
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9 February 2021 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer or Student, 

 

I hope that you and your families are safe and well at this time.  

 

I am writing to give you an update on the current situation with the Year 11 trial exams, which were 

scheduled for the week beginning 8th March. 

 

At the time of writing, we are hopeful that there will be a partial reopening of schools on this date; with 

this in mind and given Ofqual’s intention to base GCSE grades on teacher assessment, it’s imperative that 

students are given the opportunity to illustrate what they have learned and what they can achieve 

through invigilated assessments.   

 

As a result, we plan to keep the planned assessment period. The assessments will take place over a 

three-week period. If students return to school on Monday 8th March, we will need time to mass C19 test 

them and they will be in normal lessons that week. From Monday 15th March to Friday 19th March, 

assessments will take place in the Hall. There will then be a week when students are in normal lessons 

(22nd March to 26th March) and in the final week of term there will be further assessments in the Hall 

(29th March to 1st April). In the week running up to the 15th March all Year 11 lessons will be focussed 

on revision. A timetable will be emailed out to students this week. As students will be returning to school 

following a prolonged period of remote learning, there will not be study leave for this examination period. 

Instead, if students do not have an exam scheduled, they will report to their usual timetabled lessons and 

complete revision activities with their subject teachers.  

 

We are aware that students in Year 11 have been working hard and are making excellent progress, so we 

are determined to give them the chance to show their teachers what they can achieve through these 

assessments.  The focus of the assessments is for students to be able to show what they have learned 

and can do rather than finding gaps in knowledge or skill. The results of these assessments will go 

towards the body of evidence we are collating to justify any grades we have to award to our students.   

 

If schools do not reopen we plan to continue with online testing with the students working from home. 

 

When we receive more definitive advice from Ofqual and the Examination Boards regarding the exact 

nature of the alternative arrangements for awarding grades this summer, we will communicate what this 

means for you. Please be reassured that we will keep you informed over this difficult period and that we 

are working in the best interests of our students. Whatever the alternative arrangements look like, you 

can be sure that the school will do its utmost to ensure students are in the best position for their next 

steps from August 2021. 

 

Keep safe. 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

Dr R Johnson                    Mr J Burge 

Deputy Headteacher    Assistant Headteacher 


