
 

 

5th January 2021 
 
Dear Parent or Carer,  
 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement last night, all teaching at Sir Henry Floyd 
Grammar School will move to remote learning from today until the end of this half-term (12th 
February), at least.  As we were already in the process of a staggered start to the term, we 
will continue to follow the processes and procedures that we communicated to you on the 31st 
December. We are very disappointed to be in a position of conducting remote learning again, 
however we accept the Prime Minister’s decision and the clear reasoning he set out for it, in 
his speech. 
 
What this means in practice is that remote learning for all students will be live lessons 
(particularly for Years 11 and 13 as previously stated) with a blended approach - resources 
being available on each teacher’s Google Classroom.  As this period of remote learning is 
significantly longer than planned, next Monday - 11th January, will be a planning day for staff 
to adjust Schemes of Work to suit online rather than face-to-face learning.  Independent study 
tasks will be available on Google Classrooms.  We will revert to the normal timetable with 
registration at 8.45am; break at 11.05am-11.35am and lunch between 1.30pm-2.30pm.  We 
expect 100% attendance to lessons, with cameras on, unless students are ill or have 
dispensation from us to have their camera off.  In order to protect privacy, students should 
blur or change their background on the Google Meet, which is easy to do.  When in a Google 
Meet live-lesson, students can click on the three dots in the bottom right corner of their screen 
and select the option to 'change background'. Backgrounds must be appropriate for school and 
not include messages or slogans.  Please notify us of absence in the usual way.  By continuing 
with the plans that we already had in place, we will be able to ensure that all students receive 
the best remote educational provision possible, during the lockdown.  
 
The children of key workers and children who are vulnerable may still attend school and several 
are here today. The canteen is open and hot service will be provided for students and staff in 
school each day. Pastoral care will continue remotely via form tutors and our RAO team for 
those at home. Our students are resilient and are now experienced remote learners. However, 
we also know that at times, motivation can be difficult when learning remotely.  Please contact 
your child’s form tutor if you have concerns about your child’s ability to work well from home. 
As you would expect and is normal, teachers will also be monitoring their classes from this 
perspective to ensure all students feel confident and supported in their remote learning. They 
will continue to use Senso to monitor behaviour in lessons. 
 

We know that not all pupils have their own device at home, making access to remote learning 
more challenging. As this lockdown was announced before students came into school, we have 
not been able to lend those students devices, as we normally would have done.  If this is the 
case, please contact your child’s Head of Year to discuss this further. We are also awaiting a 
supply of laptops from the Department for Education that have been ring-fenced for certain 
pupils. When we have received and activated these devices, we will contact the parents 



 
 

 

 

involved to arrange collection. In May, the Government supported families who were in receipt 
of free school meals with vouchers of an equal value. As yet, we have not been informed about 
a similar scheme during this period of school closure.  We expect to continue with the support 
we provided and hope that the government will follow with the funds.  The Government’s 
Winter Grant scheme was successful and rolled out efficiently, so we do expect this will be a 
quicker process than it was in May 2020.  

The Prime Minister also announced that this year’s exams would not be able to take place in 
the format that had been planned. While this is upsetting news, it does provide us with more 
information than students had at the start of the lockdown in 2020. The Prime Minister stopped 
short of announcing a cancellation of the examinations. Therefore, we will need to wait for 
further information on this issue. However, thanks to our pioneering Year 11 and 13s 
examination students of 2020, we have already successfully navigated a similar situation. Last 
year, the school’s Centre Assessed Grades process was very successful, and enabled Year 11s 
to progress to their chosen Sixth Form or College courses and Year 13s made positive progress 
to University, Apprenticeships and other training routes. We are confident that we have the 
processes in place to support students, to make progress to their next phase of education. The 
Prime Minister said in his speech that the Secretary of State for Education would liaise with 
the Head of Ofqual, the exams regulator to address the process and identify the next steps. 
As soon as we know more, we will communicate this to students and to parents. For now, we 
will continue to deliver the curriculum and assessment planned for all our students.  The UCAS 
and 6th Form applications process will continue, and we will still support students to make the 
right choices for their future education.  
 
I hope that you and your family will stay safe and well during this new period of lockdown. We 
know that lockdown can be a difficult time. From our experience, we know that students can 
really benefit from a conversation with a member of staff during a period of lockdown. It can 
be a great distraction and motivational tool for them. Please remember that you or your child 
can contact us to let us know of any issues or to seek support via the Form Tutor. 
 
A final note on Mass Testing in Schools. At the moment, we need to receive more information 
from the Department for Education in relation to conducting testing at school during this period 
of lockdown. We do know that the Governments aspiration of Mass Testing at school remains 
and testing may take place, if required, during and after the lockdown. We will keep you 
informed of any decisions around this issue as soon as we know more.   
 
As a school, we will remain in regular contact with parents and students. As you know, we do 
not receive any pre notification from the Government about decisions in relation to Education 
provision during the pandemic. As information is released, we will digest it and contextualise 
it for you and all our students. By doing this, we hope to keep you informed over this period.  
 
Stay safe and well at this time.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Ms J Cochrane 
Headteacher 
 
 


