
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 February 2021 

 
 
Dear Parent or Carer 

 
Apologies for two communications in one day, but I am sure you are aware that the position on 

timescales for reopening and numbers of tests required on return is an evolving situation. 
   
We are currently prepared to test students, but now that the government has said three tests in 

school rather than two we recognise the volume to test will be a significant challenge. We want 
to reopen as quickly as possible for all students but need to carry out over 4000 tests.  Our 

analysis suggests that we would feel more secure in our testing provision and ability to return to 
school in a shorter time, if we had six to twelve additional volunteers to help at school. 
Volunteers will need to take part in Training, and complete a DBS check. Volunteers do not need 

to have any medical experience in order to support us. All onsite training and PPE will be 
provided by our Testing Quality Lead, who is an ex-GP.  Volunteers will be required to take part 

in either a morning session (8am to 12pm) or an afternoon session (1pm-4pm). In the first two 
weeks of the return to school, volunteers would need to be available Monday to Friday. 
However, at this point we do not know if volunteers will be required after the 26th of March. 

 
If you have the capacity to support our testing programme and have not already volunteered, 

please contact the Insignis Academy Trust Human Resources Department via email: 
hr@insignis.org.uk.  A member of the HR team will then contact you with live links to the online 
training and to arrange the DBS process. If you have previously contacted HR to volunteer, they 

will contact you later today to confirm your availability. Once you have completed the online 
training, on site practice will commence from 4th March at school.  

 
Please remember you should already have completed the permission for testing google form as 
you will appreciate understanding exact numbers is crucial to this planning. 

 
Thank you for your continued support. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Ms J Cochrane 

Headteacher 
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