knowledge and 
education of the events of the Cold 
War between the allies of Britain, 
France and the USA who occupied 
West Berlin and the Soviet Union 
who were in occupation of Eastern 
Berlin.  The trip was a huge success 
and every student arrived back in the 
UK with greater knowledge and 
understanding than they left.



•  We run a weekly online lottery, with a draw every Saturday evening.

•  Tickets cost £1 a week.

•  40% of ticket sales go to our school!

•  Guaranteed cash prize to one of our supporters every week!

•  Match all 6 numbers & WIN £25,000!

•  Joining is easy, just visit our webpage to support us now.

To start supporting, visit:

www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Search for: Sir Henry Floyd

Supporters must be 16 years of age or older

If you are in Year 11 and this 
would suit you.  Remember to 
sign up next autumn, you’ll dust 
off the skills you learned in 
lower school!
The healthy lifestyle enrichment course is a 
highly useful course, especially considering 
that university is just around the corner. While 
for more experienced people in the kitchen 
you may think you know how to cook a wide 
range of meals, this course helps especially 
with food economy and efficiency, helping 
you budget to a superior level possibly than if 
you hadn’t taken the course. For those with 
less experience, this course will allow you to 
develop life-long cooking skills and 
techniques, especially with the expertise of 
Mrs Malone and Mrs Pilkington right by your 
side. 

Jack Bronziet, 6S3

The GCSE students were treated to a hands on demonstration 
from guest chefs Toby Sharman and Ronald Pangan, The Wycombe 
Swan. 
The prospective GCSE students from Year 9 were invited to join them for the live tutorial on 
how to fillet round and flat fish. Toby prepared seared mackerel fillet, fennel & orange salad 
whilst Ronald guided them through his poached plaice, wilted baby spinach, baby potatoes & 
mushroom veloute. The chefs commented on how advanced their knowledge of sauces was 
and their excellent knife skills, which put them in a great position to master the filleting.

Mrs Malone, Food and Nutrition Teacher

Fish for 
Good 
Friday

Healthy 
Lifestyles 
course
Is it for you?

Support 
your school

community



It was very exciting to see us reach our 
target of 200 lottery tickets sold by the time 
of our first draw which was on 24th March. 
This is a fantastic achievement - thank you 
to everyone who has signed up. 

Congratulations to our first winner Shelley 
Sudborough who won over £50 and as we 
sell more tickets that weekly prize will go up 
and up. At the moment we are on track to 
raise well over £4,000 per year for our 
school from the lottery so if you haven’t 
joined yet, do sign up - you could even win 
the jackpot prize of £25,000! Visit our 
website to buy lottery tickets. 

Our annual quiz was very well supported - 
115 competitors in 16 teams battled it out in 
a fantastic family friendly quiz created 
especially for us by our new quiz master, 
Richard. Barely a point separated the top few 
teams in the final round with adults and 
children having been challenged alike. Who 
knew which 7 countries have the longest 
coastlines or could name all 7 of the Harry 
Potter books? Heads and Tails added to the 
fun along with a more than usually well-
stocked bar and delicious food cooked by 
Tim, the school’s new chef - thank you 
everyone who contributed and supported the 
event - we raised close to £800! I hope 
using Eventbrite for the ticketing worked for 
you? Do please let us know any feedback…     

Events in the summer term include the 
Performing Arts department’s Late Night 
Music evening in which the Parents’ Society 
will be rolling out our well-stocked fridge 
again and running a licensed bar. It’s a 
lovely evening showcasing some of the 
amazingly talented students at the Floyd. 
This year there will also be an option of 
having dinner cooked by some of our Duke 
of Edinburgh students. 

It is nearly time for our Midsummer Raffle 
- a traditional and easy way of supporting 
us. Look out for your tickets coming home 

with your children. We have been lucky 
enough to receive some amazing donations 
as prizes but would always be grateful for 
more - do please get in touch if you can 
offer anything - it could be an experience or 
service, or just a lovely box of chocolates… 
Could a local business offer a voucher? Or if 
your company offers Matched Giving, you 
could come along and help us stuff raffle 
tickets into envelopes on Monday 23rd April 
and the money we raise could be doubled!

The last event of the year is our ever popular 
Year 7 and 8 Disco - a chance for our 
younger students to let their hair down at 
the end of term. It’s on Friday 29th June 
and there’s a hot dog and soft drink for 
everyone included in your ticket!

As well as funding a new stereo sound 
system for the Performing Arts department 
and up to date software for the Graphics 
department the Parents’ Society are very 
excited to have committed £10,000 
towards the refurbishment of the canteen 
to help turn the dreary school dining hall 
into a funky café environment of which all 
the students will be proud. 

