
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 February 2021 

 

Dear Parent or Carer, 

 

Year 11 & 13 - Current Working at Grades 

 

I hope that you and your families are safe and well at this time.  We like you are keenly looking forward 

to the re-opening of schools when it is safe to do so. As Ms Cochrane relayed in her Headteacher bulletin 

earlier this week, we are really pleased to report that levels of attendance in online Google Meet lessons 

remains high and illustrates to us that students in Year 11 and 13 are maintaining their high levels of 

engagement. 

 

I am writing to you to explain further what we will be reporting to parents in the upcoming Spring 1 

reporting window. 

 

Traditionally, we collect Teacher Predictions for students at the end of this half term. A predicted grade is 

a future focused, professional judgment considering both current attainment and student potential by the 

end of the course.  As the summer exams are now no longer taking place in their usual format, we are 

going to make some changes to what we report home. We will be reporting “Current Working at Grades” 

(CWAG) which will inform you of the grade that your child is currently attaining in the most recent 

assessments taken this half term. (For Year 11 this will be any assessments taken after the trial exams 

last half term).  

 

The CWAG, which will be reported on next week, will give a limited 'summary' snapshot of current 

attainment, collated from assessment(s) done over the previous several weeks. Depending on which 

aspects of the specifications that have been taught in the last half term, the CWAG may be lower than a 

previous prediction or trial exam or it may be higher. If lower, then this should not be a cause for 

concern, initially.  Indeed, CAWGs if taken over a two-year period, ebb and flow as students cover 

different aspects of the course. In all courses students find some topics easier or more challenging than 

others - CWAGs would reflect that.  What is important to note is that teachers are gathering a whole 

range of assessment data on each student to go towards the body of evidence that is being collated to 

justify any grades we may have to award to our students, pending the outcome of the Ofqual 

consultation. 

 

When we get more definitive advice from Ofqual and Exam Boards regarding the exact nature of the 

alternative arrangements, we will digest it and contextualise it for you and all our students. By doing this, 

we hope to keep you informed over this period. Whatever the alternative arrangements look like you can 

be sure that the school will do its utmost to ensure students are in the best position for their next steps 

from August 2021.  I would reiterate Ms Cochrane's comments about staff anxiety levels at present and 

ask that you carefully consider the need for any communication on the basis of a single CWAG.  In the 

first instance if a student is surprised by a result, the student should discuss it with their class 

teacher.  Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 

 

Keep safe. 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

Dr R Johnson 

Deputy Headteacher   


