
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 January 2021 
 

Dear Parent/ Carer or Student, 
 
I hope that you and your families are safe and well at this time.  

 
I am writing to give you an update on the current situation with the Year 13 trial exams that are 

scheduled for the first week back after February Half Term. 
 
At the time of writing, it appears that schools may not be open after half term; with this in mind and 

given Ofqual’s intention to base A-Level grades on teacher assessment, it’s imperative that students 
are given the opportunity to illustrate what they have learned and what they can achieve through 
formal assessments.  

  
As a result, we plan to keep a trial examination period, but one that consists of shorter 50-minute 
tests, during the first week back after half term, which will be done remotely, at home. Each subject 

will set two 50-minute tests based on the work that students have covered since the start of the 
course.  This means that the vast majority of students will sit a maximum of 6 tests in the week 
commencing 22nd February. The tests will be posted on the Year 13 Google Classroom at the allotted 

time and will be submitted by the students at the end of the 50 minute testing window. A timetable 
will be sent out in the coming days with further instructions, including details of 
syllabus/specification areas,  and  how to complete the online tests. Parents of SEND students will be 

contacted with regards to confirming the necessary access arrangements.   
 
We are aware that students in Year 13 have been working hard and are making excellent progress, 

so we are determined to give them the chance to show their teachers what they can achieve through 
these shorter tests.  The results of these tests will go towards the body of evidence we are collating 
to justify any grades we have to award to our students.  As you are aware the OfQual and DfE 

consultation is still open, we strongly urge you to ‘have your say’: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-

should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021# 
 
When we receive more definitive advice from Ofqual and the Examination Boards regarding the exact 

nature of the alternative arrangements for awarding grades this summer, we will communicate what 
this means for you. Please be reassured that we will keep you informed over this difficult period and 
that we are working in the best interests of our students. Whatever the alternative arrangements 

look like, you can be sure that the school will do its utmost to ensure students are in the best 
position for their next steps from August 2021. 
 

Keep safe. 
 
With very best wishes, 

 
Dr R Johnson 
Deputy Headteacher 
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