Don’t forget to log onto The Giving Machine 
for your online shopping - each purchase 
raises a commission for us without any cost 
to you - easy! Whichever way you choose to 
contribute, every bit of support you can give 
us helps in our goal of funding our 
outstanding school.

Our next meeting is on Monday 23rd April, 
7.30pm in the school library - all welcome. 
For any more details or information do 
please contact us: parentssociety@
sirhenryfloyd.co.uk

Thank you for your support!

Alison Louis
Chair, SHFGS Parents’ Society committee

Parents’ Society 
Update
The spring term saw the Floyd Parents’ Society wrench 
themselves wholeheartedly in to the 21st Century by engaging 
with technology in 2 major ways - we used an online ticketing 
agent for our quiz tickets and we have launched an online lottery. 



Where are they now?
Claire Aslin

Ex-Floydian elected Cambridge University 
Students’ Union President.

Evie Aspinall (Leaver 2015) who is currently 
studying Human Social & Political Sciences at 
Pembroke College, Cambridge has just been 
elected as the 2018 CUSU President. This is a 
full-time sabbatical position whose previous 
incumbents have included Charles Clarke and 
David Liddington (who served as Deputy 
President). Evie states that she is less 
interested in what is “very much an activist 
role,” and thinks that being president “is much 
more about engaging with students and being 
friendly and approachable, as well as tackling 
the big issues”1.  Evie will take up her role in 
July.

1 Lally, C. (March 2018). Varsity [Online]. https://www.varsity.
co.uk/news/14987

Kathryn Chapman, Assistant Head of Sixth 
Form

Evie Aspinall

A former pupil at Sir Henry Floyd Grammar 
School, Miles is in the final year of his 
Aerospace Engineering Degree at UWE 
(Bristol); he is also an Officer within the 
University Officer Training Corps (UOTC). Last 
summer he spent a gruelling eight weeks at 
Sandhurst undertaking the intensive Reserve 
Army Officer Commissioning Course. Having 
successfully completed it, Miles ‘passed out’ 
as a Commissioned Officer in the British 
Army Reserves. “To successfully commission 
requires leadership skills, strategic thinking, 
physical strength and real mental resilience,” 
says Miles, “It’s demanding but very 
rewarding, and you make friends for life 
within a very short space of time.”

Miles has always been determined to make 
the army his career and following his degree, 
will return to Sandhurst in September 2018 
to do the 44-week training course that will 
see him earn his Commission with the 
Regular Army.

Meet Second 
Lieutenant 
Miles Grant

Kathryn Larin

Investment Banking Careers Talk for Year 12 Students
In the final week of term ex-student Kathryn Larin (Leaver 2009) came to give a lunchtime 
presentation to sixth form students interested in a career in investment banking. Kathryn 
spoke about her work experience whilst at school and summer internships as an economics 
student at University College, London. Since graduating Kathryn has worked for Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch and Evercore in their investment banking division having completed 
her post-graduate banking qualifications. She has just resigned from Evercore to take up a 
position in Switzerland before hopefully studying for an MBA. Kathryn talked about her roles 
(including not infrequent 16-hour working days!) and answered questions about breaking 
into such a competitive field.   
   
Kathryn Chapman, Assistant Head of Sixth Form

Claire started the event by talking about her 
experience and offering advice. She spoke 
about how she had started her planning 
early in Year 12 for her future after sixth 
form and gave advice on how she did so, 
sharing with us her favourite medical related 
reads, including titles ‘The Checklist 
Manifesto’ by Atul Gawande & ‘When Breath 
Becomes Air’ by Paul Kalanithi. Claire had 
also advised students about methods she 
found useful for getting ready for both the 
UKCAT and BMAT entrance exams, she had 
recommended the website Medify, which 
helps students with practice for entrance 
exams in addition to preparation for 
interviews. Another key piece of information 
that Claire had provided was with regards to 
work experience. She had debunked the 
very common perception that prospective 
medical students require work experience 
for a distinct amount of time in order to be 
successful. Using herself as an example, 
Claire had disclosed that she had a total of 7 
days, in contrast to months, of work 

experience alongside her part time job and 
a commitment to a local Brownies group; 
these had all collaboratively helped her to 
get into medical school. Her guidance was 
to gain work experience in order to be 
aware of the reality of working in a 
healthcare profession, and to check with 
prospective universities for work experience 
requirements. Mrs Williams had described 
Claire as an organised student who was 
‘faithful in her ability’, she had gone on to 
tell us about how Claire’s enthusiasm and 
organisation had led her to have her 
personal statement ready and with Mrs 
Williams as soon as August, which eased 
stress for Claire and allowed her to allocate 
her time to other activities. To conclude, 
Claire’s visit, organised by Floyd MedSoc, 
was beneficial to the students and provided 
us with insight and resources to advance 
our own aspirations into careers in 
healthcare.

Sarah Fergusson 6H1/MedSoc

On Thursday 15th March Claire 
Aslin, a prospective Cambridge 
medical student and ex Floydian, 
visited the school to answer 
questions on and discuss her 
journey through the application 
process to the current KS4 and 
sixth form students considering 
careers in medicine, veterinary 
science and dentistry. 

Ashworth, L. https://www.varsity.co.uk/news/15114 [4 April 2018]



A TERM IN    
   PICTURES…

Cross C ountry

British Library in the Snow! Magical time for al l!

P iste Basher - Senior Ski Trip

Mystery Book C lub holds World Book Day Quiz!

Year 9 Subject Fair

Senior Ski Trip - Gold Medal

Junior Ski Trip - Quiz Night

Band Night

Happy students at the end of a hard day - Senior Ski Trip

U13 Wasps Trials

Senior Ski Trip - Overal l fastest skier of the week



Year 7 Gymnastics

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh

Life with Year 13 C ooking Lesson - Invitation to celebrate

Junior Ski Trip

Happy students at the end of a hard day - Senior Ski Trip

Sport Relief  Year 10 Netbal l

Rock Chal lenge 10 year 
participation award

Senior Ski Trip

Year 7 and 8 

Interhouse C ompetition

Y7 History Model 

Castle C ompetition 

KS3 badminton - boys win the district round of the England national school championship
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April 2018
Monday 16th Inset – School closed to students

Thursday 19th Open Morning at 9.45am

Thursday 26th Year 10 Parents Consultation Evening from 
5.00pm

Monday 23rd Parents Society Meeting at 7.30pm

Saturday 28th Rock Challenge – Southern Premier Final, 
Portsmouth

Saturday 28th – Sunday 29th DofE Bronze, Programme 1, Practice Expedition

May 2018
Tuesday 1st Open Morning at 9.45am

Tuesday 1st – Friday 25th Year 13 International Baccalaureate Examinations 

Saturday 5th – Monday 7th DofE Silver Practice Expedition to the Cotswolds

Monday 7th Bank Holiday - School Closed

Friday 11th Late Night Music

Saturday 12th – Sunday 13th DofE Bronze, Programme 2 – Practice Expedition

Thursday 17th Year 8 Girls 2nd HPV Vaccination

Monday 21st – Friday 28th  Year 7 & Year 8 Examinations

Thursday 24th Floyd Fringe

Monday 28th 
– Friday 1st June

HALF TERM

June 2018
Monday 4th Inset – School closed to students

Tuesday 5th – Thursday 14th Year 12 Examinations

Friday 8th Open Morning at 9.45am

Friday 15th Parents Society Summer Raffle Draw

Saturday 16th – Sunday 17th DofE Bronze, Programme 1 – Qualifying 
Expedition

Monday 18th Parents Society Meeting at 7.30pm

Sports Day

Thursday 21st – Friday 29th Year 10 Examinations

Thursday 21st Celebration of Achievements

Summer Concert

Friday 29th Parents Society Years 7 & 8 Disco from 7.00pm

Thursday 28th Sixth Form Induction Day

Saturday 30th – Monday 2nd DofE Silver Qualifying Expedition in the Peak 
District

July 2018
Monday 2nd New Year 7 Parents Evening

Tuesday 3rd – Wednesday 4th New Year 7 Students Induction Days

Thursday 5th Open Evening from 6.00pm to 8.30pm

Friday 6th Year 13 International Baccalaureate Examinations 
Results Day

Saturday 7th – Sunday 8th DofE Bronze, Programme 2 - Qualifying 
Expedition

Thursday 12th Year 12 locker clearance

Friday 13th House Challenge Day

World Challenge Expedition to Borneo departs

Monday 16th Year 12 Work Experience 

Tuesday 17th Years 7-10 Locker Clearance

Wednesday 18th – Friday 
20th 

Enrichment Activities

Monday 23rd July – Friday 
31st August

Summer Holiday

August & September 2018
Thursday 16th A2 Results Day from 09.00am

AS Results Day from 10.00am

Thursday 23rd GCSE Results Day from 10.00am

External Admissions to Year 12 from 12.30pm to 
5.30pm 

Monday 3rd – Tuesday 4th Inset – School closed to students

Wednesday 5th Years 7 & 8 + Year 10 Buddies & Year 13 return 
to school

Thursday 6th All Students in School

Year 12 Leadership & Team Building Induction


